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Bunye leaves it to AFP 
to file case vs Inquirer 


By Christine O. Avendaño, Michael Lim Ubac, 
Daxim L. Lucas and Alcuin Papa 
IT'S UP TO THE MILITARY IF IT WANTS TO PUSH 
ahead and file a case against the Incuisen for pub- 
lishing a series of articles on the events leading 
up to the aborted military coup on Feb. 24, ac- 
cording to Press Secretary ignacio Bunye. 

"We leave it to the parties involved," Bunye 
sald when asked if the Palace was assuming a 

BUNYE/AS 


Lawyers 
warn GMA 
on abuse 
of power 


By T] Burgonio 


"WHILE SHE HAD LIFTED IT, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo can- 
not escape culpability for "arbi- 
trary acts" carried out by the mil- 
itary and police during the week- 
ong state of national emergency 
she had declared 

‘The head of the lawyers’ Free 
Legal Assistance Group (FLAG) 
yesterday expressed this view in 
the Senate inquiry into the war- 
rantless arrest of protesters, a 
party-list lawmaker and per- 
ceived critics of the President, as 
well as the ban on rallies. 

Maria Socorro I. Diokno, FLAG 
secretary general, pointed out 
that after issuing Presidential 
Proclamation No. 1017, the Ar- 
royo administration came out 
with General Orders No. 5 and 
No. 6 under the "clear instruction 
and directives” of the President. 

GO 5 directed the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines to main- 
tain the peace and public order 
and suppress lawless violence, 
while the less publicized GO 6 di- 
rected the AFP to coordinate with 
the national police. 

"Everything that has been 
done as a result of Proclamation 
No. 1017, General Order No. 5, 
General Order No. 6 were with 
the knowledge, consent, direc- 
tion and instruction of Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo,” Diokno said. 

“And, therefore, she can’t es- 
cape culpability for any wrongdo- 
ing that may have happened as a 
result of these directives,” she 
added. 

‘Appearing at the same hearing, 
retired Supreme Court Justice Vi- 
cente Mendoza said the President 
could be held liable if the evi- 
dence would show that she had 
authorized these “arbitrary acts.” 

“If it's proven in court that she 
authorized these, when there's no 
declaration of martial law or sus- 
pension of the privilege [of the 
writ of habeas corpus], 1 would 
think that these are arbitrary acts, 
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and Pt 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo hands over a Pl-million. 
Kalinga housing project in Fort Magsaysay in Palayan City, 


GEN. GENEROSO SENGA YES- 
terday dismissed suggestions that 
he was not in control when elite 
military units challenged Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, saying 
the major service commanders 
were simply following his orders 
as Armed Forces chief of staff. 
Senga sent a statement to the 


crai feedbackGinquirer.com.ph. 
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Warrantless arrest? Cops 
learn how from Miriam 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


POLICEMEN DO NOT 
M need a warrant of arrestit 


PARA SA 
SUSUNOD, 
WALANG 


they catch [someone] in 
flagrante delicto, ac- 
cording to Sen. Miriam. 
Defensor-Santiago in her 
lecture to cops on how to 


WARRANTLESS/ A4 


Esperon's 


from Ms Arroyo. 


check to Army 
Nueva Ecija. Looking on is 


Inquinen reacting to its report that 
Army chief Lt. Gen. Hermogenes 
preemptive 
stopped Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim, 
commander of the First Scout 
Regiment, and Col. Ariel Queru- 
bin, commander of the First Ma- 
rine Brigade based in Marawi 
City, from withdrawing support 


Senga said Esperon, Navy chief 
Vice Admiral Mateo Mayuga and 


Air Force chief Lt. Gen. Jose Reyes 
were following his instructions 
during the critical hours on Feb. 
24 when Lim's alleged effort to 
break away from the President 
was aborted. 

"They were all part of our coor- 
dinated actions ... We were all to- 
gether until the early moming of 
Feb. 24,” he said. In a text message 
to the Inquirer, he added: "Tn not 
aiming any credit, just clarifying.” 


moves 


chief Lt. Gen. Hermogenes Esperon during ceremonies for the Kawal 
‘Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga. 


Senga: I was in control during coup try 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 
C. Tubeza 


But Sen. Joker Arroyo said the. 
series of reports published by the 
Iqummzn on the Feb. 24 coup at- 
tempt showed that the political 
opposition had become irrelevant 
and that the consequential deci- 
sions regarding the fate of the 
country during the crisis were 

made by generals. 
‘Arroyo said that when the 
country’s political crisis wors- 
SENGA A4 


Cops present hooded witness vs Batasan 5 


MILITANT party-list lawmakers (from left) Joe! Virador, Teddy Casio, Liza Maza, Satur Ocampo and Rafael 


Mariano welcome with a protest the scheduled preliminary investigation of rebellion charges against them. 


By Armand N. Nocum 


POLICE YESTERDAY PRODUCED 
a hooded witness complete with a 
bullet-proof vest in a bid to pin 
down six party-list congressmen 
facing rebellion charges for al- 
legedly plotting to overthrow 
resident Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Claiming to be a communist 
cadre, Jaime B. Fuentes said he 
was able to witness meetings sup- 
posedly attended by the six law- 
makers to topple the Arroyo ad- 
ministration on Feb. 24. 

“Ifthe (plan) fails, we will still 
push through with our operation 
plan to oust (the President) in 
100 days, the deadline of which 
falls on May 1, 2006,” he said in 


COPS/A4 


House probe of CD on ‘break-in’ urged 


By Norman Bordadora 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


AFTER THE AUDIO TAPE COMES THE VIDEO 
CD controversy. 

‘A compact disc shown to the INquiner last 
week contained footage of an alleged break- 
in at the South Wing of the Batasan complex 
in Quezon City where ballot boxes full of elec- 
tion returns of the 2004 national elections 
were kept, the INquiner reported Monday. 

Reacting to the report, the opposition in 


CERRO TILT 
* * 


the House of Representatives yesterday 
called for an investigation of the switching 
of ballots. 

"This is a confirmation of what we were 
saying during the impeachment proceedings 
that there was a break-in and switching of the 
ballot boxes containing election documents 
(that may provide the basis for the election 
protest against President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and Vice President Noli de Castro),” said 
House Minority Leader Francis Escudero of 
Sorsogon. 


POLAR TASSELS ELE SIONS 


Malacafiang dismissed the CD of the al- 
leged break-in as another “ploy” by destabiliz- 
ers. 

“This is a never-ending attempt to re- 
suscitate the electoral fraud issue. They 
want to keep this alive in the minds of the 
public. But they have failed once too of. 
ten,” Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said 
ata briefing. 

Allies of Ms Arroyo in the House quashed in 
September last year an impeachment com- 

HOUSE AE 


win Men 


WEARING a hood and a. 
bullet-proof vest, police witness 
Jaime Beltran Fuentes appears at 
the Department of Justice. 


Army builds special 


or coup plotters 


But Church 
groups 
offering 
safe haven 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 
and Christian V. Esguerra 


WHILE THE ARMY IS 
building maximum se- 
curity cells for destabi- 
lizers, the country’s Ro- 
man Catholic priests and 
nuns are opening their 
convents to what one 
priest called "victims of 
political repression." 


The double-walled, barbed- 
wired military compound was ac- 
tually the former detention facili- 
ty for ousted President Joseph 
Estrada in Tanay, Rizal. 

It is located inside Camp Cap- 
inpin, the headquarters of the 
‘Army 2nd Infantry Division, and 
has three rooms, Army chief Lt, 
Gen. Hermogenes Esperon said. 

Laborers watched over by sol- 
diers are completing its construc- 
tion ata time when the military is 
cracking down on officers and 
soldiers allegedly involved in the 
plot to topple President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. 

‘The facility lies across the high- 
way from Estrada's resthouse, to 
where the exPresident was 
moved last year and where he has 
since been staying under "house 
arrest” while on trial for plunder. 

Reporters who visited Camp 
Capinpin on Saturday were 
barred from peeking into the 
compound, 

Double concrete walls topped 
by barbed wire surround the de- 
tention cells. Between the two 
walls is a pathway for patrolling 
guards. Guard posts and watch 
towers with huge searchlights 
have been installed. 

“If we're going to detain any- 
one there, we're really going to be 
serious about jailing them. We're 
building a jail for those who de- 
serve to be jailed,” Esperon told 
reporters. 

“When you are inside that de- 
tention cell you are the most se- 
cured individual," he said. 

Asked if destabilizers were 
among the persons to be held 
there, Esperon said: "Kasama na, 
kasi yung (They are included be- 
cause) destabilization is also a vi- 
olation of the Articles of War. So 


ARMY AG. 


Price tag: P200M, P30M, P3M, ... 


By Gerry Lirio 


HOW MUCH IS THIS HOT COMPACT 
disc worth? 

The price of the CD containing 
footage of an alleged break-in at a 
room in the House of Representatives 
where the ballot boxes used in the 
2004 presidential election were stored 
was initially set at P200 million, ac- 
‘cording to several opposition leaders. 

The CD showed six House civilian. 
employees aliegediy stealing elec- 
tion returns from a room at the 


House's South Wing between Jan- 
vary 2005 and February 2005. The 
election returns were from 38 
provinces. 

After they realized that they had a 
‘gold mine In mid-2005, House secu- 
rity officers who ware Involved In 
the break-in ether played or peddled 
the CD to several opposition lead- 
ers, including Senators Pantilo Lao- 
son and Rodolfo Blazon, former 
Sen. Loren Legarda, San Juan Rep. 
Ronaldo Zamora, Lacson's former 
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Senate debate sends Jamby crying 


By T) Burgonio 
coses during martial 


AN OTHERWISE ORDINARY SESSION AT THE ics Inquirer, 
Senate yesterday afternoon turned into high dra- E Mar 4 ? 
ma when Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile engaged Sen. ue ae ME ne wspaper 
Jamby Madrigal in an emotionally charged debate * ru CH 


of her aunt, Chito 
over the reason behind the lifting of martial law. Madrigal. 1^ would dealers 
^ like to sse if she's d 1 
Tn the end, Madrigal, hurt by 7 i related to these peo- f 
Enrile's insinuation that her fami- V : ple he said. orge aea 
ly had partied with the Marcoses 5 As this point, Sen: 
in Malacafang during martial . Mile Deco | SED BOYCOTT CR 
law, broke down in tears and an ES Santiago stood to re- BRUN ys oe o 
walked out of the session hall, x ays mind the chamber | TeMsbsp. roion 
prompting the suspension of the BS "Y= " that there was a | sveredyesterday, i 
proceedings. pending motion and ej gre ee tae 
She returned shortly after- A proposed that this | normal Te e e 
wards and, at her request, Senate. y È shouldbe“putonthe | agreed to dialogue with us to 
President Franklin Drilon’ ad- - table" but Enrile fee uation pro- 
journed the session. 5 p . pressed on with his | gam” said ne Reinoso, IN- 
"There's never a dull moment opposition to Madri- - We Wes president 
im the Senate, a senator was Y Lene, forsales and marketing, 
heard saying. ‘ Madrigal then | | ev" pup M RD 
‘The tussle began when, at the j stood up to say she ycott, th ex Dealers 
start of the session, Madrigal rose B E Would "not debate | Organization of the Philippines 


on, M š d a MDO) signed a memoran- 
to ask that Enrile's criticism of her SEN. Jamby Madrigalis comforted by Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiagoafteratitf With Enrile 19 dignity | Cin of undersanding with the 


privilege speech last week, in Sith Sen. Juan Ponse Enrile Monday. Enrile sald the Madrigals partied wit his “uncalled for” re- 
which she said martial law was en. Juan Ponce Enrile Monday. Enrilesaid the Madrigalspartiedwiththe | Tasks and broke | ouam and agreed m continue 


lifted in 1981 to clear the way for Leh, LM TAE wawao down. mdsoge wih tha pas 
the visit of Pope John Paul Tl, be last week, seid that then Presi- — In her manifestation, Madri- tial law. “{ get emotional, ae s tan die 
stricken off the record. dent Ferdinand Marcos lifted gal struck back at Enrile, saying This riled Enrile, who insisted Mr. President, because his bully- oon, counsa weer 
Enrile stood up and objected to martial law on Jan.17, 1981 "to he himselfhad confirmed during th he did not fake the ambush ing tactics being done to me to- nO yu T m Pe 
this, pointing out that her motion make possible the visit of Pope the February 1986 People Power to “Justify martial law” and went day, are being done to us by the * uccidere Aug 
was based on opinions and sur- John Paul IL" Enrile called her revolt that the ambush against as far as to say that Antonio and President of the Philippines and it p Sa es 
mises. ‘reckless’ and a “purveyor of himon Sept. 22,1972 wasa pre- Amanda Madrigal—the senators is not nice to countenance this in adus due a ee 
‘Madrigal, in a privilege speech falsehood." text for the declaration of mar- parents—partied with the Mar- the Senate,” she said. besser pae ad 
pend the roll-out of the exclu- 


Suspected NPA rebel killed in Batangas clash — seem 


He said the system would re- 
" ae ‘main in effect, however, in Cen- 
By Marlon Ramos identified the slain rebel as Crispin found dead, slumped at the wheel firearms including a Galil rifle, Meanwhile, the exiled leader | tral Luzon where it has been in 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau "Ka Charlie" Pantoja Katigbak, 33, a. with several gunshot wounds. three M16 rifles, an ARIS rifle, of the Communist Party of the operation for two months. 
resident of Rillo St, Tuy town. No one was hurt among the 33 fully-loaded M16 magazines, Philippines denied involvement | ^ The exclusivity was intend- 
CALAMBA CITY- AN ALLEGED He said Katigbak was the driv- soldiers, Carandang said. a Galil magazine. Also recovered in last month's alleged coup at- | ed to give dealers “territorial 
CALAMBA o NewPeoplesHmy er ofa dark blue sedan with five Carandang said the soldiers were documents which an Air tempt, but called for stepped-up | integrity” and prevent other 
Terbi Mies a group of sus people aboard that refused to had encountered the same group Force spokesman in Manila said attacks on government forces, dealers from encroaching on 
ected communist rebels drove stop at a military roadblock im of rebels while they were suppos. confirmed the “unholy aliance’ Ina rarement from The | areas designated for others 
pasta checkpoint set up by the Barangay Putol at around 1:30 edly extorting money from local between Leftist and Rightist Netherlands, Jose Maria Sison | and in the end serve our pe) 
Philippine Air Force in Tuy, Batan- a.m, triggering a running gunbat- residents and businessmen some groups trying to oust President said he never endorsed “the non- | ers better Reinoso said. 
gas early yesterday and chose to tie that lasted for nearlyan hour 30 minutes before the shootout. Macapagal-Arroyo existent coup attempt or coup | ^ He added the talks with the 
gas eariy yesterday mung sol The rebels left their bulletrid- Hesaid the rebelsfiredonthesol- “It appears that is what isindi- conspiracy" although he backed 2.) newspaper dealers would con- 
diers, the military reported. dled car several kilometers away diers, who then setup the road- cated inthe documents. Butthese popular uprising and the mili- | tinue, while the implementa- 
Tz Col Ruben Carandang, com- from the checkpoint and fled on block with the help oflocal police. are still being analyzed further” tarys withdrawal of support for | tion of the new system would 
manderofthe730th CombatGroup foot toward nearby mountains, During a follow-up operation, Lt. Col. Restituto Padilla told the MsArroyo. With reports from take effect gradually DJ Yap 
mande based in Nasugbu town, Carandang said. Katigbak was the military recovered several Inqumerinaphoneinterview. Nikko Dison and AFP 
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Australia 
to give 30 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


AUSTRALIA WILL DONATE 30 RIV- 
er boats to help the Philippine mili- 
tary pursue Bali bombing suspects 
who are alleged to have set up Islam- 
ic militant training camps in Min- 
danao, Defense Secretary Avelino 
Cruz said yesterday. 

‘The fast flatboats would allow the in- 
sertion of troops to go after Jemaah Is- 


lamiyah (JI) militants in marshlands in 
southern Mindanao, 

The boats would help Filipino troops 
“get to the terrorists who may have 
‘bunkers in these marshlands,” Cruz told 
the Foreign Correspondents Association 
in Manila. 

Canberra would procure the water- 
craft within three months under a bilat- 


eral agreement ít signed with Manila, he 
added. 

The planned domation was an- 
nounced amid fears among Western 
security agencies that JI militants 
blamed for the two bombings on the 
Indonesian resort of Bali that killed 
more than 200 people, many of them 
Australians, have fled to the moun- 


tains of southern Philippines. 

They alleged that the militants had 
been given shelter and training facilities 
by Muslim separatists waging a decades- 
old insurgency in the South. 

“The Jemaah Islamiyah threat is not a 
serious one at this point,” Cruz said. 

However, "it has the potential to be- 
comea serious threat." 


river boats 
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? 


'5 CUSTOMER 


COPIES 
HOTLINE - 896-6000 
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Cops present hooded witness vs Batasan 5 


From pago Al 

an affidavit in Filipino presented 
during the preliminary investiga- 
tion of the accused at the Depart- 
ment of Justice. 

Defense lawyers quickly brand- 
ed Fuentes as “a professional wi 
ness” trained by police to fabricate 
stories against their enemies. 

One ofthe accused lawmakers, 
Anakpawis Rep. Crispin Beltran, 
scored a partial victory elsewhere 
yesterday when a Quezon City 
court ordered his release on the 
grounds he was immune from 
lawsuits as a member of 
Congress. 

‘Judge Evangeline Marigomen 
granted a motion for Beltran's re- 
lease in a hearing of inciting to 
sedition charges against him. 

Police said they could not yet 
release Beltran because he was 
still facing rebellion charges be- 
forea Makati City court. 


Identity must be secret 

The other lawmakers charged 
with Beltran were Rafael Mariano 
and Crispin Beltran of Anakpawis, 
Satur Ocampo, Teddy Casio and 
Joel Virador of Bayan Muna and 
Liza Maza of Gabriela. 

None of them attended the DOJ 
hearing. They had insisted the pre- 
liminary investigation be held in 
the Lower House which had given 
them protective custody. 

Fuentes gave no verbal ac- 
count to prosecutors and re- 
porters had to depend only on his 
affidavit. His appearance at the 
hearing was brief. Soon after he 
swore to his statement's veracity, 
he was taken away by his escorts. 

Fuentes claimed to be the “chief 
security officer" of co-accused Vi- 
cente Ladlad of Bayan Muna. 

When he testified, Fuentes had 
a brown shirt over his face and a 
summer hat plunked over his 


head to hold the shirt in place. He 
refused to remove the hood. 

His lawyer, Confesor Sansano, 
said his client's identity must be 
kept hidden for now for Fuentes’ 
“personal security” 

In his affidavit Fuentes 
claimed to have been recruited by 
the Communist Party of the 
Philippines-New People’s Army in 
Davao in 1982 and that he be- 
came a regular member in 1987. 


Man of many aliases 

In the communist world, he 
said he went by the alias "Ka Ron, 
Ka Bogs and Ka James." 

Fuentes said he later became 
close to Ladlad when the latter 
was the alleged head of the CPP's 
Southern Tagalog Regional Party 
Committee. 

Fuentes said it was his ties with 
Ladlad that gave him the chance to 
mingle with the six congressmen in 
meetings held between January and 
February at various offices, such as 
the Bagong Alyansang Makabayaris 
national office, the Kilusang Mag- 
bubukid ng Pilipinas’ national office 
and Bayan Munzis national office in. 
Kamuning, Quezon City. 

In his narration, he dragged in 
other names. 

“I witnessed two secret meet- 
ings between Vic Ladlad in 
November 2005 with the group 
Black and White Movement. 
Among those I met in the meet- 
ings are Dinky Soliman and Vicky 
Velez," he said. 

Soliman is Ms Arroyo's former 
social welfare secretary who quit 
the Cabinet and called on the Presi- 
dent to also step down in the wake 
of allegations that she cheated in 
the 2004 presidential elections. 


Attacking Malacafiang 
“Tt was in, those meetings that 
all agrped that there should be a 
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ANAKPAWIS Rep. Crispin Beltran is surrounded by police after a Quezon City judge ordered his release 


from PNP custody. 


broad alliance under the CPP- 
NPA to topple the Arroyo govern- 
ment,” Fuentes said. 

He claimed that it was agreed 
upon that the party-list lawmakers" 
“countryside development funds” 
would be used for the leftist cause. 

He drew a colorful picture of 
what the Feb. 24 plot would have 
been like. 

According to his claim, the “com- 
munis" leaders in Congress and 
leftist groups, as well as the rightist 
“Makabayang Kawal Pilipino” 
group would mass in Makati City, 
Liwasang Bonifacio and Don Chino 
Roces (Mendiola) Bridge. 

Then, if they drew the desired 
number of people, armed mem- 
bers of the CPP-NPA and the MKP 


would “attack the Palace until 
they toppled the Arroyo govern- 
ment,” he said. 


Military mole 

Fuentes seid he let the group af- 
ter some of his colleagues suspect- 
ed him of being a military mole 
and started to plan his liquidation. 

ladlads counsel, Free Legal 
Assistance Group's Jose Manuel I. 
Diokno, described Fuentes as a 
"manufactured witness." 

"The conspiracy he is claiming 
dates back to 20 years. There 
should come a time when the 
government should stop prose- 
cuting people for the same crime 
time and again," Diokno said. 

During the hearing, defense 


IPLA 


lawyers led by Romeo Capulong 
sought police assurance of their 
cients liberty while the rebellion 
cases were pending before the DOJ. 

Lawyer Virgilio Pablico, who 
represented the PNP Criminal In- 
vestigation and Detection Group, 
said they were willing to honor 
the House leadership's custody of 
the lawmakers, for now. 


Separate battle 

1 believe they are under protec- 
tive custody We need not effect their 
arrest since they are under custodial 
investigation,” Pablico said. 

Fighting a separate battle, Ak- 
bayan Rep. Risa Hontiveros- 
Baraquel yesterday slapped crim- 
inal and administrative charges 
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against the police for hauling her 
off in a police van during the 
rough dispersal of a protest rally 
marking International Women's 
Day last week. 

Baraquel filed the charges in the 
Quezon City prosecutors office, 
the Commission on Human Rights 
and Office of the Ombudsman. 

The party-list. lawmaker ac- 
cused PNP Director General Ar- 
turo Lomibao, Metro Manila po- 
lice chief Vidal Querol, Quezon 
City police chief Nicasio Radovan 
Jr. and other Quezon City police- 
men of arbitrary detention and 
violations of the illegal assembly 
actand parliamentary immunity. 

Also named in the complaints 
were Superintendents Elmo San 
Diego and Renato Valebia, PO1 
Eariweena Pascua, PO2 Julieta 
Torio and SPO4 Maura Laureano. 


Schedule changed 

The five militant lawmakers 
under House custody said they 
missed attending their prelimi- 
nary investigation despite a deci- 
sion to transfer the proceedings 
from the DOJ to the House 
premises because they had not 
been properly informed of the 
change in schedule. 

The hearing had been set for 2 
pam. at the House but at the last 
minute, the DOJ reset it for 10 
a.m., by which time the Batasan 5 
were attending a Mass. 

The prosecutors later went 
ahead with the 2 p.m. hearing but 
this time held it at the DOJ. 

Casifio said his office only re- 
ceived word of the change 25 
minutes before the new time of 
the proceedings. 

‘The next preliminary investi- 
gation has been set for March 26. 

With reports from Luige A. del 
Puerto, DJ Yap and Norman 
Bordadora 


Warrantless arrest? Cops 
learn how from Miriam 


Frompage Al 
effectively arrest people. 

"Where does the in flagrante delicto rule ap- 
ply? If, for example, you are a policeman ... 
you are with a woman who is not your wife 
and your wife passes by [and sees you)—that 
is in flagrante delicto,” said Santiago, who was 
a guest of honor at the flag-raising ceremony 
yesterday at the Philippine National Police 
headquarters in Camp Crame. 

Question: What if this occurred in a hotel 
room with a gun lying around? 

"Then your wife has the right to shoot you," 
Santiago said, as the crowd, mostly senior of- 
ficers, burst into laughter. 

The senator turned Camp Crame into a 
classroom, teaching cops how, when and 
where a warrantless arrest or a warrantless 
search could be applied. She also gave tips on 
how policemen could defend themselves 
from possible prosecution. 

Santiago was clearly in a jolly mood, start- 
ing off her lecture by cracking jokes and firing 
barbs against people whom she described as 
pretending to be knowledgeable of the law, 
even when they had "not read a single law 
book." 

“When does one apply warrantless arrest 
and warrantless search?” she lectured in Fil- 
ipino. 

"Because now, there are [people] pretend- 
ing to be knowledgeable [of the law]. At least 
General (Arturo) Lomibao was once enrolled 
at a college of law ... But these people pre- 
tending to be knowledgeable of the law have 
not even once read a law book. They are too 
sure of themselves. That is the problem with 
our country,” she said. 

“So now, let us study how to arrest them," 
the senator said, drawing chuckles from the 
crowd. 


Conditions 

‘According to Santiago, the Constitution 
considers warrantless arrest lawful under 
three conditions: 

‘© When, in the presence of the police, the 
person to be arrested has committed, is actu- 
ally committing, or is attempting to commit 
an offense, referred to as the in flagrante delic- 
torule, 

© When an offense has just been commit- 
ted, and the police have probable cause to be- 
lieve that the person to be arrested has com- 
mitted it, referred to as the “hot pursuit" ar- 
rest rule. 

© When the person to be arrested is a pris- 
oner who has escaped from a penal institu- 
tion. 

Under the doctrine of hot pursuit, a cop. 
would not need to actually witness the execu- 
tion or aets constituting the offense. 

"But he must have direct knowledge, or a 
view of the crime, right after its commission," 
Santiago explained. 

"So if an officer really wants to make an ar- 
rest, he should use a telescope,” she said. 


And then some 


‘According to Santiago, policemen can also 
make lawful arrests when: 
They had earlier conducted surveillance 


ofthe suspect. 

e They hear the disturbance created by 
the offense 

‘© There is probable cause of a communist 
threat. 

‘© There is probable cause of a national se- 
curity threat. 

The suspectis caught shoplifting and the 
shopkeeper detains him for a reasonable in- 
vestigation. 

Direct contempt (is) committed in the 
presence of the court, upon the oral discretion 
of the presiding judge. 

‘© The suspect is caught driving while in- 
toxicated. 


Unlawful arrests 
‘According to Santiago, unlawful warrant- 
less arrests are made when they are based on: 
‘© The verbal report of a witness. 
‘© Raw intelligence information. 
© Unreliable hearsay information. 
© Unreasonable suspicion. 


No liability 

‘Question: Ifa warrantless arrest was made 
and the court found the arrested persons 
nocent and acquitted them, would the arrest- 
ing officers be liable? 

“The answer is no," Santiago said. 

The senator said that if an arrest turned 
out to be unlawful, the court was still capa- 
ble of assuming jurisdiction over the ac- 
cused. Any objection to the court's jurisdic- 
tion would be waived when the person ar- 
rested submitted to an arraignment without 
any objection. 

“The strategy here is if you have doubts 
about the legality of your arrest, have it im- 
mediately arraigned before a judge,” she 
said. 

“In an arraignment, the arrested person 
makes a plea of guilty or not guilty. If he is ar- 
raigned and he pleads not guilry—thats the 
end of the story. The legality of the arrest can 
no longer be dug up,” Santiago said. 

For instance, the test of in flagrante delicto, 
according to the senator, is that the suspect is 
“acting under circumstances reasonably tend- 
ing to show that he has committed or is about 
to commit a crime.” 

“Evidence of guilt is not necessary. It is 
enough if there is probable cause,” she said. 

"That is why if [the person being arrested] 
says, ‘What you are doing is not right. You 
have no evidence.’ You answer back, ‘I have 
probable cause.’ That is the key" Santiago 
said. 


Warrant for sedition 

She stressed that under the doctrine of con- 
tinuing crime, anyone could be arrested any- 
where, anytime. 

"You don't need to [catch him] in the act 
because his crime is a continuing crime," San- 
tiago said, adding one of these crimes is rebel- 
lion. "But the Supreme Court said the [de 
trine] of continuing crime cannot be applied 
to inciting sedition.” 

"So let us remember ... ifthe crime is only 
inciting to sedition, then you need a warrant. 
of arrest," she said. 


Senga: I was in control during coup try 


From page Al 
ened, military officers had apparently 
“discovered that they are in a position 
to rule the country" The maverick ad- 
ministration senator said Ms Arroyo 
was lucky that the military top brass 
did not unite behind the rebels plot. 
“The administration and the oppo- 
sition should wake up to the clear and 
present danger of the military uniting 
and writing finis to the civilian gov- 
ernment,” Arroyo said. 


In position to rule 

“The military has become ascen- 
dant in the scheme of things. The les- 
son here is that while both the majori- 
ty and minority quarreled, the uni- 
formed services discovered that they 
are in a position to rule the country,” 
the senator said. 

“The military gradually positioned 
themselves to dictate already,” he said 
inan interview with the INQUIRER. 

"The elite forces of the uniformed 
services have supplanted the political 
‘opposition as the real opposition group 
to GMA. The political opposition has 
become irrelevant in the power equa- 
tion, splintered, squabbling, with nei- 
ther the power nor the high ground to 
unseat President Arroyo," he added. 

Stepping up her verbal assault on 
her opponents, Ms Arroyo said yester- 
day her administration was "deter- 
mined to clean out residual threats of 
destabilization with the heaviest ar- 
senal of constitutional measures we 
can muster” 

“One comprehensive, continuing 
sweep will deal with rightist coup plot- 
ters and left-wing insurgents and there 
will no longer be ifs and buts about it,” 
Ms Arroyo said at the inauguration of 
the Kawal Kalinga Housing Project in 
Palayan City, Nueva Ecija. 

Citing threats from a “cabal” of 
communist guerrillas, rebel soldiers, 
politicians and businessmen, Ms Ar- 
Toyo clamped a state of national emer- 
gency on Feb. 24. She lifted the emer- 
gency after a week, saying the attempt 
to unseat her had been aborted. 

Ms Arroyo has been hounded by al- 
legations she stole the 2004 presiden- 
tial election and demands that she 
step aside. The charges, which she has 
denied, stemmed from revelations in 
‘wiretapped conversations purportedly 
between her and former Election 
Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano. 


Sustained clampdown 

Speaking for the second straight 
day on her efforts to bring about po- 
litical stability, the 58-year-old Presi- 
dent said her administration “must 
sustain the clampdown on under- 
ground conspiracies until these are 
completely mopped up and wiped 
out." 

"The choice is either to keep this 
nation up and about in its business, or 
to allow it to wallow and fester under 
intensive care," the President said. “I 
have made the decision to take the 


Philippines out of sick bay,” she said. 

In a statement supporting Senga's 
contention, Esperon denied that he 
was the only one who had opposed 
Lim's plan. "I must say that this is the 
farthest from the truth," Esperon told 
reporters in Camp Capinpin in Tanay, 
Rizal, on Sunday. 

Esperon said that during the emer- 
gency meeting Senga called between 
the service commanders and Lim and 
Querubin on the night of Feb. 23, he, 
Mayuga and Reyes were behind Sen- 
ga. "We were unequivocal and we did 
not vacillate in our position that any 
such unauthorized undertaking must 
be quelled,” Esperon said. 

“Later on, (Senga) called General Lim 
and Colonel Querubin before us and we 
ended the meeting with a warning from 
the chief of staff that if they insisted on 
doing what they would do, I understood 
from what heard from the chief of staff 
that we will use force to stop that unau- 
thorized activity" Esperon said. 


Transitional government 

He recalled Reyes as telling Lim 
and Querubin after they proposed a 
takeover of the government that “we 
are not trained for that, that is not our 
constitutional duty.” 

Esperon also recalled Mayuga ask- 
ing Lim and Querubin “if they had any 
compassion for young officers or sol- 
diers who will be involved again and in 
the end will be left to their own." 

But Esperon confirmed an INQUIRER 
report on March 11 that Lim and Queru- 
bin did propose a “civilian transitional 

X during that meeting. 

Senga had previously denied an In- 
quier report that he considered a 
proposal to lead a military “caretaker 
government” that would replace the 
Arroyo administration. 

He said this was part of the in- 
trigues hurled at the military leader- 
ship to weaken its resolve to stand by 
the chain of command. 


Senga directed measures 

Lt. Gen. Romeo Tolentino, chief of 
the militarys Northern Luzon Com- 
mand, also brushed aside the Ingu- 
en report on Esperonis role, saying 
Senga had "total command and con- 
trol" of the preemptive measures that 
doused the Feb. 24 crisis. 

"That's wrong,” Tolentino said of 
the report. 

Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan, in a sepa- 
rate interview, said he took orders from 
Tolentino who had territorial com- 
mand over his 7th Infantry Division 
based in Fort Magsaysay, Nueva Ecija, 

“I should know because I received 
orders directly from General Senga 
himself, He called me on Feb. 22 to 
secure the command and to alert the 
troops for possible actions," Tolentino 
told the Ingumer by telephone from 
Fort Magsaysay. 

On Feb. 23, Tolentino said that upon 
Senga's order, he directed Nolcom's 
forces under Palparan to surround 


Camp Tecson, the base of Lim's Scout 
Rangers Regiment ín San Miguel, Bula- 
can. 


Air Force units alerted 

By that time, Noleom’s Air Force 
units were also readied to project air 
power. 

“The bombs were actually loaded,” 
‘Tolentino said, to prevent the Rangers 
from leaving camp and joining 
antigovernment rallies scheduled for 
Edsa l's 20th anniversary celebrations. 

"We already knew of the plot by 
General Lim. Esperon need not tell 
us," he said. 

‘aside from Lim, another officer was 
detained. Two others, who were arrest- 
ed, gave the details of the plot, he said. 

"Tolentino also confirmed that Maj. 
Gen. Pedro Cabuay, chief of the 
Southern Luzon Command, also 
moved his troops to stop the Scout 
Rangers from leaving Bicol 

Soldiers from the Solcom's 31st In- 
fantry Battalion disguised themselves 
in civilian clothes for the operations 
on Feb. 23, it was learned. 

Tolentino said he followed Senga 
not out of loyalty to the AFP chief of 
staff but out ofa “larger loyalty to the 
organization, to the President and 
country.” 

Palparan answered no when asked if 
it was out of loyalty to Esperon that he 
faced up to the Rangers, “It is part of 
‘our job to defend democracy he said. 

According to Palparan, the credit 
should go to intelligence officers who 
"did their job" in confirming that "some 
officers" in his own division were "ap- 
parently convinced" to join Lim's men. 

Palparan declined to give names 
but said six enlisted personnel were 
recruited. All of them, he said, were 
now detained and had been recom- 
mended for discharge. 


Habitual delinquents 

Also yesterday, Defense Secretary 
Avelino Cruz, speaking before the For- 
eign Correspondents Association of the 
Philippines, said rogue soldiers faced 
tough sanctions to discourage coup plots 
and rehabilitate “habitual delinquents 

Participants in past coup attempts 
had been treated lightly, including 
pushups for troops who repeatedly 
challenged President Corazon 
Aquino during her 1986-92 term. 

Cruz said he had introduced reforms 
to remove the military from politics 
and had tried to address the grievances 
of soldiers about housing, salaries 
equipment and training. 

“Uf they were really the leaders of a 
coup, they should all be lined up and 
shot,” said security analyst Rex Rob- 
Jes who, as a Navy captain, was impli 
cated in coup plots against Aquino, 

“They committed treason and the 
punishment for that is the firing 
squad.” With reports from Gil C. 
Cabacungan Jr. and Christine O. 
Avendaño in Manila; and Anselmo 
S. Roque, PDI Central Luson Desk 
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Noli stands by comments 
but questions headline 


By Cynthia D. Balana. 


VICE PRESIDENT NOLI DE CASTRO YESTER- 
day stood by comments he had made to the 
IuQuinsa about the importance of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo explaining the “Hello Gar- 
ci" tapes but took exception to a word that 
this newspaper used in the headline of its 
banner story last Sunday. 

De Castro was asked by the Inquinen if he 
was disowning what he had been quoted as 
saying in Sunday's top story in light of radio 
interviews yesterday in which he complained 
about the headline. 

"No, I did not deny (anything); it was just 
the headline,” De Castro said. Sunday's ban- 
ner headline said: “Noli: GMA must explain.” 

The INQumm should have used the word 
"can" and not “must” in the headline, De Castro 
said, adding he felt also that the headline 
should have emphasized that the President was 
‘quite capable of making such an explanation. 

De Castro said the headline disturbed some 
Palace officials who felt that the Presidenthad 
already given her side on the issue. He said he 
brought the matter up with the President 
while they were en route to Fort Bonifacio 
yesterday morning. 

“I told her that I had, indeed, made those 


comments to you, but I also stressed that she 
could easily explain herself to the people,” De 
Castro said. "I told her the headline was 
wrong.” 

Asked what Ms Arroyo's response was, De 
Castro replied, “Nothing, she just laughed.” 

He said he also explained to the President 
that the comments he had made to the Inoui- 
En were not unsolicited advice but were his re- 
sponse to a question on whether he believed 
Ms Arroyo should explain the “Hello Garci" 
tapes during a proposed dialogue with the mil- 
itary to stem restiveness among its members. 

Sunday's story was the result of an earlier 
interview in which De Castro, apprised that 
the “Hello Garci" scandal was one of the is- 
sues causing restiveness in the military, said 
he believed it was time for the President to 
clear the air since she was not able to do this 
‘well at the height of the scandal since emo- 
tions were still running high. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye and Presi- 
dential Managament Chief Mike Defensor, 
however, quickly shot down De Castro's state- 
ment, saying the matter should be put to rest. 
Bunye said that while the Palace respected De 
Castro's view, the issue had already gone 
through legislative inquiries and impeach- 
ment proceedings. 


Erap testimony set on March 22 


By Nelson F Flores 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN YESTERDAY SET 
former President Joseph Estrada's testimony 
in his own plunder trial for March 22 after 
curing short by a week a request by his 
lawyers to postpone the hearing further by 15 
days. 

Special Division Justice Diosdado Peralta. 
said the requested postponement of Estrada's 
testimony until March 29 was “too long." 

He was originally scheduled to testify in his. 
own behalf on March 15, but former Sen. Rene 
Saguisag, one of Estrada's lawyers, informed 
the court that the defense could not be ready 
by that date because they had suffered "the 
Joss of a week of preparation" as a result of the. 
deposed leader's eye operation last month. 

Another member of Estrada's defense 
team, former Manila Prosecutor Jose Flamini- 


BODY METRIC 


rae 


FATESINGRITNESS 


ano, sought a reconsideration of the court’s 
order, saying the former President needed 
more time to study the five-year-old trial's 
transcripts. 

Flaminiano promised there would be no 
more requests for postponements and that, to 
expedite the proceedings, he would personally 
conduct Estrada's direct testimony. But the 
court refused to postpone the hearing by more 
than seven days, even after Flaminiano suggest- 
ed raising the matter to the Supreme Court. 

Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-lgnacio 
said he was not surprised by the postpone- 
ment, charging that the defense had long 
been delaying the proceedings. 

Villalgnacio added that the actions of 
Estrada's lawyers in court were contrary to 
the public pronouncements of the former 
President, who had claimed he was “raring to 
testify" so the people would know the truth. 
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Group protests screening of ‘Casanova 3 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


AN ANTI-PORNOGRAPHY GROUP 
has criticized the R-13 rating given 
by the Movie and Television Review 
and Classification Board to the film 
“Casanova,” saying minors should 
not be allowed to view the movie 
because of its sexual content and 
anti-Christianity scenes. 

In fact, if Aldo Filomeno and the 
Philippine Alliance Against Pornog- 
raphy had their way, the film would 
not have been allowed to play in 
Philippine movie houses at all. 

"That film should have been banned 


in the first place,” Filomeno told re- 
porters at the Kapihan sa Maynila fo- 
rum. He said the film insulted the Ro- 
man Catholic Church and was not fit to 
be seen by young people because of the. 
supposedly wrong values it imparts. 
“The film is an affront to Chris- 
tianity and a total abuse against in- 
nocent children, "he said. 
“Casanova” features the story of 
the legendary lover known for his 
charms over women. It has been 
showing in theaters for a week. 
Among the things Filomeno 
protested were a sex scene involv- 
ing a nun, group sex, Casanova's se- 


duction of different women, and a 
scene showing three men being tor- 
tured by a bishop and his assistant. 

Filomeno said the MTRCB violat: 
ed the law when it allowed minors 
to view Casanova. He said the law 
states the MTRCB should disap- 
prove or delete portions that are im- 
moral, indecent or would encour: 
age violence or crime. 

He said he was not worried that 
his group's objection to the film 
would attract more viewers. 

“What we're talking about is the 
truth that its not good for children,” 
hesaid. 


Be in the 


At par with U.P., Ateneo and La Salle 


Management 
Marketing 


< 
eA 


Finance & Investment / Banking 


HRD 


Management 
Political Economy 


Management 
Political Economy 


Log on: www.iame.edu.ph 


B International Academy of 
Management and Economics 


First Class Class 


Rolling Admission for January to February 2006 
by resuming your education 


E-mail: testing@iame.edu.ph 
Direct Line: 8962355/58 

Other Lines 7572608 or 09 loc. 12 
Text or Call: 0920-2142320 

Or visit us at Ayala Avenue 
Extension (turn left off), 

1061 Metropolitan Avenue 

Makati City 1200 


X 


Avformula that: 
"the visible signs of 


fig 


SEPT | 


ts 


; BODY, SKIN & FACE by 
SLIMMERS WORLD 


PERSONAL TRAINING 
POWER STRETCHING 


) 


-CREDIT CARD OPTIONS AT 0%, 
ENA VENT AL CENTER EUR 


‘Per NCR Par KIT. Stes 208. 


NUTRITIONAL ADVICE. 


5 EREE 


PERSONAL !TRAINING 


SLOTS* 


will BURN FAT. 


LOSE 10 to 
50 inches 
or more 


from 


for heautiful smo 


white skin 


Lose 1,00 -calories: 


>|‘ -PERMANI 


HAIR REMOVAL 
The lowest price 


Tias s 
NOVA SKIN WHITENING 


‘while you relax 


Tn the Philippines. 


Thesiltimate bod} 
Whitening programs 


i 


here y 


here 
here y 


here 


C Tg LL. 


CALOOCAN 
Roda/Olive 
6F Panorama 
Bldg. Rizal Ave. 
365-1653 


ALABANG 
GemmalWendy 
2F RCBC Bldg. 

Zapote-Alabang Rd 

809-0396 


BINONDO 
"Thelma/jannah 
3F Regina 
Garden I 
242-1312 


Diamond Ultrapeel 
Skin Whitening Body Former 
Permanent Laser Hair Removal 


al 


CEBU 
lusa/Chryso — Eleanoriuvy 
Basement 182 27F Atlanta Cu. 
‘Ayala Center #31 Annapolis 
2313254 726-6505 


as <= 


GREENHILLS LEGASPI VILL. 
Lanionah 
GF Zeta Bldg. GF Adriatico Square 
Salcedo St 
893-8935 


MALATE 
DasyMhaye 


MEGAMALL 
GinaMaureen. 
2F Bldg. A 
Mandaluyong 
631-3869 


Adriatico Manila. 
536-0619 


www.slimmersworld.com.ph 


Hot Mas 


OTHER TREATMENTS: 
MESOTHERAPY 
UTRACELL FACE 


ESTYLANE 


—PE 


BLASER ACNE.TRE 
RWART, REMOVAL 


PASAY ROAD 
CherIMaan. 


PASIG 
Lorie/Dino 


inquire@slimmersworld.com.ph 


SM NORTH 
Mich 


SUBIC 
Bevery 


TRAFALGAR 
Ama 


SEA. nette. AF Anon dg. 2F es Sere 20a Pa 


335 
15920 


Marcos Hi-way 


88; 
09171 601.5333 


Quezon City 
929-5429 


Raal Haway 
252-6514 


HV deb Cota 
14-0138 


GUN CENTER: ALABANG 715068109183912510 BINONDO 2420728191782239 CALODCANJESS GREENHILLS 726 152609194986196 MALATE 5259890921 3173415_MEGAMAIL f 


743.91 647953 PASAY RD. 887353009156893068 PASIG 64738 140927534 1314 


nm... 


Bunye leaves it to AFP Army builds special jail ... 


to file case vs Inquirer 


From page Al 
“hands-off” policy on the matter. 

The military might “have their 
reasons” for considering taking 
legal action against the INQUIRER, 
he said. 

"[But] as far as we are con- 
cerned, what needs to be done is 
a strict implementation of what- 
ever laws we have,” he told re- 
porters, citing the fact that the 
country had laws against libel 
and inciting to sedition. 

Asked if he thought the Ingunn 
‘was out of line when it ran the sto- 
ries, Bunye said: “I wouldn't want 
tobe the judge ofthat.” 

“I think that should be settled 
at a different forum, not here,” 
President — Macapagal-Arroyo's 
spokesperson added. 


Put up or shut up 

‘At the House of Representa- 
tives, however, Surigao del Sur 
Rep. Prospero Pichay Jr. said the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines 
should “put up or shut up.” 

The administration lawmaker 
said ina phone interview that itwas 
“conduct unbecoming” of the AFP 
top brass to “threaten civilians.” 

"its without basis, Let me remind 
them that we're not yet under mili- 
tary rule and that they should stop 
threatening the media," said Pichay, 
vice chair of the House defense 
committee and a close ally of Presi- 
dent Arroyo. 

‘AFP spokesperson Col. Tristan 
Kison earlier warned that the IN- 
‘quien could be charged with libel 
or sedition for publishing on 
March 11 and 12 “baseless arti- 
cles” allegedly peddled by “un- 
seen hands and puppet masters" 
to divide the military. 


Residual threats 

[But] even the President an- 
nounced the existence of a coup 
which, however, was nipped in the 
bud. She even declared a state of 
emergency because of the threat 
ofa coup,” Pichay pointed out. 

‘The lawmaker said Kison’s de- 
nial that military adventurists 
had planned to replace Ms Arroyo 
with a caretaker government was 
contrary to the position taken by 
the Commander in Chief. 

He noted that Ms Arroyo even 
admitted that she was still bat- 
ling "residual" threats against 
her government. 

Pichay then called on AFP Chief 
of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga to 
stop muddling the issue and instead 
train his guns on “enemy forces 
within the military who are out to 
oust” the Arroyo administration, 

“Threatening the media won't 
stop residual forces who are out 
to carry out another adventurist 
scheme,” he added. 


Provide legal backbone 

For its part, the House commit- 
tee on justice urged the military 
to fast-track its probe on the 
aborted coup plot so that it could 
file the necessary charges against 
all those considered to still be 
posing “residual threats against 
the duly constituted govern- 
ment.” 

Representatives — Marcelino 
Libanan of Eastern Samar and 
Salacnib Baterina of llocos Sur, 
both lawyers and committee vice 
chairs, said that instead of trying 
to clip the freedom of the press 
enshrined in the Constitution, the 
AFP should simply do its job. 

They reminded Senga and Ki- 
son that only the legal process 
could provide the solution to 
stopping the coup plotters and 
their financiers from launching 
another destabilization attempt 
against the government, 


Lawyers warn GMA on 
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arbitrary arrests, and whatever 
you have,” Mendoza said, 

"But then again, these are 
questions of fact," he added, 


Immunity 

Senate Majority Leader Francis 
Pangilinan, chair of the investi- 
gating subcommittee on justice 
and human rights, pointed out 
that Ms Arroyo enjoyed immunity 
from suit and could only be held 
culpable "perhaps after she steps 
down,” 

He said the testimonies of the 
lawyers and the former justice 
phly highlighted “questions on 
the implementation of 1017.” 

* - The Senate opened its inquiry 
{iito PP 1017 on Thursday after 
T6 senators filed a resolution 
condemning the government's 


If the AFP fails to provide a le- 
gal backbone to Malacafiangs 
claims—such as the absence of a 
formal case against coup plot- 
ters—rebel soldiers would con- 
tinue to use their uniform and 
even their institution to black- 
mail government, said Libanan. 


Sanctions 

"it's time we bring them to jus- 
tice. The AFP must complete its 
probe and gather all evidence to 
back up the case that will be filed 
against the coup plotters. Other- 
wise, these rebel soldiers will be 
acting like spoiled bras who 
would throw tantrums if they 
don't get what they want. They vi- 
lated laws and they must be pun- 
ished accordingly,” said Libanan. 

Failing to give the military 
rebels the “sanctions they de- 
serve, if evidence warrants this, 
will pose a bigger threat than the 
so-called residual threat,” accord- 
ing to Baterina. 


Fearless views 

Laban ng Masa chair Francisco 
Nemenzo also expressed support 
for the INquinen’s exposés on there- 
al stories behind the failed military 
mutiny last month, saying this was 
part of freedom of the press. 

Inastatement sent to the INQUI- 
za yesterday, Nemenzo, former 
president of the University of the 
Philippines, said the media and the. 
Ingumer “must not be cowed by li- 
bel or inciting to sedition threats 
from the Arroyo regime.” 

“Your readers deserve the truth 
and all angles in the story even if 
this angers the Arroyo govern- 
ment and the remaining corrupt 
officers in the AFP The PDI 
should continue its responsibility 
of keeping the public informed 
and not buckle down to pressure 
from the Arroyo regime," he said. 

‘Nemenzo also called on media to 
continue to assert press freedom. 

“We call on PDI and the media 
in general to continue asserting 
press freedom. You are not alone 
in your quest for the truth and de- 
fense of the people's right to be 
informed. You have the majority 
of freedom-loving Filipinos be- 
hind you," he said. 


NTC powers 

Even so, broadcast regulators 
yesterday reiterated their belief 
that they could take over or close 
down radio and television sta- 
tions that air “seditious” news 
stories, a few days after media 
groups went before the courts to 
question this power. 

At the same time, however, Na- 
tional Telecommunications Com- 
mission chief Ronald O. Solis wel- 
comed the move of various media 
groups to elevate the matter to 
the courts, saying this would once 
and for all resolve the question of 
the NTC's powers. 

“We maintain that we have the 
power to take over or close sta- 
tions,” he said in an interview 
with reporters yesterday. 

Apart from various media 
groups, Solis’ position has also 
been criticized by several law- 
makers like Senate President 
Franklin M. Drilon and Sen. Joker 
Arroyo who said that regulating 
the content of the airwaves was 
beyond the NTC's ambit, 

Solis said the agency's power 
toregulate broadcast content was 
contained in the Public Service 
Act, which was enacted in 1936. 
"Tt is an antiquated law, but it is 
still in force," he said. 

Solis pointed out that the broad- 
cast regulator had not released any 
new guidelines apart from those is- 
sued in 1985 and 1989. 


rad on and attempt to control 
the media, the warrantless ar- 
rest of individuals, and other 
acts carried out under the state. 
of emergency. 

Ms Arroyo issued PP 1017 
placing the country under a state. 
of national emergency on Feb. 24 
after the military uncovered a 
plot by key officers to join protest 
marches on Edsa and announce 
their withdrawal of support from 
her 


Missing punch line 

Mendoza also said PP 1017 ap- 
peared to be deficient in the sense 
that while it contained a declara- 
tion of a state of national emer- 
gency, it stopped short of giving 
any orders to the military. 

"The punch line was missing," 
hesaid, 

Diokno 


pointed out th: 
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kasama na sila d'yan (They will 
be included there).” 


mously agreed to provide safe 
haven to all victims of repression. 
under the Arroyo administration, 
a member of one congregation 
told the Inquirer, 

The decision is contained in 
the draft of a new set of guide- 
lines to be released this week by 
the Association of Major Reli- 
gious Superiors in the Philippines 
(AMRSP), an umbrella organiza- 
tion of more than 360 congrega- 
tions. 

The document spells out as a 
"course of action” the opening of 
the doors of convents and semi- 
naries to anyone who would fall 
victim to warrantless arrest, de- 
tention, and even "invitation." 


Transient quarters 

Adjoining prison facilities are 
reportedly being planned, too. 

Esperon quipped: "Don't think 
of them as detention cells. Think 
of them as secured transient 
quarters." 

Army officials, who asked not 
to be named, said the military 
leadership planned to gather in 
one area the key officers implicat- 
ed in the aborted Feb. 24 coup 
plot. 

Authorities have linked former 
Scout Rangers commander Brig. 
Gen. Danilo Lim, Marine Col. 
Ariel Querubin and former police 
Special Action Force head Chief 
Supt, Marcelino Franco to the 
plot. 

‘The new prison facility will not 
be ready until “several more 
weeks,” according to one Army 
official. 


Repressive laws 

“Let us overcome fear,” the 
group said in the draft, a copy of 
which was shown to the INQUIRER 
over the weekend. 

The group drafts such docu- 
ments only for important events, 
like elections, a nun said. 

"Is even more compelling 
now because of the repressive 
laws of the Arroyo administra- 
tion,” she said. “They still remain 
even if Presidential Proclamation 
No. 1017 (on national emergen- 
cy) has been lifted,” 

‘The AMRSP came up with the 
draft after a daylong closed-door 


Another wind blows 

But a different wind is blow- 
ing through the country’s 
Catholic convents across the 
country. z 

In a move reprising their role 
during the martial law years, reli- 
gious congregations have unani- 
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gathering at Xavier University 
last week. 

‘Two of those present at the 
meeting, a priest and a nun, said 
the document was agreed upon in. 
principle by the religious superi- 
ors present. 


These measures only caused 
"confusion, division, anxiety, 
anger, fear and unrest among the 
people who are zealous in pro- 
tecting their civil liberties en- 
shrined in the Bill of Rights," the 
draft said. 

“We cannot watch with indif- 
ference the unfolding of these 
events reminiscent of the martial 
Jaw days because of the chilling 
effect in the society,” it added. 

Legal luminary and Jesuit 
priest Joaquin Bernas discussed 
the constitutionality of PP 1017 
during the meeting. Another 
speaker, university professor 
Randy David, recalled his expe- 
rience when he was arrested 
without a warrant for joining a 
protest action on Edsa on Feb. 
24. 

“We find ourselves sharing the 
confusion of our people in an at- 
mosphere of fear and helpless- 
ness brought about by the con- 
flicting pronouncements of the 
government regarding the real 
situation ofthe country the draft 
said. 

‘One prevailing sentiment dur- 
ing the deliberation was for the 


Draft circulated 

Although the guidelines have 
no binding effect on the congre- 
gations, they are generally ob- 
served, the two religious said. 

They said the draft had been 
circulated among members for 
their perusal or if they wanted to 
add anything, but essentially the 
contents of the message would be 
kept intact. 

‘The AMRSP membership in- 
cludes the Jesuits, Benedictines, 
Dominicans, Franciscans, Augus- 
tinians and the Lasallian and 
Marist Brothers of the Philip- 
pines. 


‘Confusion ... anger’ 

In the draft guidelines, the 
group expressed alarm over "re- 
pressive" measures, such as the 
government’ calibrated preemp- 
tive response policy on protest ral- 
lies, Executive Order No. 464 bar- AMRSP to make Ms Arroyo and 
Ting government officials from ap- her “minions” accountable to the 
pearing in congressional inquiries courts for Proclamation No. 
without Ms Arroyo's clearance, 1017, according to the INQUIRER 
and Proclamation No. 1017. sources, 


stole the election. 

Quoting one of the ped- 
dlers, an opposition leader 
said the P200 million would 
be divided equally among 
some 20 House policemen and 
civilian security officers hold- 
ing the footage. 

“You are not only paying for 
the CD," an opposition leader 
quoted his contact. "You are also 
ensuring the future of these offi- 
cers.” 

Realizing that there were no 
takers, the CD peddlers, accord- 
ing to the opposition leaders, re- 
duced the price to P30 million. 

‘Some of the members of the 
opposition were said to be will 
ing to raise P30 million for the 
CD on the condition that the 
security officers would issue 
separate affidavits and would 
all appear at a news confer- 
ence detailing how they ob- 
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‘campaign manager Lito Banayo, 
and a staff member of an 
ABS-CBN television program. 

The officials reportedly re- 
jected the offer because they 
found the price too high. They 
noted that the purported ped- 
dler of the "Hello Garci” tape, 
TSgt. Vidal Doble, got only P2 
million reportedly from the 
camp of former President 
Joseph Estrada. 


20 policemen 

The "Hello Garci" tape con- 
tained the wiretapped conversa- 
tions between President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo and former Elec- 
tion Commissioner Virgilio Gar- 
cillano that the opposition 
claims showed that Ms Arroyo 
rigged the presidential election, 
Ms Arroyo has denied that she 


Price tag: P200M, P30M, P3M, ... 


tained the CD. Cainta, Rizal, was fixed at P3 
The money was supposed to million. 
be turned over to thesecurityof- ‘The CD also showed scenes, 
ficers before they boarded a which were first reported by 
plane bound for abroad. Newsbreak magazine, on irreg- 
For still unknown reasons, ularities in the 2004 elections, 
the negotiation collapsed. and named lawyer Roque Bello 
as among those behind the tam- 
Last card 


pering of election returns. 

Before the alleged coup at- — A resident of Cainta, Bello re- 
tempt scheduled on Feb. 24, portedly owned the printing 
the price wentdown to P3 mil- press. The Inqummen yesterday 
lion. After the standoff at Ma- tried to contact Bello, a former 
rine headquarters two Sun- election official of the town, but 
days ago, it was raised anew his cell number was not work- 
to P30 million, with some op- ing. 
position leaders describing it The CD contained photos that 
as the opposition’s “last card” should have accompanied the 
in their quest to find some an; Newsbreak story. Yesterday, the 
swers to the election fraud Malaya newspaper published 
scandal. the photos. 

In contrast, the price of an- — One of the photos showed an 
other CD that detailed howelec- old car with license plate No. 
tion retums were reportedly PXD-330 allegedly used to d 
fabricated at a printing press in liver election returns. 


House probe of CD on 
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2005 while a group of heavily 
armed policemen stood guard 
outside the Batasan complex on 
orders, the officers said, of a re- 
tired police general. 

‘The theft took place five more 
times before the ballot boxes 
were turned over by the House of 
Representatives to the Presiden- 
tial Electoral Tribunal in 2005, 
according to the officers. 

Another CD shown to the IN- 
quien last week by another set of 
policemen detailed how election 
returns were allegedly fabricated 
ina printing press in Cainta, 


Opposition witnesses 

San Juan Rep. Ronaldo Zamo- 
xa said the CD viewed by the IN- 
‘quinen confirmed the allegations 
of ballot-box switching at the 
House of Representatives that he 
raised during the impeachment 
hearing, 

"It shows that we were not 
coming up with stories out of thin 
air,” Zamora said. 


abuse of power 


Prodamation No. 1021, which 
was issued on March 3 lifting the 
state of national emergency, did 
not explicitly revoke General Or- 
der No. 5 and No. 6. 

“Nowhere in the text is it writ- 
ten that General Orders 5 and 6 
were revoked, rescinded or 
ceased to have any effect, 
Whether this omission was delib- 
erate or merely an oversight, 1 
guess only time will tell" she 
said. 

"And if you put this omission. 
together with statements that 
‘yes, we can repeat 1017 any- 
time, then it is cause for con- 
cern,” she added. 

‘At the hearing, UP professor 
and INqumem columnist Randy 
Davi. pressed Congress to review 
the validity of BP 880, which he 
said bridged rather than en- 
sured the people's right to assem- 


plaint that accused her of poll 
fraud and other illegal acts. 

The opposition claims that Ms 
Arroyo rigged the election as in- 
dicated by her wiretapped con- 
versations with former Election 
Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano 
while the votes were being can- 
vassed, The President has denied 
rigging the polls. 

Bunye said the news about the 
alleged break-in was another at- 
tempt at “dirty tricks and psycho- 
logical manipulation." 

The break-in was reportedly 
recorded by one of the security 
officers using a small digital 
video camera. 

Six House employees stole 
lection retums from 38 
provinces and replaced them 
with fake and tampered ones, 
said the Inquiner report, quoting 
the security officers, some of 
whom were active members of an 
elite police group. 

‘The break-in purportedly took 


ble peacefully, 

“When I read Batas Pambansa 
Bilang 880, I had the impression 
that this wasn't an act ensuring 
the free exercise by the people of 
their right to peaceably assemble 
and to petition the government or 
other purposes," he said. 

"Rather, it struck me more as 
an abridgment precisely of the 
constitutional right to free ex- 
pression and to assemble peac 
fully, That is why my feeling 
that BP 880, which was made into 
law in 1985 at the height of the 
rallies against the Marcos govern- 
ment, is Orwellian in character," 
he sai 

David, together with Ronald 
Llamas of Akbayan and lawyer 
Argee Guevarra, was arrested in 
front of Camp Crame on Feb. 2« 
while marching to vard the Edsa 
shrine. 


‘break-in’ urged 


Zamora, however, would not cause these were used over and 
elaborate on the CD because he over again due to a lack of tapes. 


had yet to see it. Majority Leader Prospero No- 
“For one, the video shown to grales confirmed the existence of 
me was notin a disc. can't say if a video tape purportedly showing 
they are the same,” he said. the break-in and theft of election. 
He said he had witnesses who returns at the House, but he in- 
knew aboutthe ballot switching. sisted that the recording could 
One of them, who might have have been “fabricated.” 
testified had the impeachment “Breakin? I doubt it. The 
proceedings pushed through, had House is heavily guarded and has 
Shown him a video of the ballot- video cameras," he said. 
box switching, Zamora said. Nograles recalled that opposi- 
tion lawmakers had questioned 
DeVeneciaorders probe ^ ie security of the election re- 
Speaker Jose de Venecia has turns (ERs) late last year, but 
ordered House Secretary General "they did not push through for 
Roberto Nazareno and Deputy lack of any evidence that the ERs 
Secretary General Artemio Adaza kept at the House were switched 
toconduct an investigation of the or tampered with.” 
alleged break-in, 
“Jf indeed it was true, why are Best proof 
they bringing it up only now? Rep. Mauricio Domogan 
Even so, I have ordered ... anin- (Lakas, Baguio City), vice chair 
vestigation,” the Speaker said on ofthe House committee on con- 
radio dzBB, stitutional amendments, said 
Before he could conduct an in- the revival of the break-in issue 
vestigation, Nazareno virtually was suspect because it came on 
cleared members ofthe House se- the heels of an aborted coup 
curity force and the Special Ac- d'etat. 
tion Force of the Philippine Na- But Domogan said the video 
tional Police. tape, if genuine, would have 
“es difficult for an inside job been the "best proof against the 
and connivance to happen,” he President during the impeach- 
told reporters atthe House media ment,” 
center. Police appeared to bedis- 
Asked why this was so, tancing themselves from the al- 
Nazareno said: “Because we trust leged break-in and switching of 
our security people, Every night ballot boxes at the Batasan 
they would inspect the ballotbox- complex. 
es even in the presence of the The House sergeant-at-arms, 
members of the Special Action Bayani Fabic, will investigate the 
Force guarding the boxes.” reports, according to Senior Supt. 
He said all the ballot boxes Samuel Pagdilao Jt 
stored in the South Wing of the — The police will only come into 
House had all been accounted the picture "if requested” by 
for. House officials, he said, 
PNP Director General Arturo 
Video tapes erased Lomibao has directed Chief Supt. 
Ina statement, Nazareno sald Nicasio Radovan Jt, head of the 
the storage room was on a 24- Quezon City police, to coordinate 
hour security watch backed up by with Fabic in case police help was 
a closed-circuit monitoring sys- needed. 
tem. Pagdilao said the PNP would 
"The House security, however, wait forRadovan’s report, With 
said last year that the video tapes reports from Gil C. Cabacungan 
were only good for two weeks be- Jr and Luige A. del Puerto. 
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Bulacan folk seek stop to quarrying 


By Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk = Se 
and Blanche Rivera, in Manila j 


cITy OF MALOLOS—BULAKENOS HAVE 
launched a signature campaign to ask President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to stop quarrying and mining op- 
erations at the Biak-na-Bato National Park and tourist 
areas in the mountains of Dofia Remedios Trinidad 
and San Miguel towns, 45 km east of this city. 


‘A multisectoral group led by the a people's organizations’ federa- 
Dangal ng Bulacan Foundation Inc. tion called Bundok, said quarry- 
said the move was meant to stop ing and mining operations of pri- 
the destruction of the park and to vate firms at the Biak-na-Bato 
prevent landslides similar to what reservation site were endanger- 
happened in Southem Leyte last ing the lives of local residents. 
month that buried thousands ofres- The site, a refuge for the Katipu- 
idents and schoolchildren there. —— neros during the Filipino-Spanish 
‘Remedios Macalincag, the groups war in the 19th century has become 
president, said more than 100leaders a battleground between environ- 
Gf religious, education, business, mentalists and a quarrying firm. 
Youth, tourism, science and technolo-  Environmentaliss and local offi- 
gy sectors had already joined the cials have asked the Department of 
drive to save the Biak-na-Bato Park. Environment and Natural Resources 
Last month, Ricardo Medina Jr, to stop the operations of Rosemoor 
provincial environment and natural and Development Corp. 
resources officer, asked a court here 
toissuea temporary restraining order In a letter to Environment Secre- 
against a private company quarrying tary Angelo Reyes, the environmen- 
atthe Biak-na-Bato reservation. talis groups expressed concem over d 
The Biak-na-Bato was dedareda the "ilegal and environmentally am. 
national park on Nov 16, 1937 by hazardous exploitation” ofthe park. | LAUNDROMAT 
Procamation No. 223. Ithasanarea Bangon Kalikasan said RMDC had 
of 2,117 hectares of land, mostly been engaged in quarrying for more 
covering villages in Doña Remedios than a year even withouta permit. L 
"Trinidad and San Miguel. RMDC exracs marble from a NES s; 
Through Proclamation No. 401 330-ha area within the mineral reser- l . : 
issued on April 11, 1989, the na- vation by viue of a controversial S l d t | d t t h ll i 
amma ce werde SUU land dispute leads to mortar sheuin 
boundaries of the park and set ment it obtained from the DENR un- 
aside portions ofitasmineraland derthen Secretary Heherson Alvarez. ZAMBOANGA CITY—AN OLD DIS- said the indiscriminate fring of mor, intervened. hud's and a certain SPO3 Talib. 
watershed reservations. “The company used to operate puteinvolvingapieceofpropein tar shells in Barangay Sablay stared “But we have wamed the wo Sabban admitted that they: 
‘OnFeb, 6, 1998, Republic ActNo. under quarry license No. 33 which Barangay Sablay in Siasi, Sulu end- at Sam. and ended at 1 pm- families that whoever stants first, ei- could not get details of possible 
aen S ad eirghe Bi. (tobtained fom the Marcosregime ed upinanexchange of mortar fre Sabban said the | shelling ther by sheling or hoodne, wewil casualties because “our troops 
Cia Bano Park a historical shrine in 1982. The license was cancelled for almosteighthours yesterday stopped only when soldiers from recy confront them,"Sabbansaid. are concentrating on guarding 
and major tourist destination. M finality by the Supreme Court Col Juancho Sabban, commander the Marine Banalion Landing He identified the rwo families in- thetwowarring groups.” Julie 
Victoriano Villela, president of in November 2004. of ba Thad Marne Brigade in Sulu, Team 7 proceeded tothe area and volved as that of Baharon Samala- Alipala, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Engineering & Science * Architecture & Design * 


marrre PHOTO 
Women find a space for their laundry ina room that is supplied with water from a spring they call Old Faithful in Barangay Aplaya in 4 
Bauan, Batangas City. 
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GONGRATULATIONS 


to the following topnotchers 
in the February 2606 


Sanitary Engineering 
Licensure Examination 
FLOBEN DALE C. MORO.. 45T PLACE 
LEA JOY S. BACUDO .... E PLACE 
JOSEPHINE A. ROXAS P. PLACE 
SEVERINO B. REYES Ill. ... PLACE 
DON DEXTER R. ALHAMBRA PLACE 
HERCIE JEAN M. GOLFO ... one PLACE 
LOUIE M. MAGALONG . se " PLACE 


Scholarship and 


Financial Assistance Programs 


Offered 


For inquiries, you may 
or get in touch with the followir 


ADMISSIONS OFFICE CENTER FOR SCHOLARSHIPS. 
i i Email: admissions@mapuo.edu.ph. AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE Application 
‘tp://www.mapua.edu.ph Tel: (02) 247 - 5000 local 5101 Tel: (02) 247- $000 locol 1202 ^ 
p p P (02) 524 - 5570 (02) 301- 0102 On-going 


SURVIVORS 
Children who were 
forced to flee their 
homes following a 
landslide in Guin- 
saugon Village in St. 
Bernard, Southern 
Leyte sleep inside 
the United Church of 
Christin the 
Philippines Church 
that was turned into 
amakeshift 
evacuation center, 
The children and 
their families were 
from Barangay 
Hinabian. 
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Relief goods being 


sold in Guinsaugon 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau. 


STBERNARD, SOUTHERN LEYTE—SOME 
evacuees of this landslide-hit town have re- 
portedly sold some of the canned goods given 
to them because they were either too tired of 
eating these or they needed money. 

Ma. Victoria Labastida, chief of the Munici- 
pal Disaster Coordinating Council, and Tita 
Lorica, in-charge of relief distribution, heard 
talk about some evacuees selling food items 
intended for them. 
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“As to how many of these evacuees are do- 
ing this selling of relief supplies, I cannot tell. 
We don't have any personal encounter with 
any one of them, but we have heard it," she 
said. 

Labastida, whose office oversees the distribu- 
tion of relief supplies, said the local government 
"unit should institute measures to stop this prac- 
tice, 

“For one, we have asked all nongovernment. 
organizations that are giving relief supplies to 
the victims to coordinate with our office first be- 
fore they conduct their distribution. This way, 
we can monitor the items given to the evacuees 
and, at the same time, give what they just need 
‘within three days,” she said, 

Lorica said she, too, heard about the talk 
but added that she understood why some of 
the evacuees, numbering over 3,000, were 
doing this. 

“Of course, what they are doing is not good. 
Itis a bad display of their behavior. These food 
supplies are for them. But I guess we cannotre- 
ally totally blame them. Perhaps, they want to 
eat other than those given to them,” she said. 

“They don't have work. They want some 
cash to buy some of their needs not provided 
by us," she added 

Lorica said the practice had been going on. 
for days. Some sell the food items distributed 
to them or exchange these with fish or vegeta- 
bles, she said. 

An evacuee, who asked to be identified on- 
ly as Nina, said some sold or bartered part of 
their food rations to retail store owners near 
the evacuation centers, or to fishermen. 

Some evacuees refused to comment when 
reached by the INQUIRER. 

Astore owner near the St. Bernard Central 
School denied buying any food items from the 
evacuees. 

The report was denied by Araceli Gorne, a 
volunteer who helped handle the information 
desk at the Christo Rey Regional High School, 
one of the evacuation centers. 

“We have introduced a gate pass policy 
here, Every time they (evacuees) leave the 
premises, they are being inspected. That is 
why we can say that the alleged selling of re- 
lief supplies is not happening here,” Gorne 
said. 

Many of the evacuees have been staying in. 
schools since Feb. 17 when a massive land- 
slide buried Guinsaugon. 
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Harassment Unknown disease stalks Sorsogon jail 


of woman costs 
2 men their hair 


CITY OF MALOLOS 
—Two men allowed 
their long hair to be. 
sheared on March 8, 
International Wom- 
en's Day, as penance 
for harassing a 19- 
year-old = woman 
here. 


SORSOGON CITY—A mysterious dis- 
ease continues to hound prisoners of 
the provincial jail here and has caused 
the death of at least eight prisoners 
since October last year. 

‘Three of the prisoners died within a 
week. 

The deaths prompted Gov. Raul Lee 
to send a medical team from the provin- 
cial health office to investigate. 

Jose Lopez, jail records officer, said 
the three inmates who died in just a 
span of six days exhibited common 


Solano, Feb. 8. 

Provincial health officer Dr. Edgar 
Garcia said he could not yet identify the 
disease that caused the deaths. But he 
said the latest vietim was found to have 
died ofa heart attack. 

Garcia, however, explained that 
heart attack could just be the secondary 
cause and another disease, the primary 
cause, could have triggered the heart 
attack. 

Garcia said his office would conduct 
a background study on the victims to 


check their health history, as well as 
health conditions inside the jail, includ- 
ing the inmates’ meals. 

"The health official said malnutrition 
could be one reason, citing the symp- 
toms exhibited by the victims. 

The inmates have reportedly com- 
plained about the food being given to 
them by a caterer, said to be managed 
by acting warden, Isauro Pura. 

It was learned that the prisoners 
were usually given a cup of rice, dried 
fish and meat broth for lunch and din- 


ner, and just a cup of coffee and two! 
pieces of bread for breakfast. 4 

Pura said he was also puzzled by the} 
deaths. 

Governor Lee has ordered an in“ 
vestigation of jail conditions, includ- 
ing the series of jail breaks that re- 
sulted in the escape of at least 15 
prisoners. 

He said he would designate an acting 
warden pending results of the probe. 

Bobby Labalan, PDI Southern Luson 
Bureau 


Mark Alvarez, 24, 

and Charles Chang, 

22, both from this cty, decided that shearing 
their hair, which they kept long for five 
years, was a more acceptable punishment 
than a sexual harassment suit being pre- 
pared by the woman's family and fiancé. 

‘The two men apologized to the woman 
for bombarding her cellular phone with un- 
‘welcome romantic advances, during a set- 
‘lement meeting with her and her boyfriend 
and their relatives on Tuesday afternoon. 

The woman said the two men, who are 
mountaineering enthusiasts, had been alter- 
nately calling or texting her since March 1 to 
cajole her into having a date with them. 

"The woman said she tried to discour- 
age the two men, but they continued ha- 
rassing her. 

Her boyfriend, a radio reporter here, dis- 
covered the text messages and had politely 
confronted the two. He asked them by tele- 
phone to desist from courting his girlfriend 
because they already had wedding plans. 

But he said he was shocked when the ` 
two fired back with harsh words, and 
dared him to a fist fight. He said he 
recorded the conversation as part of 
their evidence against the two men. 

‘Alvarez and Chang offered to settle 
their differences. 

But the woman's boyfriend wanted 
their hair. Carmela Reyes, PDI Central 
Luzon Desk 


symptoms, 

The latest victims 
were identified as | 
Angel Tagle, who 
died on March 4; Ed- 
win Laura, March 8; y 
and Eduardo Jal- 
mansar, March 10. 

All experienced 
paleness, edema and 
sudden weakness be- 
fore they died. Ede- 
ma is an abnormal 
accumulation of flu- 
ids in a connective 
tissue or in cavities. 

Lopez said that as 
for as he and other 
jail officials could re- 
member, the first fa- 
tality, Christopher Bi- 
olena, had the same 
symptoms before he 
died in jail on Oct. 2 
last year: 

Four more prison- 
ers died after Biole- 
na. They were identi- 
fied as Jimmy James 
Balmes, who died on 
Dec. 21, 2005; Loreto 
Alvarez, Dec 27, 
2005; Jessie Hubilla, 
Jan. 24, and Amel 
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Sound advice 


urged President Macapagal-Arroyo to address square- 


Ls SATURDAY, VICE PRESIDENT NOLI DE CASTRO 


ly the Hello Garci” question to stem the restiveness in 
some sectors of our society, particularly the military. This is 
unprecedented but sound advice from the Vice President 
‘who has himself said that it was not his habit to give unso- 
licited advice to the President. 


‘EDITORIAL 


We believe that the President would 
do well to heed her Vice President's 
advice. The “Hello Garci” matter lies 
„at the root of the question over the le- 


gitimacy of the Arroyo presidency, and unless it is ad- 
dressed and explained to the satisfaction of the people, 
political instability and turmoil will continue until the 
very end of Ms Arroyo's term. If she is really concerned 
about the economic and political stability of the nation, 
would she want the present state of affairs to continue? 
Actually, Ms Arroyo addressed the “Hello Garci” issue at 
the height of the scandal last year, buther statement raised 
more questions than it gave answers. In a short speech 
broadcast over nationwide TY, she apologized for what she 
called “a lapse in judgment” in phoning an election official 
whom she did not identify. She said she did it because she 


‘wanted to protect 


her votes. She did not give any other de- 


tails. Her statement only strengthened the belief of some 
sectors that she rigged and stole the 2004 presidential 


election. 


Ifshe is finally to give a complete explanation, how will 
she do it? An impeachment trial would be ideal because it 
is an adversarial proceeding. Her testimony or that of her 
aides could be challenged by the testimony of other wit- 


nesses. The truth 


of statements could be proved or dis- 


proved in the presentation of evidence and in the cross- 
examination of witnesses. Finally, the people may get the 
whole truth about the “Hello Garci” scandal and the 2004 
presidential election. 

The matter could have been resolved had the impeach- 
ment trial been allowed to proceed last year, but her allies 
in the House used their overwhelming numbers to quash 
the impeachment complaints. We hope the pro-adminis- 
tration congressmen would think carefully before they 


vote on an expected impeachment complaint this year. If 


they want to put an end to the current political instability, 
an impeachment trial could be the solution. 

‘Another way of addressing the issue of the legitimacy 
of Ms Arroyo's presidency would be to hold a snap presi- 
dential election. Congress could pass a law authorizing 
the holding of a snap election since the Constitution does 
not provide for it. Thailand is now about to hold a snap 


election to try to 


put an end to its current political tur- 


moil. Like Ms Arroyo, Thaksin has been asked to resign by 
protesters, but he has said time and again that he would 
not bow to their demands for his resignation. 

“I am ready to quit, but only through a democratic pro- 
cess,” Thaksin said. We believe that our nation could also 
resolve the question that is rocking our political and eco- 
nomic stability through the democratic process of a snap 
election. But first, of course, the Augean stable that is the 
Commission on Elections has to be cleaned up to insure 
that the one who wins the snap presidential election wins 


~it fair and square. 


‘The current restiveness of various sectors of society, not 
the least of which is the military, will not end until the 
question of the legitimacy of Ms Arroyo's presidency is 

"answered to the satisfaction of the entire nation. Band- 

_ aid solutions—such as dialogues with military officers 
vand men, and salary raises for government employ- 
ees—will not do the trick. The President will be forced 


time and again to 


declare a state of emergency to meet re- 


al or imagined challenges to her staying in power. Mean- 
while, political and economic instability will be exacer- 


bated, 


For the good of the country, we urge President Arroyo 
to heed the good advice of her Vice President: she should 
come clean, tell the complete truth about the "Hello Gar- 
ci" matter and settle, once and for all, the question about 
the legitimacy of her stay in Malacafiang. 
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THE INQUIRER REPORTS ON SECRET 
negotiations for a military coup, with civilian 
trimmings to oust the Arroyo administration 
displayed a newspaper's role as society's early 
warning system. 

‘Tony Bergonia and Dona Pazzibugan re- 
vealed “Why the withdrawal plot failed.” And 
in follow-up reports, Fe Zamora pinpointed 
who were to be in a junta that fizzled. We es- 
caped fratricide (among heavily-armed units) 
not along constitutional lines or national is- 
sues but along antipathy or loyalty to a Presi- 
dent. 

Despite the trappings of a modern military, 
we've not really moved beyond the era of the 
barangay, to paraphrase the late historian Ho- 
racio de la Costa, S.J. We deal with national af- 
fairs as Lapu-Lapu or Humabon did. 

By publishing those reports, the INQUIRER 
dealt citizens, otherwise kept in the dark, a say 
in decisions that affect their lives and liberties. 

AFP spokesperson Col. Tristan Kison deni: 
the stories. But the major players zippered 
their lips. The military may file either libel or 
sedition charges against this paper, Kison mut- 
tered. Ina free society, that's anybody's right. If 
a paper printed such reports, under a “transi- 
tional council,” aka. junta, the caudillos 
would shut it down. Marcos "Rolex 12" did just 
that. 

The planners insist their “transitional coun- 
cil” was not a coup or a junta. It was a “military 
caretaker group.” Hijo, el mismo pero con difer- 
ente colar, my late grandmother used to say. 
"ts the same mongrel, son, but with a differ- 
enthand-me-down collar” 

‘People have a deep-seated resistance to jun- 
tas, the Ingumer sources explained. Alas, no- 
body factored in the equally stiff resistance 
from the international community. Imagine if 
the first foreign government to recognize our 
caretakers would be the Burmese junta. 

But the armed forces are the "constitutional 
protector of the state and defender of the peo- 
ple.” They're “rescuing” the people. Whether 
they like it or not, that is irrelevant. Even God 


AT ONE POINT LAST WEDNESDAY, DONG 
Puno, playing devil's advocate, asked his 
guests: "But what's wrong with asking the me- 
dia to act responsibly?” I was asked to join that 
show but couldn't because I was busy getting 
in touch with musicians to mount a concert for 
freedom—Ill tell you all about that tomor- 
row—but I wish I had after hearing that ques- 
tion. Early on, [had just heard GMA telling me- 
dia off about their incompetence. Media, she 
said, were obviously being irresponsible in the 
things they were saying. She singled GMA 7 as 
the exemplar of good journalism. 

‘The last compelled Mike Enriquez to protest 
that he himself wasn't pliant and acquies- 
cent—which gave the world to understand the 
true meaning of “responsible journalism.” 
Who knows? Maybe Enriquez remembered 
that the reason GMA 7 got ahead in life was 
that the competition, ABS-CBN, got to be 
known as pro-Erap during Erap's time, which 
sent its credibility crashing. With history re- 
peating itself with a fury in this country, En- 
riquez probably figured being commended for 
“responsible journalism" by GMA could be the 
blast of wind that could set his station into a 
tailspin, 

What's so wrong with GMA telling media to 
be responsible? 

Well, first off, a would-be president who 
cannot comport herself responsibly in an elec- 
tion has no business lecturing journalists on 
how to report things responsibly. A would-be 
president who cannot take responsibility for a 
humongous crime, the most basic one in any 
election, which is to call an election commis- 
sioner in the middle of counting, has no busi- 
ness telling journalists that reckless reporting 
cannot be passed off as an impropriety or lapse 
in judgment. GMA's ability to grasp the concept 
of responsibility is so little in evidence she 
shouldn't really be drawing attention to it, as if 
she were an authority on the subject. 

That's the reason quite incidentally why the 
people being accused of or implicated in plot- 
ting to oust her a couple of weeks ago are not 
the least bit bothered by it. As someone told 
me some days ago, why should they? If GMA 

` 


Same mongrel 
E 


does not ram salvation down man's throat. So, 
are these generals cut from a different cloth? 

The "Liberation" called for soldiers to troop 
down Ayala Avenue on the 20th anniversary of 
Edsa I, sporting white patches, and with their 
gun muzzles down. Then, AFP highest offi 
cers would clamber on the stage and an- 
ounce: they were withdrawing support from 
the President. 

This “bloodless maneuver" presumably 
would meet the exacting standards of even 
Mahatma Ghandi who said: "Non-violence is 
the first article of my creed. It is the final article 
in my faith." 

twas high on theatrics and low on firepow- 
er, the INQUIRER source noted. Government 
‘won't just collapse when rebels say: Boo! Many 
AFP officers retain constitutional values, a Yale 
University study found. Will religious groups 
salute? And the Catholic Church? 

Manila is not the Philippines. Would local 
governments docilely submit? And what about 
ordinary people in the provinces? They've re- 
fused, so far, to rise up in People Power. 

“Theirs, | think, is not silence. Even 
now...they are making a loud statement,” 
writes the Inquirer's Antonio Montalvan I. 
“They are, in fact, rejecting the present field of 
alternative personalities.” 

A facade of “normality” would be main- 
tained. “Congress will not be shut down" —for 
the moment. Only heads of the legislative and 
judiciary would be lopped off- fora start. 

Sure, the caretakers would scrap the Consti- 
tution and take over government, "briefly 
The call for “immediate elections was key . 


Responsibility 


THERE'S 
THE RUB 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


can be caught on tape plotting with Garci to 
steal the elections and she can deny it to death, 
everybody else can be caught on tape or video 
plotting to overthrow her and they can deny it 
to death. At the very least, my friend said, they 
can always say the tape or video was doctored. 
At the very most, they can always say with a 
robotic voice, "L..am..somy" She brought 
this absurdity on herself. 

Quite apart from that, what's so wrong with 
GMA telling media to be responsible is that she 
arrogates unto herself the power to determine 
what is truthful or not. Even if GMA were the 
most truthful woman on this earth—which is 
like saying, even if her husband were the most 
honest man on this earth—that is the most 
dangerous thing on this earth. No leader may 
presume to tell media what or how to report on 
the ground that he or she knows best, or, heav- 
en help us, has espied God's plan for this coun- 
try. Thar is the kiss of death for any democracy. 

Erap didn't just win the elections in his time, 
he won it big-time, That did not give him the 
right to tell media how to behave responsibly, 
though that too was exactly what he tried to do 
then. He pretty much closed down the Manila 
Times by bearing down on its owners, and 
called for an ad boycott on the Ingumer in 
hopes of bringing it to its knees. His reason? 
They were reporting him wrongly. It was a con- 
cept that was not lost on his subalterns in the 
provinces, who also tried to do the same thing 
to local newspapers they decreed were report- 
ing them wrongly Then—as now—media 
fought back. 

‘The concept that anyone, other than the 
journalists themselves banded together in an 
effort to raise standards, may arbitrate on 
truth in reporting is dangerous m an even 
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and everyone would be busy campaigning 
Besides, the military has the barrel of the gun,” 
said the source. This is still being said in 2006? 

Tn April 1990, the late National Scientist 
Dioscoro Umali cautioned UP graduates: “The 
wasteland of moral values... is most strikingly 
seen in the atrophied constitutional reflexes of 
some military men. Oblivious to the irony, they 
proclaim a creed that bastardizes Mao Ze- 
dong's axiom. Democracy, they tell us, grows 
out ofthe barrel of a gun." 

Senator Joker Arroyo speaks of the same 
numbing of constitutional values. "Violations 
of the Constitution have transmogrified into 
ordinariness. The protests, even in the Senate, 
have become mechanical reactions.” 

Gun barrels would install a “transition coun- 
cil” of initially five, military officers. All un- 
elected ( "no-els" ), they'd rule by decree, as 
Marcos, Suharto, Thanom, Park, Amin, So- 
moza, Noriega and Pinochet did. If combat 
boots turn off people, why, some pliant civil- 
ians could deodorize the junta 

But ex-secretary Renato de Villa threatened. 
to quit if Jose Ma. Sison joined to represent the 
Communist Party. E di kayo na lang diyan. 
(Read: “Over my dead body.”) 

‘Their first edict would declare the May 2004 
elections “null and void.” They'd rule while the 
Commission on Elections is purged before 
elections will be held. 

There'd be “fair trials” for Ms Arroyo, Vir- 
gilio Garcillano, Agriculture Undersecretary 
Jocelyn “Joc-Joc” Bolante and others. By mili- 
tary tribunals? The kangaroo trial of Senator 
Benigno Aquino under Military Tribunal No. 1 
isnot exactly reassuring. 

In a region where democracy remains frag- 
ile, Indonesia is emerging from three decades 
of dictatorship, Associated Press reports. "The. 
world's largest Muslim nation is making signif- 
icant progress toward rule of law, press free- 
dom and transparency” even as the Philippines 
backslides into possible caudillo rule. 

Indeed, "there is much law at the end of a 
bayonet.” 


more literal sense. It carries with it lethal con- 
sequences, Last year, 1 was absolutely dumb- 
founded when I talked in a couple of provinces 
about the killing of journalists, and several 
persons among my audience asked me if the 
victims had not in some way brought their fate 
upon themselves by reckless reporting. 

1 said that most of the victims had in fact 
been reporting on the wrongdoing of offi 
cials—drugs, corruption, gambling—when 
they were killed, And I pointed out exception- 
ally animatedly that the most scandalously 
reckless reporting does not justify being killed. 
We have laws to correct the fault, and public 
officials do not lack for means to seek redress 
or air their side to the public. I pressed on even 
more animatedly that the day we agree to let 
public officials decide what the truth is and 
‘what punishment their detractors deserve is 
the day we hammer the last nail on the coffin 
of democracy. Let's just shoot ourselves in the 
head, Ies faster, more painless, and has the 
same effect. 

‘There is a variation on the theme of tyrants 
asking media to report responsibly and that is, 
tyrants asking media to stop being negativistic 
and dwell on the “positive” instead. Truly, 
those who do not heed their history are 
doomed to repeat it. That was what the Marcos 
regime ordered the media to do, practice "de- 
velopment journalism,” which essentially 
‘meant to report on the presumably good things 
martial law was doing for the country. The con- 
cept swiftly turned into its satirical cousin, 
which was “envelopment journalism." The lat- 
ter referred to the envelopes full of money that 
went to the editors for printing Malacañang 
press releases as headline stories. All the news- 
papers at the time carried the same front page 
stories in nearly identical words. The editors 
got rich, the renders got poor. 

You hear government asking the media to 
“report responsibly” and "dwell on the posl- 
tive,” dig in, fortify the trenches, The enemy is 
coming, 

Forgot to mention yesterday, our Thursday 
concert is FREE. Come one, come all. Be tree. 
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AT THE RECENT WAKE FOR REP EDCEL 
Lagman’s father, | chatted with some of Edcels 
lawyer classmates from UP Class 1966. The topic 
was the crackdown by the Arroyo administration on 
military elements that supported the recent coup 
attempt. One lawyer said he is all for the purge 
Which is long overdue. His seems to be the popular 
feeling. Ithas now become obvious to many that! the 
soft handling of the rebellious military by past ad- 
ministration has encouraged incorrigible elements 
to repeatedly try to bring down the government. 


‘The row between the Inqumer and the military 
establishment over recently published articles 
shows there are always two sides of a coin. Over 
the past 20 years, the Ingumer has cultivated 
sources deep in the military, and understandably 
many of them do not want to be quoted. On the 
other hand, the military obviously feels Ingum- 
x's "sources" may not be telling the whole truth, 
or that they may be manipulating it for their own 
agenda, It fears that half-truths may be aiding, 
wittingly or unwittingly, destabilization efforts. 
The military said it's thinking of filing charges 
against the paper. Filing charges is an option 
‘open to those who are aggrieved by a news sto- 
Ty; nay a right our Constitution guarantees. On 
the other hand, the newspapers would not be 
wanting for lawyers ready to defend the free- 
dom of the media. Recent developments are 
defining the parameters of state-media relations 
along the buzzwords of media freedom and re- 
sponsibility, which should not be opposing but 
twin or partner concepts, 


Sen. Joker Arroyo was quoted as wondering 
why there has been “no outrage” over what he 
deemed to be violations of people's civil liberties 
and the technical arrest of left-wing House lead- 
ers. The latter event drew some protest from some 
House members, but Arroyo noted that there was 
hardly a whimper even in the Senate. I suspect one 
reason is people-power fatigue; another is that cit- 
izens are disappointed with these leftist leaders. 
When these militants first surfaced to run under 
the party-list system, following the repeal of the an- 


Middle-class anger 


IT TOOK THE ASSASSINATION OF NINOY 
‘Aquino to finally rouse the Filipino middle class 
into collective and united action against the Mar- 
cos dictatorship. 

Before Aug. 21, 1983, much of the fighting was 
left to the communist rebels and militants in both 
the Left and Left-of-Center, who engaged in clan- 
destine protests and even terrorist activities. Re- 
ports circulated, via word-of-mouth or “Xerox 
journalism,” about demolitions and summary ex- 
cutions in urban poor communities, “zoning” in 
rural areas, and massive dislocations of ethnic 
communities in service of “development” pro- 
jects; but none of these seemed to move the gen- 
eral population. Besides, much of the media, in 
the hands of the Marcos cronies and relatives, 
was controlled and co-opted. 

Ironically, it was the private business sector 
that fed the growing restiveness. "Crony capital- 
ism,” a term first used by business leader Jaime 
Ongpin, focused attention on the growing domi- 
nance of Marcos friends who were taking over 
important sectors of the economy, often using 
their political influence to win monopoly control 
over key resources. Corruption and abuse were 
also taking their toll, bankrupting the economy. 

The economic crisis, coupled with popular anger 
over the killing of Ninoy, galvanized the middle 
class like no other event. The moral outrage was 
there, of course, but so was the sense of fear and 
desperation. Housewives spent precious hours 
trawling the aisles of giant supermarkets and even 
the smallest groceries searching for basic commodi- 
ties that had suddenly disappeared from the 
shelves. The value of the peso tumbled. Their backs 
against the wall, the security of their economic sta- 
tus threatened, the middle class responded to the 
call ofthe times. Suddenly, professionals—like doc- 
tors, teachers, accountants, even dentists—orga- 
nized themselves and made their collective pres- 
ence felt in rallies. Alumni of exclusive schools, the 
source of the country’s economic and social elite, 
adopted catchy names evoking revolutionary fervor 
and joined the almost-daily street protests. 
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ti-subversion law, many citizens welcomed the pos- 
sibility that they would serve as the conscience of 
the elite-dominated Congress. With their entry into 
the parliamentary struggle, people expected them 
to abandon their links to the underground Left. But 
the people were disappointed when the leftist 
House members failed in condemning the violent 
and terroristic acts of the New People's Army. 

‘Yesterday, the Department of Justice started its 
preliminary investigation into the allegations that 
leftist representatives have been channeling their 
CDFS to the NPAs. The allegations have yet to be 
proved in court, but add them up to the prominent 
Tole the leftist groups played in the recent destabi- 
lization moves and few should wonder why there's 
litle sympathy for them. Its telling, for instance, 
that a columnist in another paper recently assert- 
ed that perhaps the party-list system may be a 
"greater evil" than the weaknesses of the demo- 
cratic system that ts trying to fight. 


A handsome coffee table book, titled “Abaca 
Philippines,” will be launched this Thursday, 
March 16, 5:30 p.m. at the Ayala Museum. It is 
co-published by one of the most outstanding 
anti-impeachment legislators, Camarines Sur 
Rep. Luis Villafuerte, and eAsia Outsourcing & 
Marketing Services. Touted as the "first com- 
prehensive visual guidebook on the abaca plant. 
and its numerous by-products," the book, au- 
thored by Lalaine Villafuerte-Abonal, daughter 
of Louie and Nelly Villafuerte, celebrates in 
over 750 colored photographs the diversity of 
the amazing abaca, which Rep. Villafuerte calls. 
“an environmentally-intelligent material.” 

‘The book explores abaca as gorgeous tex- 
tile, pulp and specialty paper, high-fashion 
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NO OPPOSITION leader has been assassinated, 
though a number, notably the more militant of 
the party-list legislators, have been arrested, or 
labor under the threat of arrest. Officials issue 
warnings about how business leaders, who sup- 
posedly financed the failed coup, and other an- 
ti-GMA figures are under surveillance and how 
they would be brought in "soon." The military 
brass is conducting a “hunt” for putschists sup- 
posedly still within their ranks. 

The fear and tension are there, but where is 
the public anger? Public opinion surveys reveal 
that the majority of the Filipino people believe 
that the President has yet to tell the whole truth 
about the results of the 2004 elections and that. 
they think she should resign or be replaced. But. 
we have yet to feel this public opinion support 
expressed in terms of warm bodies at the ral- 
lies; or the palpable anger expressed in creative 
street comer protests and political parapherna- 
lia like Tshirts, pins and pennants. 

remember a friend once commenting rueful- 
ly that he should have known that the movement 
advocating a "boycott" of the 1984 Batasan elec- 
tions had no public support whatsoever when 
only a few pieces of his "boycott" pins sold. 

Is the absence of saleable protest items—and 
customers for them— indicative of public indif- 
ference, or just the lack of entrepreneurial fer- 
vor among today's protesters? 


Rina Jimenez-David | 


EXPLANATIONS for the political apathy of the 
members of the Filipino middle class—as well as 
their anger atthe various groups mounting protests 
against the Arroyo administration—have not been 


furniture and décor accessories, cosmetics 
and skin care products, and versatile wrap- 
ping material. It also shows its great industrial 
potential as ceramic textile and roofing mate- 
rial, teabag for the tea-drinking billions, ban- 
knote and security paper, insulation material 
for computer chips, bumper wrapper, and 
many other possibilities. Noted fashion de- 
signers such as Dita Sandico-Ong also explore 
it as haute-couture attire, modeled by Repre- 
sentatives Eileen Ermita-Buhain, Anna York 
Bondoc, Miles Roces and Albert Garcia, and 
‘Trade Undersecretary Carissa P Cruz. 

‘What I like most about the book is that it fo- 
cuses on abaca production as the crucial impe- 
tus that would liberate Bicolandia and other 
abaca-producing regions from poverty. Grab 
the book at launch prices. 

Last March 8, International Women’s Day, over 
700 independent women leaders (and a few men) 
affixed their signatures to a two-page newspaper 
spread, declaring their unwavering support for the 
Constitution and the rule of law. They also ex- 
pressed their gratitude to the gallant soldiers and 
police who uphold the law and follow the chain of 
command; and they exhorted their countrymen to 
unite, with God's help, to move the country for- 
"ward: “Tama na ang Gulol Let's move on.” Among 
the prominent signatories were renowned concert 
pianist Nena del Rosario Villanueva, business lead- 
ers Loida Nicolas Lewis and Lourdes Avancena- 
Arcenas and civil society leader Angelina Barrera. 
Basically these were the same leaders who issued a 
decalogue supporting the Constitution and the rule 
of law during the House impeachment process, and 
conducted a vigorous campaign in radio and TV in 
support of constitutional processes. 

"The leaders belong to an NGO called “Mahal 
Ko, Bayan Ko," which raises funds for patriotic ac- 
tivities through various means, such as selling 
flag lapel pins. The prime movers are convenor 
Evelyn Kilayko, Bessy Buencamino, Peggy Vera, 
Marilou Varona, Marie del Rosario, Diame Du- 
maup, Suzette Pido, Marietta Cuyegkeng, Soiri 
Luz Nuyda and Mel Chan. 


lacking. Last Sunday I reprinted the rebuttal of 
Bong Austero, the author of one letter purporting to 
reflect the sentiments of the middle clas, to a reply 
issued by Enteng Romano, who is himself a middle- 
class entrepreneur, who happens to lead the anti- 
GMA "Black and White” movement. 

‘As Austero says, they are “sick and tired" of be- 
ing judged by people who persist in adopting a 
“morally superior” stance over everyone else who 
doesn’t share in their sentiments. 

But his letter doesn't explain why they feel anger 
toward the protesters but not toward President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, even if, as Austero says, he nev- 
er really tiked her. Or why they are not upset at the 
sight of police beating up demonstrators and bodily 
carrying off protest leaders seeking to assert every 
citizen's right to peacefully assemble and express 
their sentiments. Or why they are upset at the rallies 
and protests, congressional investigations, attempts 
at resurrecting “people power,” but not at the possi- 
bility of a stolen election or at a Constitution being 
twisted to perpetuate a president's stay in office. 


PERHAPS President Macapagal-Arroyo is sim- 
ply lucky. This latest crisis has come at a time 
when the national mood has hit a downswing, 
and when there is no compelling event to focus 
middle-class anger. 

We have seen evidence of the anger of the un- 
derclass, as shown by the riotous May 1 march 
towards Malacafiang, the first serious threat to 
the Macapagal-Arroyo presidency But the 
masa, it seems, does not direct public opi 
ion—or at least recognizable public opinion. 
Despite our dwindling number, it's still the 
bourgeoisie that creates the critical mass neces- 
sary for “People Power” or for the power of 
public opinion to create the compelling envi- 
ronment for a presidential resignation. 

Of course, there's no guarantee that even if 
we should, by some miracle, behold a resur- 
rection of the parliament of the streets of 
1983-1986, that the President would respond 
in the way she should. But at least she would 
not feel as smug or self-righteous. 


The real long march 


EVERY NATION HAS ITS FOUNDING MYTH. 
For Communist China, it is the Long March—a 
story on a par with the Israelites’ exodus from 
Egypt. Iwas raised on it. 

The myth can be stated succinctly. The 
fledgling Communist Parry and its three Red 
armies were driven out of their bases in the South 
in the early 1930s by Chiang Kai-shek’s National- 
ist government. Pursued and harried by their ene- 
mies, the Red armies crossed high mountains, 
turbulent rivers, and impassable grassland, with 
Mao steering the course from victory to victory. 
After two years and 10,000 miles of endurance, 
courage, and hope against impossible odds, the 
Red Armies reached northwest China. Only a fifth 
of the 200,000 soldiers remained, worn out, bat- 
tered, but defiant. A decade later, they fought 
back, defeated Chiang Kai-shek, and launched 
Mao's New China, 

How does China's founding myth stand up to 
reality? 

n 2004, 70 years after it began, I set out to re- 
trace the Long March. It remains a daunting jour- 
ney, through areas little changed to this day, inac- 
cessible, and desperately poor. Of the 40,000 sur- 
vivors, perhaps 500 are still alive; I tracked down 
and interviewed 40 of them—ordinary people 
who were left behind or managed to reach the 
end, but with stories that are highly instructive. 

Huang Zhiji was a boy, a little taller than his ri- 
fle, when he joined the Red Army. He had no 
choice: they had arrested his father and would 
not release him until Huang agreed, He thought 
of deserting, but stayed for fear of being caught 
and shot. Many did run away. Six weeks into the 
March, Mao's First Army was reduced from 
£86,000 to 30,000 troops. The loss is still blamed 
on the Xiang River Battle, the Army's first big en- 
gagement in the Long March. Ar most, 15,000 
died in battle; the rest vanished. 

‘Another battle, over the Dadu River, is the core. 
of the Long March legend: 22 brave men suppos- 
edly overpowered a regiment of Nationalist 
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Sun Shuyun "44 
troops guarding the chains of the Luding Bridge 
with machine guns, and opened the way for the 
marchers. Mao told Edgar Snow, author of Red 
Star Over China, that crossing the Dadu River was 
the single most important incident during the 
Long March, and today itis eulogized as such. 

But the documents that I have seen indicate 
that the general who commanded the division 
that crossed the Dadu River first told Party histo- 
rians a very different story. “This affair was not as 
complicated as people made it out to be later,” he 
said. "When you investigate historical facts, you 
should respect the truth. How you present it is a 
different matter” 

So the legend lives on. There was only a skir- 
mish over the Dadu River. The local warlord, who 
hated Chiang Kai-shek, let Mao pass. As a reward, 
he was later made a minister in the Communist 
government. 

"The marchers did not know where they would 
end up. There were constant debates about the fi- 
nal destination. When they converged in north 
China in October 1936, it was hailed as the end of 
the March, But the “promised land” was not as 
promised-{t could barely support its own popula- 
tion, let alone the Red armies. 

‘Soldiers had no clothes to protect them from 
freezing cold. Women were ordered to turn back 
and go home because there was not enough food. 
Barely a month after the union of the three Red 
armies, the Party decided that the Long March 
was to continue, But the kidnapping of Chiang 
Kai-shek by the general he had appointed to wipe 
out the Communists saved them. As part of the 
price for his release, Chiang recognized the Com- 


munists as legitimate. The Long March was over. 

Not, however, for the 21,000 men and women 
of the Western Legion. They belonged to the 
Fourth Army, headed by Zhang Guotao, Mao's 
archrival. Their mission was to get help from Rus- 
sia at the border in western China. But Mao kept. 
sending them contradictory orders; the result 
was that they could neither fight nor retreat. 

“Trapped in barren land where survival was dif- 
ficult, the overwhelming forces of Muslim war- 
lords wiped them out. Only 400 reached the bor- 
der; the rest were killed or captured. 

It was the Red Army's biggest defeat. Yet it is 
missing from official history. Wang Quanyan, a 
senior officer, was taken by a Muslim commander 
as a concubine. That was enough to make her a 
traitor in the eyes of the Party, negating all her 
years of dedication. She and the rest of the Fourth 
Army survivors had to fight for half a century to 
be recognized as marchers. 

The Long Marchers persevered, fought, 
starved, despaired, and endured. Hunger drove 
the armies to take hostages for ransom. Purges 
continued until practically no officers were left to 
command battles. If the marchers had doubts, 
they conquered them with the help of Communist 
propaganda. They rose to their ordeal with a 
bravery and self-sacrifice unsurpassed in China's 
or anyone's history. 

What motivated them? I asked a top general 
what he knew of communism at the time. “I had 
no idea then and now," he replied. “I doubt that 
‘even Mao knew what it was." For him, a survivor 
of extreme poverty and oppression, communism 
was a beautiful, sustaining dream, the hope of a 
just and advanced society. 

Perhaps, no one knew or could know how much 
suffering would lie ahead, how great the sacrifice 
would be, and how vast the difference between 
thedream and the reali, Project Syndicate 


Sun Shuyun is author of "The Long March,” to be 
published in March 2006. 


Father-daughter dance 


1AM NOT MUCH OF A WRITER, BUT SOMETHING WORTH 
remembering happened last nighe that relly have to write 
about. 

Papa was driving me to this org dinner when Louis Arm- 
strong's “What a Wonderful World" was played on the radio. 
Neither of us usually sings during car rides, but for some rea- 
son, we began singing this tune which has become a favorite 
for father-daughter dances. Then it hit me, like Manny Pac- 
quias — knockout 
punch to Erik 
Morales: how incredi- 
bly wonderful our re- 
lationship is. 

Papa has been driv- 
ing me to school and 
taking me home ev- 
ery day for almost 
two years now, Al- 
though he used to do 
that ever since I can 
remember—about 
thrice a week when I was in college, and every day when T 
was igh school—it's ironic how it became sort of obliga- 
tory" after I turned 21, when 1 legally became emancipated. 
In my younger years, we would talk mostly about how my 
day went, his favorite music, trivia, his childhood days in the 
province, my love life (or the lack of it)—just anything and 
everything under the sun. There are times when we would 
just sit quietly together, enjoying the silence and the comfort 
‘of each other's presence. What a wonderful world indeed. 

see trees of green, red roses too 

sce them bloom, for me and you 

And I think to myself what a wonderful world... 

Thear babies cry, I watch them grow 

They'll learn much more, than I'l never know x 

And I think to myself, what a wonderful world. . 

Perhaps the reason 1 haven't had any boyfriend yet, aside 
from the fact that I believe in fate and destiny is that I know it 
would be hard for Papa to take it. You see, he'd tum really qui- 
et whenever he'd hear Mama and me talk about crushe$ and. 
manliligaw. Once there was this guy who seriously made\aky- 
at ng ligaw at our house. Whenever the guy came calling, Papa 
would either get sick or his narcolepsy would suddenly kick. 

Being TV addicts, Papa and I watch "CSI," "Monk," "Alias," 
and many other shows together. Curiously, whenever "What a 
Girl Wants" is on HBO, we always find ourselves watching itto- 
gether no matter how incredibly cheesy it is. Then when Aman- 
da Bynes finally gets her father-daughter dance, ' tum to him 
and say, “Pa, I love you... it's time to let go." And then I kiss him. 

He'd usually give me a smile and sometimes say, “I love 
you, too.” But it was only after about 10 or more reruns and 
lambings that he started to learn slowly to let go. 

“What A Wonderful World" was the same father-daughier- 
dance Claire Forlani and Anthony Hopkins shared in “Meet 
Joe Black” before he left her. During my debut, almost five 
Years ago, "Butterfly Kisses” was our dance. At that time, I 
felt that something in him was still holding on to me as his. 
only daughter. J 

But after singing together “What A Wonderful World” Jast 
night, told him, “Pa, [love you." When he answered back, "I 
love you, too,” something in his tone assured me that now he 
really is ready to let me go. ] 


Younc BLoop 
Timmy Alonzo 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below—Ed. 


Timmy Alonzo, 22, is a 2nd year student at the Atgngg, de 
Manila School of Law. 


Girl on the beach +“ 
Aida Rose E. Villanueva 


STANDING AT THE WATER'S EDGE, WITH THE AFTER- 
moon sun beating down her back, she quietly snapped pic- 
tures of the shoreline. She had grown up swimming on a 
beach like this, just a few kilometers north of where she was 
standing now, where the sand was almost as dark as her hair 
and the water murky like rain clouds. Yer these never once 
mattered to her as a child. The water was always enticing, 
despite its gloomy appearance. 

‘She thought of several Sundays spent in this particular 
beach with her family, when she was still a child of five or 
younger. She dug deeper into her thoughts and found it in- 
‘comprehensible that she could no longer remember the last 
time she had been here, the last thing she had done here, the 
people she was with and why they just stopped coming here 
all ofa sudden. 

There were smooth stones at the water's edge, the waves 
lapping at them every time the water came sliding into 
shore, easing itself into the sand like transparent silk. There 
were leaves and twigs and a bit of litter. Some remained half 
buried in the sand, while others drifted with the waves. 
They'll wake up in a different place tomorrow, she thought 
and then let the thought go with a tinge of jealousy. 

‘She looked at her watch. About half an hour more and she 
would be going down the road again, forced to listen to over- 
played rock songs on the radio on the drive home, much like 
the way her departure was imposed, too. Laughter echoed 
behind her, but it sounded almost like a mockery of what 
happiness was. For the world, it was nothing more than a 
fleeting moment, a balloon reduced to mere rubber when 
not allowed to fly, a beautiful sunset that disappeared before 
one could even find the perfect word to describe it. For the 
world, time and happiness were in a constant chase, one try- 
ing to outrun the other but neither really emerging the vic- 
tor. How she longed for that day when happiness would lose 
its deadline, when it finally became what it was meant to be: 
timelessness incarnate. 

“for the time being then, am I lonely?" she mused, Her 
head answered with a silent yet definite no. It was not be- 
cause she was afraid to admit it but because it was the truth. 
But then she had always thought there was something ro- 
‘mantic about the notion of loneliness, of solitude, everi of 
death and dying. It was not about being manic-depressive or 
anything which should raise the psychological alarm. Maybe 
being lonely defined in a different sense: the world, as the 
years go by, sinking lower and lower in the mire created by it- 
self, slipping farther and farther away from the ideal. She 
herself was no exception, she admitted, she was nothing 
short of a disappointment. Everybody was, but she did not 
think of that as a defense. That was just the way things wêre, 
things are and things will be. It's like being in the water with 
the waves pounding on you and you simply ride along to sur- 
vive. You ride on and on until you reach your West. 

She heaved a sigh of a thousand meanings. The sun was 
still shining on her face, her cheeks soaking in the warmth 
she had always savored. It was time to put her hermit like 
mature in check, After all, she did not want to look back again 
and not remember anything about this place, except that the 
sand was dark, the water murky and that her face shone 
brown-orange in the sun, 

“My life is a battle," she concluded, "but my daily exis- 
tence is a blessing,” Then she turned around and trudged 
back towards the end of another day and the beginning of a 
new morning tomorrow, ' 
Aida Rose E. Villanueva, 22, has a BS Information Technol 
degree from the University of Asia and the Pacific. 


IN RESSUING THE WARRANT 
issued in 1985 by the Marcos dic- 
tatorship for the arrest of party- 
list Rep. Crispin Beltran, the Ar- 
royd administration graphically 
showed that it had stepped into 
the shoes of the Marcos regime. 

Proclamation 1017 was noth- 
ing but a disguised repeat of Mar- 
cos’ 1081 martial law order. Mar- 
cos ordered the arrest of Beltran 
and thousands of other Filipinos 
for actively opposing his dictato- 
rial regime. Many of them were 
subsequently tortured, even 
killed. 

The Supreme Court is now du- 
ty-bound to prove that it is indeed 


the last bulwark of civil liberties 
and human rights by acting as 
quickly as possible on the Arroyo 
proclamation. The members of 
the high tribunal have taken an 
oath to preserve and defend not 
just the letters of the Constitution 
but, more importantly, its spirit 
‘The Court's decision could either 
preempt or promote dictatorial 
tendencies. 

After Marcos declared martial 
law in 1972, his proclamation 
was immediately challenged by 
various organizations and indi- 
viduals before the Supreme 
Court, However, the Supreme 
Court then failed to pass the 


e shoes of Marcos 


supreme test of courage and 
dom when it failed to clearly and 
decisively declare the Marcos 
proclamation unconstitutional, 
considering that the bases for the 
proclamation were evidently 
nor-existent, imagined, manu- 
factured and exaggerated yet 
legally inadequate. What fol- 
lowed were 14 years of brutal dic- 
tatorship and a dark age for the 
Filipino nation. 

‘The Supreme Court as an insti- 
tution faces once more a histo 
cal challenge. How will it re- 
spond? 

—NANUELE ALMARIO, 
mfalmario@yahoo.com 


Veteran’s widow still hoping to get justice 


THE ARTICLE “PVAO ARREARS: 
What's causing the delay?" in the 
‘August 2003 issue of Veterano 
stated: 

"The surviving spouse of a de- 
ceased veteran (pensioner) is en- 
titled to a transfer of the Old Age 
Pension due to a veteran on date 
ofdéath of the veteran." 

My husband, Robert C. Vil- 
Januieva, a veteran, died on Oct. 
7, 2003. 1 applied for Old Age 
Pension transfer and submitted 
the ‘required documents to the 
Philippine Veterans Affairs Office 
on Nov. 12, 2003. On Dec. 19, 
2003; PVAO received the addi- 
tional document that it asked 
fromme. 

1 feceived a letter dated Feb. 
24, 2004, signed by Helen Fuellas 
for PVAO administrator Rog 
Dayan, telling me that my initial 


check would be mailed to me “in 
due time” and that my pension ar- 
rears covering prior years were to 
be paid subject to the availability 
of funds, The letter sounded omi- 
noys to me. 

‘True enough, I began receiving 
the Old Age Pension only in 
March 2005, retroactive to Jan- 
wary 2005, and only after 1 had 
written Secretary Avelino Cruz Jr. 
aboutit. 

Heriberto Ruanto, chief of 
PVAO' Financial and Manage- 
ment Division, claimed in his let- 
ter (dated May 3, 2005) to me 
that my pension arrears could not 
be paid unless Congress appropri- 
ates money for the purpose. He 
refused to tell me what happened 
to the allotment for my husband's 
Old Age Pension, which should 
have been transferred to me. 


In July last year, I wrote Puel- 
las, who is chief of PVAO's Old 
Age Pension Division, after learn- 
ing that funds for pension arrears 
and disability pensions were re- 
leased to PVAO the month before. 
T reminded Fuellas about my ar- 
rears and the Old Age Pension 
and Disability Pension arrears of 
my husband. 

Fuellas did not answer my let- 
ter. I therefore wrote Secretary 
Cruz about the matter. There was 
no answer either. 

T wonder now whether I'd still 
receive my collectibles from 
PVAO under this regime or if Td 

ave to wait for the next govern- 
ment to give me justice. 

ERLINDA B VILLANUEVA, 

3rd Street, Tobiasville, Batug, 

Muñoz Science City, 

3119 Nueva Ecija 
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Helpless, hopeless, 
going nowhere 


WITH THE ONGOING POLITICAL 
turmoil, one can't help but feel re- 
signed to the fact that the country is 
going nowhere. Despite the glow- 
ing economic statistics being 
bandied about by the government, 
the life of the average Filipino has 
not really improved. 

In this country, the fact is, the 
rich become richer while the poor 
become poorer; there is no opportu- 
nity for the poor to make their lives 
better. Employment is not a guaran- 
tee ofa decent life. The salary of the 
ordinary employee is not enough to 
support an adult person, much less 
a family with two school-age chil- 
dren. Hard work is fruitless; it can- 
not elevate the poor from their low- 
ly economic condition. It is no won- 
der that most Filipinos, if given the 
chance, would rather work abroad, 
never mind if such a move would 
mean sacrificing one's profession, 

Tam getting hopeless with my sit- 
uation. The chaotic events taking 
place make me feel even more 
hopeless about my children’s fu- 
ture. I do not care anymore what 
happens as long as who gets to sit in 
the new government will improve 
the lives of Filipinos like me, who 
are working hard but in vain under 
the present government. 

—ALDRIN DACANAY, 
deny 70Gyahoo.com 
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violence is possible 
2. The joys and hopes, 


after Edsa I. Its anniversary of- 
fered us an opportunity to learn 
from what happened before 
and use the lessons of the past 


1. Edsa 1 captivated the 
of its uniqueness. It showed 


that political change without 


and anxieties of the Filipino 
people are the same now as 
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Bishops on the side of the people 


POVERTY CONTINUES TO BE 
the heaviest burden our people 
bear. This was among the most im- 
portant concerns raised by the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines (CBCP) last Jan. 
29 in their pastoral statement. 

"The bishops also declared their 
opposition to large-scale mining, 
Charter change and the No 
scheme. 

Meanwhile, Cha-cha propo- 
ments (like Dr. Jose Abueva) soy 
the bishops are misinformed on 
the Cha-cha; they insist that Cha- 
cha is not being rushed because 
the campaign has been going on 
for “many, many years.” The Citi- 
zens’ Movement for a Federal 
Philippines initiated the effort in 
1999 and that the ith and 12th 
Congresses bs proposals to 
amend the sition. (DI, 
2/10/06). j 

The campaign máy have been 
going on for “many, many years," 
but Abueva or any of Ms Arroyo's 
mouthpieces cannot rightfully 
claim that the campaign for con- 
stitutional revision is an initiative 
of the common people, much less 
a response to a public clamor, If 
the people were truly part of the 
Cha-cha consultations, the pro- 
posed amendments would never 
be acceptable to the people who 
are clamoring for decent jobs, just 
‘wages, genuine land reform and 
other pro-poor changes long ig- 
nored by Cha-cha advocates. 

During the Ramos presidency, 
the Church and citizens groups 
rejected Cha-cha because the pub- 
lic would not agree to "term ex- 
tension” favoring traditional 
politicians and to the deletion of 
Provisions protecting national 
patrimony and sovereignty 


years ment, 


cause 


griefs 


they were 20 years ago. The 
plight of the poor continues to 
tug at our hearts. And the call 
for social justice and for a more 
equitable distribution of wealth 
remains strident and urgent. 
3. Akey element is develop- 
both economic and 
moral. Here, the "social ques- 
tion,” discussed in various 
documents of the Magisteri- 
um of the Church, can be of 
big help as they have to be and 
are capable of being translat- 
ed into "directives for action." 
4. We are interdependent. If 
‘our Filipino brothers and sisters 
are hungry—if they need a de- 
cent wage so as not to be led in- 
to pursuing a Wowowee-kind 
of dream—then those of us 


Shall we allow Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo to enjoy an extended 
term despite the taint of fraud and 
abuse on her presidency? Can we 
support the amendments that will 
further liberalize the economy, i.e., 
allow 100-percent foreign owner- 
ship of vital industries? Today, the 
national sovereignty and patrimo- 
ny are being grossly violated by the 
current regime, whose economic, 
political "and military poli- 
cies—such as deregulation, liberal- 
ization and privatization, and the \ 
continuing presence of US troops 
in the Philippines in the guise of 
military exercises—are trampling 
‘on the Constitution. 

‘The government will be contin- 
wally challenged to address the 
root causes of the people's poverty 
which has triggered such tragedies 
as the Ultra stampede, Surely the 
poor will become more economi- 
cally and politically powerless un- 
der amendments that give foreign 
investors and the country's tradi- 
tional elite the upper hand. 

We therefore thank the bishops 
for their strong stance against the 
evil plans of the powers-that-be, 
We support them for listening to 
the poor, and for speaking and act- 
ing on their behalf. The poor are 
clamoring for ' fundamental 
changes that will liberate them 
from the bondage of pover- 
ty—ie,, changes that will priori- 
tize the provision of quality basic 
services, the advancement of gen- 
tine land reform, and the creation. 
of decent jobs for the poor. 

—AMIEDURAL, 

secretary general, 
Promotion of Church People’s 
Response, 

NCCP Compound, 879 Edsa, 
Quezon City 


Toppling the chief to solve a problem 


THE STATE OF UNREST 
prompted President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to declare a 
state of emergency is another 
‘wake-up call for us Filipinos. 
Yes, time flew so fast and the 
state of Philippine society 


who have more should use less 
so we can give more. I think 
this is called “Christian charity" 

There is no room for am- 
bivalence given the serious- 
ness and urgency of our social 
problem. It may not be so 
much a question of who is the 
“best person to lead” (this 
would ignore the complexity 
of the problem) as it is the in- 
difference and inaction of 
those of us who can give more 
but instead ask for more. 

This is quite disconcert- 
ing—to say the least: People 
think that toppling one person 
from power will solve a prob- 
lem of many complex facets. 

—DINA D. LUCENARIO, 
dina.lucenarioGeltpsj.com.ph. 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the treatment of news and 
photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
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phone or pager number or e-mail address for verification purposes. The Inquirer will not 


A Re i 


A public service of First Gen Corporation 


publish any letter unl 


less such information is supplied. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY |. 


niin 


n 


QUIRER 


TV GUIDE 


Tuesay, March 14,2008. 


Ld 


deer 
D] 
* wn 
jaw 


Somu 


"Carane as 
[m 


d 
Hei 
p 


Yit 


[roto iis 
Doer 
pd 

1 agen 
IP 
Baa 
cantata 


Dice" Samaduy' San 
seo p 


{eee 
po 
Sin 


prew | m 
Bam 


m 


Wyner Noon ^ 
por ^ 
Terrain "siye 


ionem 


aceite 
m 
icona 

P MPO 

[D 

[el 

p 

cute Saone hiui “Sasaris 


jenes | REE Dhu 
Dein 


LOFT”! Git. paucis 


" oem 
s LE 


thes 
eat 
[p 
Teen 


Titten 
wes 
yeaa mas Tenor 
(sar (pa 
Tolg Banden 
renum 


toa 
Sian 


stmt 
p 


Pacer "Sneha Sta 
i Pong Boe Yeap Pear 


pomara ets, | aie 


ord 
ours 


d 


quiin | mne 


pone 
Previd 


IPCA Catas | 
{ute | Genna 
mmoc? gramen 
id 
ms 
[gf 
Faso 


Tm 
ms 


Mümetp | pe 
Sor 


apap josh 


In 
[sl 
po 
Wm] 
rg 
Bro 
Gost 1 
p 


weisen ` PFA oriav 
m pn 


jaana 


| Pato et 
p 


P 
Toc 
C 

lens 


iss" 


aaa 


TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2006 


Linggoy Alcuaz 
arrested in QC 


ByD] Yap 


A FORMER CAMPAIGNER FOR THE late 
presidential contender Fernando Poe Jr. 
yesterday cried political harassment af- 
ter he was arrested for a malversation 
case in Quezon City. 

Linggoy Alcuaz, who used to be 
the secretary general of FPJ Volun- 
teers Brigade, was arrested based 
on a warrant of arrest issued by 
Judge Lita Tolentino-Genilo of Que- 
zon City Regional Trial Court 
Branch 91. 

The arrest order was dated March 8. 
Bail was set at P40,000. 

‘Alcuaz said he'd rather be jailed than 
post bail saying his arrest was part of a 
crackdown on enemies of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 
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Judge to resume Subic rape case hearing ' 


4 US soldiers expected to face accuser in court 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


FOUR UNITED STATES MARINES CHARGED 
with rape and their accuser, a 22-year-old Fil- 
ipina, are expected to face each other in court 
shortly, after the judge handling the case an- 
nounced yesterday he planned to issue this 
week an order setting an arraignment. 

Judge Renato Dilag of the regional trial 
court in Olongapo City said he would resume 
hearing of the case as the Department of Jus- 
tice neared the end of its 60-day review of the 
resolution charging the servicemen with rape 
with conspiracy. 

The review, which caused the deferment of 
the hearing for almost two months, has to be 
finished on March 20. 


The arraignment requires the accused, 
whose ages range from 22 years to 29 years, to 
appear before the sala of Dilag, listen to the for- 
mal charges as they are read to them and plead. 
"guilty" or “not guilty” Pre-trial and trial follow. 

“I can't wait. I don't want to waste time," 
Dilag said, referring to the need to beat the 
one-year span set by the PhilippineUS Visit- 
ing Forces Agreement to conclude judicial 
proceedings. 

The complainant, a native of Zamboanga 
City is the first Filipino to bring her complaint 
to court since the VFA came into force in 1999 
and allowed the resumption of war games 
between Filipino and American troops. 

She claimed to have been abused on Nov. 1, 
2005 inside a moving van rented by the ser- 
vicemen who were participants in “Talon Vi- 


Meralco customers now enjoy lower rates 


By Abigail L. Ho 


CUSTOMERS OF THE MANILA ELECTRIC 
Co. are now enjoying rates that are lower by 
8.23 centavos per kilowatt-hour (kWh) on! the 
average due to the higher dispatch by the dis- 
tribution utility’ independent power produc- 
ers (IPPs). 

‘Meralco president and chief operating offi- 
cer Jesus Francisco explained that Meralco 
IPPs First Gas Power Corp., through its Sta. 
Rita and San Lorenzo gas-fired power plants, 
and Quezon Power Philippines Ltd. (QPPL) 
were dispatching power at higher levels as 
there was not much water to fuel the National 
Power Corp.'s hydropower plants last month 
‘compared to December or January. 

In dispatching power from various power 
plants all over the country, the system opera- 


tor - the National Transmission Corp. — con- 
siders the combination that will result in the 
lowest cost to consumers. 

In December, for example, Francisco said, 
Meralco's IPPs were dispatching power at less 
than 70 percent of the plants’ capacities as the 
constant rains that month made the system 
operator decide to dispatch more power from 
Napocor's hydropower plants. 

Hydropower entails the least cost to gener- 
ate. 

But with fewer rains in February, Francisco 
said the system operator decided to dispatch 
the QPPL plant at the 73-percent level and the 
First Gas plants at the 74-percent level. 

Considering economies of scale, the power 
produced by a generation plant costs less per 
kWh when more of itis produced at any given 
time. 


‘The higher dispatch by the IPPs, therefore, 
reduced overall generation cost from the 
three plants to P4.6586 per kWh in February 
from P4.9078 per kWh the previous month, a 
difference of 24.92 centavos per kWh. 

‘Associated transmission charges, or the cost 
entailed in delivering power from the genera- 
tion plants to Meralco' system, also decreased 
from 66.02 centavos per kWh in January to 
60.42 centavos per kWh last month. 

Overall, the cost of power from the IPPs, in- 
cluding the cost of power delivery, went down 
to P5.2628 in February from P5.5680 the pre- 
vious month. 

‘Comparing the cost of power sourced from 
Napocor and the Meralco IPPs, it cost Meralco 
68.35 centavos per kWh less to buy power from 
its IPPs than from Napocor in the February sup- 
ply month on which the March bills were based. 


Magsaysay’s 49th death anniversary on March 17 


FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF PRESIDENT RA- 
mon Magsaysay will mark his 49th death an- 
niversary on March 17 with a wreath-laying 
at his tomb at North Cemetery in Manila to be 
followed by a Mass at 7:30 a.m. to be officiat- 
ed by Fr. Dennis Meim, SDB. 

In Castillejos, Zambales, Magsaysays 
hometown, a Mass willbe said at St. Nicholas 
parish as well as in other local churches. 
Flowers will be laid at his monuments in the 
town plaza and at the Magsaysay ancestral 
home, according to acting Mayor Enrique 
Clarin. 


PBSP starts search 


In the evening, Director Jesus Vicente 
Magsaysay of the Subic Bay Metropolitan Au- 
thority will be the guest of honor in a cultural 
show to be staged by students of Jesus 
Magsaysay High School and St. Nicholas 
‘Academy and hosted by the Department of 
Education. 

In Cebu, the annual trek dubbed Paghan- 
dum ni Magsaysay (Remembering 
Magsaysay) will ick off at 10 a.m with a Mass 
at the Magsaysay Shrine on Mt. Manunggal, 
the mountain where the presidential plane 
named Mt. Pinatubo crashed shortly after 


for best business 


plan to help poor combat poverty 


THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH IS ON FOR 
the most promising business plans to help 
poor countries fight poverty. 

With prizes ranging from P175,000 to P1.4 
million, the Business in Development (BiD) 
Network is inviting entries for the Business in 
Development Challenge through its local 
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2nd Week of Lent 
1st Reading: Is 1:10, 16-20 
Gospel: Matthew 23:1-12 

Jesus said to the crowds and to his disci- 
ples, "The teachers of the Law and the Phar- 
isees sat on the seat of Moses. So you shall do 
and observe all they say, but do not do as they 
do, for they do not do what they say. They tie 
up heavy burdens and load them on the 
shoulders of the people, but they do not even 
raise a finger to move them. They do every- 
thing in order to be seen by people; so they 
wear very wide bands of the Law around their 
foreheads, and robes with large tassels. They 
enjoy the first place at feasts and reserved 
seats in the synagogues, and being greeted in 
the marketplace and being called "Master! by 
the people. 

“But you, do not let yourselves be called 
Master because you have only one Mast 
and all of you are brothers and sisters, Nel 
ther should you call anyone on earth Father, 
because you have only one Father, he who is 
in heaven. Nor should you be called leader, 
because Christ is the only leader for you. Let 
the greatest among you be the servant of all 
For whoever makes himself great shall be 
humbled, and whoever humbles himself shall. 
be made great.” 

Commentary 

We too are like the people of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, notorious for our evil and in need of 
being washed clean. Make justice your aim! Re- 
dress the wronged, hear the orphan's plea and 
defend the widow. The way to call forth forgive- 
ness and become holy is to treat those most in 
need on the earth with the Justice they have 
been denied by our evildoing. Jesus too is clear: 
we are to obey the words of Scriptures but not 
necessarily to imitate those who mouth them. If 
the leaders are dishonest/unfaithful, self-ab- 
sorbed and proud they are not to be imitated. 
We are to follow God our Father and Jesus our. 
Teacher and we cannot use our leaders as an ex- 
cuse to continue in our wrongdoing. 
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partner, the Philippine Business for Social 
Progress (PBSP). Deadline for the first round 
isMarch 20, 2006. 

‘The BiD Network is the first on-line com- 
munity to stimulate and support poverty re- 
duction through entrepreneurship in poor 
countries. 

Now on its second year, the BiD Challenge 
Market consists of two rounds slated in its 
website www.bidchallenge.org/philippines. 
For the first round, the participants must sub- 
mit a 3-page business plan. For the second 
round, proponents of the 75 best plans must 
submit a complete and solid business plan. 

Last year, two Philippine entries were ad- 
judged winners in the BiD Challenge Marker. 

‘A total of 792 business plans were submitted 
last year online to the BID network, with 57 com- 
ing from the Philippines. Ten winners were cho- 
sen and awarded up to 20,000 euros to start 
their business or implement pilot programs. 

Business plans are evaluated based on the 
participants drive to start the business, solid 
business concept, short and long-term contri- 
bution to the Millennium Development Goal 
of poverty reduction, and quality of market- 
ingplan. 
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takeoff from the Cebu airport. 

Cebu Gov. Gwen Garcia will lead in the 
wreath-laying ceremony that will follow the 
Mass. 
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sion” exercises at the Subic Bay Freeport. 

In the years when the US operated the Subic 
and Clark military bases, US military person- 
nel charged with offenses underwent court- 
martial, and not tried by Philippine courts. 

The case has become contentious as Philip- 
pine legislators and Dilag battled for custody 
and jurisdiction over the servicemen. 

‘On Jan. 26, Dilag recalled the arrest war- 
rant on Staff Sgt. Chad Brian Carpentier, and 
Lance Corporals Daniel Smith, Keith Silk- 
wood and Dominic Duplantis after the US 
Embassy in Manila formally acknowledged 
custody of the men and promised their con- 
finement at the embassy compound. 

The court, Dilag said, would acquire juris- 
diction over the four soldiers after their ar- 
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NEWUS 


ENVOY 
‘The new United 
States Ambassador 
to the Philippines 
Kristie A. Kenney, 
atleft, poses with 
US Secretary of 
State Condoleeza * 
Rice and Philippine 
Ambassador to the 
US Albert de! 
Rosario shortly 
after her oath- 
taking’ 
Washington D.C. 
Sheis expected to 
arrive in Manila this 


month, 
USDEPARTNENTOF 
EPHOTO 


Imelda may recover gems 
in out-of-court settlement 


By Alcuin Papa 


FORMER FIRST LADY IMELDA MARCOS 
may be able to recover some, if not all, of her 
fabulous jewelry if the Presidential Commis- 
sion on Good Government (PCGG) pushes 
through with its plan to strike a compromis 
with her. 

PCGG Commissioner Ricardo Abcede said 
an out-of-court settlement, on the jewelry es- 
timated to be worth $20 million, would be a 
good start in the governments attempt to 

track the recovery of the Marcoses’ ill- 
gotten wealth. 

He said the PCGG needed to come up with 
practical solutions to the cases involving the 
Marcos wealth because the “observance of 
due process” had prolonged their resolution. 


an overarching reconciliation between the 
government and Mrs. Marcos. Is there a way 
that government could have a compre 
reconciliation with [her]?" Abcede said. 

"Maybe we (PCGG and Imelda) could sit 
down and talk about it. How much would you 
want to surrender, how many percent would 
go to the government and how much is yours, 
something like that," he said. 

Last year, the PCGG was set to auction off 
the Marcos jewelry collection, composed of 
pieces from the world's foremost jewelers like 
Bulgari, Cartier and Harry Winston, but the 
former first lady went to court to stop the sale. 

In response, Abcede said the courts had al- 
ready ruled in favor of the government on the. 

sue of ownership of the collection, most of 
which is stored in Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 


Tone Mops “Lwish this (jewelry issue) would be part of vaults. 
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Palace 
to create 
‘green’ 
agency 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


MALACANANG WILL 
create another govern- 
ment arm to enforce 
environmental laws. 

Environment Sec- 
retary Angelo T. 
Reyes said President 
Macapagal-Arroyo 
would issue an 
wtive order creating 
the Environmental 
Protection — Agency 

PA), which Reyes 
also will head. 

The EPAS job will 
be to enforce envi- 
ronmental ws, 
which Reyes insisted 
would not overlap 
with the functions of 
ihe Deparment of 


"The EPA 
under the Office of 
the President so it 


for illegal 
logging, Reyes said 
ina press briefing. 
He said the EPA 
would tap the Armed 
Forces of the Philip- 


at P999,000 


ae 7s M a pines, Philippine Na- 


TOW DOWNPAYMENT PLA 
15% DP — [Monty Amortization (80 mos) 


TOW MONTHLY INSTALLMENT PLANS 
50% DP 


tional Police, and ev 
the Land Transporta- 
tion Office to ensure 
compliance with laws 
like the Clean Air Act, 
Clean Water Act and 
the Forestry Law. 

The appointment 
of Reyes, a former 
AFP chief of staff and 
defense chief, to the 
DENR was meant to 
send a strong mes- 

that the govern- 
ment was serious in 
enforcing neglected 
environmental laws. 

"The problem has 
always been enforce 

(creation ot 

EPA) will provide more 

(to enforce 
meno)" Reves said. 
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By Gerry Lirio 


WILL THERE BE FIREWORKS? OR FORGIVE- 
mess? 

Boxing icon Manny Pacquiao will be put on. 
the defensive in a scheduled face-to-face court- 
room meeting today with a former lover and 
the son the boxing hero had allegedly fathered. 

‘A hearing of the case, filed by Joanna Rose 
Bacosa to seek recognition and support for her 


Editor Ester G. Dipasupil 
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Pacquiao on the ropes 


son, will be held at the office of the Quezon 
City assistant prosecutor, 

TÉ Pacquiao keeps his word and shows up, it 
would be the first face-to-face meeting be- 
tween the involved parties after nearly a year. 

‘The meeting has been set at 12 p.m. at the 
office of the Assistant Prosecutor Ma. Gracia 
Casaclang, but another announcement said it 
‘would be at 2 p.m., an obvious ploy to avoid 
the expected swarm of mediamen. 


Bacosa, Pacquiao's former girlfriend, to- 
gether with her son are expected to report to 
the St. Luke's Medical Center in Quezon City 
where they plan to undergo a DNA test with or 
without Casaclang's consent. 

"The results will be submitted to Casaclang, 
apparently to reinforce the demand for Pac- 
quiao to undergo the same test. 

But more than the DNA test, Bacosa said the 


PACQUIAO/ ALé 
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Money-lending invaders 
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ing bike riding money-lenders, dusky 
intruders with distinct Indlan fea- 
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ground economy. These cul- 
prits, some riding in tandem 
and covering their tall noses with 
handkerchiefs in the tradition of West- 
part of the national landscape. That 
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bribed their way into the country, are 
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Pacquiao on the ropes 
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meeting is very vital because the 
familial instincts (or “lukso ng 
dugo,” as she put it) of both fa- 
ther and son during their new en- 
counter should speak volumes on 
her case against Pacquiao. 

"That we have to see,” said Ba- 
cosa's lawyer Victor Rodriguez who 
added Pacquiao is definitely expect- 
ed to show up in today's hearing. 

Pacquiao happened to be in 
Hong Kong with his family when 
the first meeting on the case was 
held last week. 


Bacosa, 24, has claimed that 
she and Pacquiao were sweet- 
hearts for two years and that their 
affair bore fruit after she gave 
birth to the boy in January 2004. 

Pacquiao had denied her 
claims, but vowed to provide the 
boy financial support if a DNA 
test would prove he was the bio- 
logical father. 

"Bacosa sued Pacquiao last Feb. 
8 for alleged violation of Republic 
Act No. 9262, which protects 
women from violence, and to 
seek support for the boy. 


Why AFP Chief Senga vacillated 


IF THE REPORT IN THE Inquirer 
by Fe Zamora last Sunday was 
true (and I have no doubt it was), 
then President MacapagakAr- 
royo is walking on a tight rope. 

‘She's at the mercy of the mili- 
tary and the so-called civil society. 
‘The country nearly woke up being 
led by a military 
junta, accord- 
ing to Zamora. 

A “caretaker 

council” would 

have taken over 

the government 

fom Ms Ar- 

royo, Zamora 

said in her re- 

port quoting military sources." 
-The council would have been 
"headed by Armed Forces Chief of 

Staff Gen. Generoso Senga. 

Senga, however, has vehement- 
ly denied the report). | can see 
some basis for reports that Senga 
vacillated during the crucial mo- 
ments, Senga was recommended 
by the “Hyatt 5,” headed by former 
Social Welfare Secretary Dinky 
Soliman. The Hyatt 5 were former 
‘Cabinet members who broke away 
from the President in the wake of 
the “Hello Garci” controversy. Sen- 
ga is also very close to former Tar- 
lac Gov. Margarita “Tingting” Co- 
juangco, former President Corys 


fused to join. GMA is lucky she 
has the ever-loyal former Presi- 
dential Security Group (PSG) 
chief in command of the biggest 
major command of the Armed 
Forces. Had Esperon gone along 
with coup plotters, it would have 
been the end for the President. 
AMONG those 
reportedly in- 
volved in the 
plot were for- 
mer President 
Cory Aquino 
and El Shaddai 
leader Mike Ve- 
Tarde. Aquino's 
intention in joining the plot is 
less than noble. She wanted to 
get back at the President for 
leaving her family-owned Ha- 
cienda Luisita in the lurch dur- 
ing the controversy with its la- 
borers. Aquino didn't consider 
the fact that the same personal- 
ities who had tried to bring her 
down—then Sen. Gregorio 
Honasan and Danny 
Lim—were the same fellows 
taking part in the plot to oust 
GMA. In short, Cory, a very reli- 
gious woman, is consumed by 
revenge. What is not under- 
standable is Velarde’s alleged 
participation. After practically 


- Aquino) sister-in-law. The plot to 
7 ‘oust GMA was allegedly hatched at 
5 the house of the Cojuangeos. 

2- Tingtings husband, former 
‘Tarlac Rep. Jose “Peping” Co- 
juangco, allegedly talked to Brig. 
Gen. Danilo Lim, commander of 
ihe Scout Rangers, about the plan 
‘over the phone. The plot alleged- 
‘ig fizzled out after Lt. Gen. Her- 


being fed by the hand by GMA, 
‘Velarde could not be satisfied. 
He probably still wanted more 
from his "new masters.” 
Through the President's help, 
Velarde was able to build a 
multibillion-peso housing pro- 
ject. Quite a sum for a guy who 
went bankrupt for a while after 
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Hashish oil used in cakes 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


IF THAT PIECE OF BROWNIE YOURE EAT- 
ing is giving you an unusual high, one of its in- 
gredients might just be hashish oil, according 
to the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI). 

Operatives of the NBI National Capital Region 
(NCR) have received information that marijuana 
farmers in Benguet, Ifugao and Mountain 
Province have been mixing the plant extract, also 
called hashish oil, with baked goods like cakes 
and cookies. 

“These farmers reportedly bake the brownies 
and cakes at the plantations and sell them in 
Subic, Olongapo, and other areas in the low- 
lands; Special Investigator Federico Criste said 
during a press conference at the NBI yesterday. 

Before the farmers leamed to extract hashish 
oil, they used dried marijuana leaves as one of 
the ingredients in baking the “special cakes and 
brownies,” Criste explained. 

NBI forensic chemist Aida Magsipoc said con- 
sumers of baked goods with hashish oil could ex- 
perience "more potent effects because of the 
products more concentrated drug content." 

Magsipoc said they tried to extract oil from the 


marijuana plant several years ago. “We discov- 
ered that it took a lot of plants to extract 100 ml 
‘of hashish oil" the forensic chemist said. 
Magsipoc explained that five to 10 kilos of 
marijuana were needed to extract 100 ml of the. 
oil. 
Criste said the hashish extract costs P3,000 per 


quart. 

The NBIs announcement followed the recent 
arrest of Elson Langpaw, an alleged marijuana 
supplier from Ifugao, in a bus terminal in Sam- 
paloc, Manila. 

Regional Director Ruel Lasala, NBI NCR chief, 
said Langpaw was arrested during a buy-bust op- 
eration conducted by joint operatives of the bu- 
reaus Anti-Illegal Drugs Task Force and the 
Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency. 

Seized from him was a sack containing 15 
marijuana bricks wrapped in newspaper. 

"The bricks were mixed with carrots and pota- 
toes to avoid detection, Lasala said. 

During interrogation, Langpaw admitted that 
he has been supplying marijuana bricks to drug 
pushers in Metro Manila for almost two years. 

‘According to the suspect, each marijuana brick 
costs only P1,000 if direciy purchased from him. 
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But the bricks were sold for as high as P5,000 t» 
P6,000 each on the streets, Lasala said. 

Langpaw identified a drug trafficker based in 
Mountain Province and Benguet as his source of 
marijuana bricks. 

"The suspect, who is now detained at the Mani- 
Ja City Jail, faces charges for violating the Com- 
prehensive Drugs Act of 2002. 


TUP to probe student's death due to hazing 


By Tina G. Santos 


‘THE TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY OF THE 
Philippines (TUP) will conduct its own probe 
into the death of one of its students, Clark An- 
son Silverio, in alleged hazing rites. 

Prof. Eduardo Doyaoen, director of the 
school's Office of Public Affairs, told the IN- 
‘quinen that TUP president Dr. Godofredo Gal- 
lega has already instructed the Office of Stu- 
dent Affairs (OSA) to conduct a separate in- 
vestigation “so that proper action could be 
taken.” 

He added that Gallega also met recently 
with officials and staffers of the OSA, the Of- 


fice of Guidance and Counseling and the 
Medical Unit to discuss Silverio's case and 
come up with measures to prevent a repeti- 
tion of the incident 

“The school administration is taking all the 
necessary action against the unlawful acts of 
certain elements and groups in the campus 
not duly registered and accredited by the uni- 
versity.” Doyaoen said. 


"Case a university concern’ 

He added that the TUP community has con- 
demned the incident, saying that although it 
happened outside the campus, “we still con- 
sider the case a university concern because its 


students were involved and it clamors that 
justice be served to the victim." 

Silverio, 18, a mechanical engineering stu- 
dent, was killed in what police believed were 
hazing rites by the university's chapter of the 
Tau Gamma Phi fraternity conducted in a 
warehouse on Guatemala Street, Barangay 
San Isidro, Makati City. 

He sustained severe contusions and was 
declared dead upon arrival at the Manila San- 
itarium Hospital at 5:45 p.m. on March 3. 

‘Apart from their independent efforts, 
Doyaoen said they were also closely coordi- 
nating with Makati policemen investigating 
the case. 


Fire in Pasig City leaves 36 families homeless 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


THIRTYSIX FAMILIES LOST THEIR HOUSES 
in a two-hour fire which broke out in a crowded 
community in Pasig City early yesterday morning. 

The alleged culprit: an unattended candle 
inside a two-story house where the electricity 
had been disconnected for over a year, FOL 
Salvador Norberte said. 

Nobody was injured but over Pl million 


worth of property was damaged in the fire 
which razed 18 houses. 

Quoting witnesses, Norberte said Feliza 
Baesa, 75, lita candle at about 2 a.m. yester- 
day on the upper floor of their two-story 
house in Purok Rizal in Barangay Pinag- 
buhatan. 

But while the candle was still burning, Bae- 
sa fell asleep. 

‘Two hours later, the other members of Bae- 
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sas family woke up to find that the second 
floor was already on fire. 

Because the house was made of light mate- 
rials, the fire quickly spread to adjacent hous- 
es, including a seven-door apartment. 

Radio officer FO1 Ernan San Agustin said 
the fire was put out at 6:08 a.m. 

Fire officials had advised house owners to 
be careful in using candles and not leave them 
unattended. 
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Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


Procurement of Management Consultancy for the Cost-Based 
Tariff Analysis and Development Project 


4, The Philippine Ports Authority (PPA). through its CY 2008 Corporate Budget 
approved by the PPA Board of Directors intends to apply ihe sum of 
PRXS7,928.00 (E-VAT Inclusive) beng he Approved Budget for the Contract 
(ASC) la payments under the contract for Procurement of Mana 
Consultancy for the Cost-Based Tariff Analysis and Development Project 
Bide received in excess ofthe ABC shall be automaticaly rejected at he opening of 
the financial proposal. 


The PPA row calis for the submission of Letters of intent (LOI trom poteris 
Bidera to apply fr eligbity and short sung for Procurement of Management 
Consultancy for tha Cost-Based Tarif Analysis and Development Project 
eterestad consultants must subm their LOIS on or before April 4, 2006 at 8:00 
AM to 4:00 PM at Philippine Ports Authority, Room 505 Commercial Services 
‘Department. Marsman Bldg. 22 Muelle do San Francisco, South Harbor, Port 
Arta, Manila and secure ine Egy Documarts therelrom upon payment of a 
fon refundable fee of PhP, 120.00 E-VAT inclusive). Applications for eigibity 
Tl bo evaluated on a "passlal" basis. Tho last day for the submission othe 
ecompiished Elgiiiy Documents shali be on the date of the opening of Elgbity 
Documenta. April 5, 2006 not later than 1:00 PM atthe above address. Only 
thove inat are short stad wil be ented to submit bids. 


The Special Bids and Awards Committee (SBAC) shall draw up the shot list of 
onsukancy frm from those who have subratied LOs and have been determined 
Se etgible both in accordance with ihe provisions of Republic Act 9184 (FLA. 9184) 
Sn fe implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A). The short ist of 
Prospectiva bidders shal consist of five (5) consultancy fms. The citer (per 
Geo 2415.3, IRR-A of RA 9164) and rang system for short ising a 


a. Applicable exporience of the Consultant and associates In case of joint 
ventures, considering both the overall experiences of the firm and the 
Individual experiences of the principal and key staff Including the times- 
amployed by other Consultants - 30%: 

b. Qualification of personnel who may be assigned to tha job vis-&-vis extent 
"and complexity of the undertaking - 50%: and 

e. Current worklaad relative to capacity- 20%. 


l. LOls must bo 


ered by hand, through mal, or facsimila to he address below at 
100 AM to 4: 


"Mon ct before Apri 4, 2006. 


Bising wt be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures as speciiod 
Inne IRCA of FLA. 8184, and is restictad, unless otherwise stated, lo Fiipino 
Quapns or organizators with at leas! sixty porcont (6%) interest belonging tociens 
S e Prpoinas. in accordance win IRR-A of R.A 9184, only bids from short 
{fated consultants wil bo opened. The process for he abgiity check is described 
Tino Etgiblty Documents. In accordance withthe IRR-A of R A. 9184 Ine contract. 
vill oriy be awarded to the Highest Raled and Responsive Bidder who was 
etermined as such during post qualification. 


The PPA shall evaluate bids using the Quality Cosi-Basod Evaluation (QCBE) 
procedure. Tho Technleal and Financial Proposals shall be given corresponding 
Wolghts of 70% and 30%, respactively. The crieria and rating system for the 
‘valuation o bids shall be provided inthe Instructions o Bidder: 


Interested consultants may obtain further information from the PPA atthe address 
‘ven below rom 4:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 


The cost of bidding documents shall be a non-refundable amount of 
PhP11,20000 E-VAT-Inclusiva) 


The contract shail be complated within eight (8) months. 


B. The PPA reserves tha righi to reject any anda bts, anml ine bing process, ox 
‘ot award he contrat ak any me pnor to contract award, without thereby incurring 
any habit to the affected bidder or bidders 


Philippine Ports Authority. 
"Benjamin B. Cocilio 
Chalrperson, Special Bids and Awards Commitioo 
Room $05, Commercial Servicos Department, Marsman Bldg. 
O2 Muolis de San Francisco, South Harbor, Port Aroa, Manila 
1632) 301-0075 (Telotax or (632) 527-0358 loc. 260 fo 266. 
"acGnoL.com ph or elsusaradippe.com.ph 
1632) 301-0075 
tpi. ppa.com ph 


Benjamin Cecio. 
SBAC Chairperson or. 
Reprosertatva cl na 
‘SBAC Cherperson 
(PDI-Maceh 144 1200) 


Two-day jobs fair 

AROUND 1,000 jobs overseas will be offered to 
skilled workers and graduates of high school and 
college courses during a two-day international job 
fair at the Manila City Hall, Vice Mayor Danny La- 
cuna said the job fair will be held on March 17 and 
{8 at the Manila City Council Session Hall. The job 
{air will be exclusive to city residents on the 17th. 
Residents from other cities can apply on the fol- 
lowing day stating at 1 p.m. Those who would be 
hired will be sent to the United States, United 
Kingdom, Africa, Middle East and Asia. Applicants 
should bring identification cards and a barangay 
certification showing that they are bonafide resi- 
dents of Manila. ‘Margaux C. Ortiz 


Bus runs over accountant 

A 56-YEAR-OLD accountant died when he was hit by a bus while crossing 
Ayala Avenue at the corner of Rizal Drive in Makati yesterday morning. Ana- 
cieto Lontoc, a resident of Binan, Laguna, was Killed instantly when the tire 
of the Fermina Express bus (NYR 525) ran over his body. He was brought to 
the Funeraria Filipinas on JP Rizal Avenue for autopsy. The bus driver, Nov- 
elson Flores, 36, was taken into police custody and could be charged with 
reckless imprudence resulting in homicide. Tarra V. Quismundo 


In trouble for unfair competition 
A CHINESE national is now facing charges before the Manila Regional Trial 


henrybutc 


On the instruction of Fivertex Corporation 


SALE BY LIVE AUCTION 
Machine Tools; Tooling; Plant Services; 
Miscellaneous Equipment; Vehicles 

z 


At: Fertex Corporation - Km. 28, Bo. Dolores, Taytay, Rizal 
On Vieu: Wednesday, 15th March 2006 from Sam to Spm & morning of sale day | 
Refundable Deposit: Php20.000 (upon registration) 
IN OVER 300 LOTS INCLUDING: - 
MACHINE TOOLS - LOTUS C6240 Universal Lathe Machine; DAEGU Universal 
| | Gap Bed Lathe DLS 560 2000, PARKA DRD 960 Radial Arm Dril (1983) 
JORNFORD 25 Vertical Miling Machine (1991); Shaper Machine 8635-1 
1994) CHEVALIER FSG 2AT224 Surface Grinder; WONGONG WBS 3205 
THorizontal Bandsaw, MAGNI MAC-SOA EDM Machine; (3) PEDESTRAC Del 
Pres DAEHAN ARGON Arc Welder Mache, Double Ended Grinder, Bench 
‘Vises Ming Machines: Sand Blaster Machine DQ-208, et 
TOOLING. NEWS YAMATO 400mm Rotary Table Verc Horizontal Dividing 
Head 5) 3 Jaw Lathe Chuck, Lathes Steady Rest Isl Stock Spinde; Miling 
‘AtborsSpindles, Face Mil Cutters; Tool Holders; HSS Twist Dri Hand Taps 
Resmens Alen keys: Pneumatic Tools G Clamps, RHAN Precision Granite 
Surface Plate, SAIN Precision Stainless Stel Ruler, Stainless Steel Protracior, 
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Court for allegedly selling fake industrial machines. William Ong, owner of 
Hong-Huat Marketing located in Grace Park, Caloocan City, has been ac- 
‘cused of unfair competition by Eric Go-Yap, executive vice president and 
representative of E.Y. Industrial Sales, authorized dealer of Yamato ma- 
chines. Yap said Ong. along with nine others, has been using the brand 
name Yamato in selling fake industrial equipment like welding machines and 
other power tools. Tina G. Santos. 


Deadline for nominations extended 

‘THE DEADLINE for nominations for the UP Gawad Plaridel 2006 has been 
extended to March 15. The award recognizes Filipino media practitioners in 
media (print, radio, television, flm and new media) who have excelled in 
their profession and performed with the highest level of professional in- 
tegrity in the interest of public service. For this year, the award will be given 
toan outstanding practitioner in radio. Eligible for the awards are all practi 
ing Filipinos who have excelled as a station manager, producer, director, 
‘writer, announcer, reportar, ete. Only nominations from institutions will be 
accepted for the award. Nomination forms and awards guidelines are avail 
able at the UP CMC Office of Extension and External Relations. Interested 
parties.may call 9206864 for details. 


Seminar-workshop for librarians 

THE PHILIPPINE Society o Librarians and Information Specialists is hold- 
ing a seminar-workshop on “Cataloging and indexing Update: An Achieve- 
ment Workshop" starting today until March 15. The seminar is ‘being held at 
the 10th floor of the Securities and Exchange Commission building on Edsa, 
Ortigas in Mandaluyong City. For reservations, inquiries, pleas call Lynn at 
7241994, Vangie 5238687 and Dory 0919-7727678. 


CENTRAL PANGASINAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
San Carios Cay. Pangasinan 
Tel S (07S) 532-2222 632-3148 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Central Pangasran Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CENPELCO) with office 
address at Padila Si, San Carlos Cay, Pangasnan invites al quatied bidders 
for the supply and delvery of the foliowng substation equipment including 
[Raslaton and commssioning forthe proposed 5 MVA Labrador substation, 

69 KV Metering Equipments 1 set 

69 KV Air Break Switch 2 tset 

69 KV SFG Power Circuit Breaker 1 set 

15 KV Feeder Protection Equipment 

d1 15 KV Vacuum Circuit Breaker (Main) 

42 15 KV Vacuum Circuit Breakers (Feeder) - 

4.3 Accessones and Miscellaneous et 

e. Sie! Structures and foundations. l iiot 

Al interested parties shall submit Letter of Intent together with thel latest 
Company prolle and secure bid documents re: Technical specifications 
Sad scope of works to PBAC secretanat starting March 22, 2006. In addition 
2 non refundable tee of Seven Hundred Fifty Pesos (P750.00) shall be paid 
before secunng said documents Submission of sealed bid wil be on Apri 
06. 2006 (Thursday) at 2.00 PM (1400 hrs) at CENPELCO main office 
Paca St. San Carlos City, Pangasinan wherein your bid wil be opened in 
Your presence or that of your representative Prior to the bidding proper 
Your company's represenialves are requested to inspecassess the sos 
{or your accurate quotation 
Request further to include in your sealed bids/proposals the delivery date, 
foune of payment, schedule of achvites and commissioning penod for 
valuation purposes. The BID BOND is either in the form of cash or 
manager s check equivalent to two and a half percent (2 % 9) of the total 
bid pica or surely bond equivalent to ten percent (10%) of the total bid 
price Bid bond less than the required amount will be automatically 
Giequalfied Bids/proposals submitted beyond the speotied date and time 
wil nol be accepted 
CENPELCO RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS. 
WAIVE ANY OF THE REQUIRED FORMALITY THEREIN AND ACCEPTS 
THE BIDS ONLY DEEMED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE 
COOPERATIVE 
(Sg) RODRIGO F. CORPUZ 
PBAC Chasman 


1 set 
2 sets 


Noted by: 


(Sod) ENGR. EDGARDO R. PIAMONTE 
Executive Officer/Project Supervisor 
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62 killed as 6 bombs explode 


F 
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Brain drain as academics 
become targets of attacks 


in Baghdad; reprisals feared 


BAGHDAD—IRAQ SUFFERED ONE OF ITS 
worst days of bloodshed this year as 62 peo- 
ple were killed and at least 250 wounded, 
many of them in a six car bomb attack on a 
Baghdad Shiite neighborhood, sparking fresh 
fears of sectarian violence. 

The bloodletüng came as Iraqi politicians 
rushed forward the opening oftheir parliament to 
“Thursday in a bid to foil extremists’ efforts to ex- 
ploit the political vacuum and further inflame 
communal tensions between the majority Shiites 
and the historically-dominant Sunnis. 

The deadliest attacks targeted the poor district 
of Sadr City, a mostly Shiite quarter in the east of 
the city, as people went about their late afternoon. 
shopping. 

Within minutes, two cars exploded in the Al- 
Ula market, followed by one in Kayara market, 
two in Mreidi market and one in Dagher market, 
the interior ministry said. 

A seventh car bomb was defused. The rash of 
bombings in Sadr City claimed the lives of 46 peo- 


ple and wounded 204 others, the ministry said. 

Authorities immediately appealed for blood 
donors and called on police to increase their pres- 
fence around Sunni mosques for fear of retalia- 
tion 

"There are continuous efforts by the terrorists 
to promote sectarian conflict so there is a need to 
deal with the threat on an urgent basis and form a 
government of national unity,” US ambassador to 
Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad told reporters earlier 

"The bombing of a revered Shiite mosque in 
Samarra, north of Baghdad, on Feb. 22 led to a 
wave of reprisal attacks against Sunnis and their 
‘mosques as the country appeared to be spiraling 
towards civi war 

‘The latest bombings targeted a Shiite neigh- 
borhood, home to more than two million people. 
and a bastion of radical cleric Moqtada Sadrs 
militia, which is suspected of carrying out reprisal 
attacks against Sunnis. 

In the 12 days that followed the Samarra 
bombing, more than 450 civilians were killed and 


Dx 


81 Sunni mosques attacked, of which eight were 
destroyed, the US military said. 

‘The onslaught came hours after politicians, 
who had been postponing the opening of parlia- 
ment because of a dispute over who should be 
prime minister in the next broad-based coalition 
government, suddenly brought the date forward 
from Sunday to Thursday. 

‘The opening of parliament—elected three 
months ago—was advanced "to indicate that 
things need to move on a faster pace," and so that 
its timing did not clash with a Shite holiday, hon- 
oring Imam Hussein, Khalilzad told reporters af- 
ter sitting in on a meeting of top Iraqi politicians. 

The Shiite-led government fears there could be. 
yet more attacks against Shiite pilgrims as they 
stream to the holy cities of Karbala and Najaf, in 
the south of the country in the coming week for 
their religious festival Arbaeen. 

Meanwhile, the chief prosecutor at the trial of 
Saddam Hussein urged that the ex president be 
‘swiftly hanged if found guilty. AFP 


Queen Liz’s visit revives 


Australia republic debate 


SYDNEY—HUNDREDS OF AUS- 
tralians politely welcomed Britain's 
Queen Elizabeth to Sydney's Opera 
House on Monday as her 15th visit 
to Australia revived a bubbling de- 
bate over whether the country 
should become a republic. 

Excited locals and bemused 
tourists waved paper Australian 
flags as the 79-yeat-old monarch 
opened a new section of the land- 
mark Opera House, her first offi 
cial duty ofa five-day visit. 

But her presence has added 
heat to the debate over whether 
Australia should replace her with 
a home-grown head of state. A 
poll of more than 147,000 people 

D taken by wwwninemsn.com.au 

1 1 showed that 57 percent wanted 
the country to become a republic. 

“We're here more because of 

the hype and the celebrity factor 


BRITAIN'S Queen Elizabeth Il looks at memorabilia held by 
welcomers after the Commonwealth Day Service in Sydney, Australia 
March 13. m 


WonLDBRIEFS 


UK firms got billions from Iraq war, says report 
LONDON—British businesses have profited by at least 1.1 billion pounds ($1.9 billion) since 
coalition forces toppled Saddam Hussein three years ago, The Independent newspaper reported 
Monday. Thanks to the “war dividend" 61 British companies have benetited from contracts and 
investments in Iraq, according to a joint investigation by independent watchdog Corporate 
Watch and The Independent. The amount involved could be the tip of the iceberg, according to 
the study, because many companies prefer to keep their Iraq relationship secret. The companies 
involved include private security services firms, banks, PR consultancies, urban planning con- 
Sortiums, oil companies, architects, offices and energy advisory bodies, sald the paper which 
has always opposed the war in Iraq AFP 


Japan princess meets Mickey Mouse 
ug TOKYO—Last week, it was the 200, On 

Monday, it was Disneyland. Japan's 4- 
year-old Princess Aiko has been getting a 
weekly dose of life outside the palace and 
what children her age go through as she 
prepares to start nursery school in April 
Aiko, a big fan of the ancient sport of 
sumo, according to her father Crown 
Prince Naruhito, appeared a bit perplexed, 
it not scared, by the welcome she received 
by the Magic Kingdom's symbols, Mickey 
and Minnie Mouse. Dressed in a pale blue 
Coat and grey trousers, Aiko shrank back 
and clung to her mother, Grown Princess 
Masako, when the characters approached 
to shake hands. She later recovered her 
composure enough to wave to waiting 
crowde-atter boarding an open-sided car 
with her smiling parents. The weekly outings have also given Masako more public exposure 

as the 42-year-old former career diplomat copes with a stress-related mental condition be- 
£ lieved to have been brought on by the pressures of adapting to court life Reuters 


‘Don’t ask, don’t tell’ 


WASHINGTON—Advocates for repealing the ban on military service by openly gay men and les- 
bians say they hope that their cause may be helped by the Supreme Court decision barring univer- 
sities from keeping military recruiters off their campuses in protest of that ban. The unanimous. 
ruling last week upheld a law requiring colleges to allow military recruiters access to students that 
is equal to access given to other employers, or risk forfeiting some federal grants. The ruling led 
several newspapers to write editorials calling for the government to change its policy, including 
USA Today, which said the ban was “archaic and hurtful;" The Washington Post, which said “a 
combination of bigotry and inertia keeps the gay ban in place;" The Baltimore Sun; and The Orego- 
nian. "The silver lining in this decision is that it has focused attention on the underlying issue of 
the prejudicial ‘don’t ask, don't tell’ policy," sald Steve Ralls, a spokesperson for the Servicemem- 
bers Legal Defense Network, a group that monitors discrimination against gay people in the mili- 
tary. NYT 


Apology to victim leads to arrest of thief 
TOKYO—A letter of apology sent to a robbery victim spelled arrest for a 
Japanese man after police investigating the case identified him from the 
handwriting. NHK television said the man had pushed his way into the 
house of a 72-year-old woman In the town of Misato, western Japan, 
and stole 15,000 yen ($125) after threatening her with a knife. He later 
wrote the victim a letter saying he was sorry and returning the cash 
The handwriting "and other things" led police to the man, a 51-year-old 
construction worker who lives near the victim, NHK sald. The man, who 
has confessed, is heavily in debt, It said. NHK did not say how the hand- 
writing was linked to the man. A local police officia! declined to give de- 
tails, saying an investigation was stil under way. Reuters 


120,000-hectare wildfire in Texas 
GROOM—A raging 300,000-acre (120,000-hectare) wildfire in northern Texas was blamed for 
six deaths, including two victims who were trying to escape thelr burning home, officials sald 
Four people dled Sunday in a multi-vehicle crash on an interstate highway when the dense 
smoke reduced visibility, the Texas Forest Service said. Six people ware injured. Northeast of 
Amarillo near the town of Borger, two people died trying to escape a grass fire that consumed 
their home, fire Capt. Mike Galloway said. The blaze—which rivals in size the fires that black- 
ened thousands of acres of grassland and klled three people In late December and early Jan- 
uary—forced the evacuation of eight towns, said Warren Bielenberg, a spokesperson for the 
Texas Forest Service. 


PRINCESS Masako and Princess Aiko  nevters 


AP 


rather than because she's queen of 
our country" said Karen Nitch, 
who was at the Opera House with 
heryoung daughter. 

Others admitted to even more 
superficial reasons to see Queen 
Elizabeth, who wore a lime green 
outfit pearls and matching hat. 

“She's got hot grandkids,” said 
20-year-old Alice Murray. 

“She's very short,” Murray said. 

Australia remains a constitu- 
tional monarchy 218 years after 
British settlers first arrived, with 
Britain's monarch as its head of 
state, represented in Canberra by 
a governor-general 

"The queen has the right to veto 
any Australian law, a power which 
has never been used in the 105 
years since Australia was federat- 
ed as a nation independent of 
Britain. Reuters 


BAGHDAD—SAMI AL-MUTHA- 
far, a chemistry professor at 
Baghdad University, survived a 
car bomb attack in early Febru- 
ary, walking away unscathed al- 
though several of his guards 
‘were wounded. 

He knows many other scien- 
tists and academics who were 
not so fortunate. 

“Tt is a big loss when we lose 
a professor or a scientist be- 
cause they are the elite of soci- 
ety" said Muthafar, who was 
minister of higher education 
wnder former president Sad- 
dam Hussein. "It is too hard to 
replace those we lose." 

Some 182 Iraqi university 
professors and academics have 
been killed in violence since 
the US-led invasion in 2003. 
Another 85 senior academics 
have been kidnapped or suf- 
fered attempts on their lives, 
the Association of University 


Lecturers in Iraq told a news" | 
conference last week. 

Few Iraqi men and women 
of learning are concerned | 
about academic freedom, an is- 
sue that galvanizes campuses | 
in the western world. In Bagli» 1 
dad, the goal is to survive. ° 

Those who do survive a 
bombing, gun battle or are ré- 
leased after a kidnapping 
rarely chance a second at- 
tempt, causing a brain drain of j 
leading intellectuals who ate j 
vital for educating the Iradi || 
professionals of tomorrow and 
rebuilding the country. 1 

“Targeting professors dè- ] 
stroys the higher education” | 
system in Iraq, which in tur 
destroys other sectors of soci- | 
ety by a deterioration in the | 
level of teaching,” said Dr. Mo-, } 
hammad Fahad, a professor in 
the dentistry faculty at Bagli- 
dad University. Reuters 


FOOD WASTE DISPOSER 
BORED WATER DISPENSER 
TRASH COMPACTOR 
MADE IN USA. 
220V. 6OHZ 


CLEAN 
& EASY 


1 toner wae 
2 Tamon he lode dpe 
3 fent in he owe 

1 nth digo on wae l 


Clean up in today's 
Modern Kitchen 
has never been easie 


GILLEST HOLDINGS, INC. 
ees, 


2426 Jose Abad Santos St, Sta. Cruz, Manlia 
"WARRANTY: SIX MONTIS PARTS & LABOR (PANTS & SERVICE AVAILABLE) 


"Tel. 254-835354 Fax No. 255-0579 


STUDY HOTEL MANAGEMENT IN 


SWITZERLAND 


Hotel Institute Montreux 


Located in the City Centre of Montreux, Switzerland. 


HIM provides: 


e Swiss Diploma in Hotel Management (2years) 
e Swiss Higher Diploma in Hotel Management (2.5 years) 
e American Dual BBA Degree in Hotel and Business 
Management (3 years) 
© MBA, Masters in Business Administration (4 years) 
Postgraduate Diplomas for Bachelor Degree holders (1 year) 
© Paid internships in Switzerland or overseas 
e Affordable fees including tuition and full board 


* ATTENDANCE IS FREE OF CHARGE 


Contact : Ne 
Belle 


39159499247 
+639198370259 


belleloved@gmail.com 


Member of ASEH, Swiss Hotel Schools Association 


THE HAGUE—AN AUTOPSY HAS CONCLUDED 
that Slobodan Milosevic died of a heart attack, 
but his sudden death in UN custody on Saturday 
has raised intriguing questions, notably what 
sparked the former Yugoslav strongman's heart 
attack and where he will be buried. 


It was also unknown whether 
Milosevics flamboyant widow Mira 
‘Markovic would be allowed to trav- 
elto The Hague to claim his remains 
from the Intemational Criminal Tri- 
bunal for the Former Yugoslavia (IC- 
TY), where he was on trial for geno- 
cide and war crimes. 

‘An autopsy performed Sunday 
pinpointed “myocardial infarction” 
as-the immediate cause of Milose- 
vies death, but an ICTY. spokesper- 
son said it was “too early” to rule out 
poisoning, as charged by his en- 
tourage—and the ex president him- 
self in a letter revealed after his 
death. 

Milosevics legal advisor Zdenko 
‘Tomanovic said Sunday that the for- 
mer strongman had addressed a let- 
ter to the Russian foreign ministry 


poisoned after receiving a medical 
report indicating large amounts of a 
drug for tuberculosis or leprosy in 
is blood. 

“Milosevic pointed out that dur- 
ing the last five years he had never 
used any such antibiotics, especially 
since he had never had leprosy or 
tuberculosis or any kind of infec- 
tious disease except for the fu,” 
"Tomanovic said. 

A Serbian pathologist assisted 
and two Serbian observers were 
present atthe autopsy. 

The heart attack finding put paid 
to the hypothesis of suicide enter- 
tained even by ICTY chief prosecu- 
tor Carla-del Ponte, who said in an 
interview published Sunday: “He 
could have done it asa last act of de- 
fiance towards us. Perhaps he did 
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the WORLD 
More questions over Milosevic death 


Earlier she noted: "Its odd, al- 
though naturally itis possible, that 
he died unexpectedly without the 
doctors noticing that his health had 
suddenly worsened.” 

Milosevics widow Mirjana 
Markovic, known as Mira, is be- 
lieved to have been living in Russia 
since fleeing Serbia in 2003. She has 
been charged by Belgrade with 
abuseofher office and there isan in- 
temational arrest warrant issued in 
hername. 

Markovic had not contacted the 
Dutch Embassy in Moscow to obtain 
avisa for The Netherlands as of Sun- 
day afternoon, the Dutch foreign 
ministry said. 

Spokesperson DirkJan Vermeij 
said in The Hague: ‘According to the 
rumors, she is in Moscow which is 
why we contacted our embassy 
there.” 

Serbian President Boris Tadic on 
Sunday said he would not pardon 
Markovic, meaning she would be 
unable to return home for a funeral 
ceremony itis held in Serbia. 

Markovic, dubbed the Lady Mac- 
beth ofthe Balkans, was a power be- 
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ASUPPORTER cries as he touches portrait of Milosevic. 


faces arrest if she ever again sets foot 
in Serbia, where she has been indict- 
ed on charges of abuse of power. 

In an interview published in Ser- 
bian newspaper Vecemje Novosti 
‘Markovic said that she would prefer 
Milosevic to be buried in his home 
town Pozarevac but added she was 
a “hostage” to the international ar- 


Milosevics funeral poses a co- 
mundrum for Serbian authorities, 
with his family split over where he 
should be laid to rest and his widow 
Markovic risking arrest if she comes 
home. 

Serbian President Boris Tadic on 
Sunday ruled outa state funeral say- 
ing he believed such an observance 


ne 


ate” given Miosevics role in the 
bloody Balkans conflicts. 

“Thave still not decided where my 
husband will be buried," Markovic 
told a Serbian newspaper Monday. 

"If it was only up to me to decide 
it would be Pozarevac,” a town 
about 80 km east of Belgrade. But, 
she said, “Tam stil the hostage of an 


cde 
Bush plans 
sustained drive 
against Iran 


WASHINGTON THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
US President George W. Bush plans for a sus- 
tained campaign against the ayatollahs of 
‘Tehran that could include regime change, The 
Washington Post reported Monday. 

The newspaper said Bush and his team have 
been huddling in closed-door meetings on Iran, 
summoning scholars for advice, creating an Iran 
office in Washington and opening listening posts 
abroad dedicated to the efforts against Tehran. 
The internal debate that raged in the first term 
Between those who advocated more engagement. 
with Iran and those who preferred more con- 
frontation appears in the second term to be large- 
Jy settled in favor of the latter, the report said. 
“Although administration officials do not use 
the term "regime change” in public, that in effect 
is the goal they outline as they aim to build resis- 
‘ance to the theocracy, The Post pointed out. 

“We do not have a problem with the Iranian 
peóple. We want the Iranian people to be free," 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said in Sen- 
ate testimony last week. “Our problem is withthe 
Iranian regime.” 

In private meetings, Bush and his advisers 
have been more explicit, the paper said. 

Members of the Hoover Institutions board of 
overseers who met with Bush, Vice President 
Richard Cheney and national security adviser 
Stephen Hadley two weeks ago emerged with 
the impression that the administration has shift- 
ed to a more robust policy aimed at the Iranian 
government, according to the Post. 

"The message that we received is that they are 
in favor of separating the Iranian people from the 
regime,” the paper quotes Esmail Amid-Hozour, 
an Iranian American businessman who serves on 
the Hoover board, as saying. AFP 


commit suicide." 


hind the throne of her husband but 


rest warrant against her. 


EXUBERANCE FOR SPRING 


Sadhus, or Hindu holy men, celebrate Holi, the festival of colors, 


heralds the arrival of spring. 


Varanasi, India March 13. The Hindu festival 


US newspaper chain agrees to sale 


KNIGHT RIDDER, THE SECOND- 
largest newspaper company in the 
United States, agreed Sunday night 
to sell itself for about $4.5 billion in 
cash and stock to the McClatchy Co., 
a publisher half its size, according to 
people involved in the negotiations. 
‘The deal, which is expected to be 


announced Monday, comes as the 
newspaper industry is gripped by un- 
certainty as readers across the coun- 
try have begun to drift away from 
printed newspapers. 

However, the sale could help as- 
suage some investors who are ner- 
vous about the values of newspaper 


companies because Knight Ridder 
commanded a premium of about 25 
percent for its shares from the time 
it put itself up for sale in November 
under pressure from shareholders 
who were unhappy with perfor- 
mance ofits stock. New York Times 
News Service 


would be “completely inappropri- 


Aspirin still tops 
at cutting risk 
of heart disease 


ATLANTA, GEORGIA—ASPIRIN REMAINS 
the drug of choice to reduce the risk of heart 
disease, researchers said here. 

Researchers made the conclusion in a 
study evaluating whether taking aspirin 
with the blood-thinning drug Plavix dimin- 
ishes the risk of having a heart attack or 
stroke. 

The study, presented here Sunday at the 
American College of Cardiologys annual 
congress, found that taking a combination of 
Plavix and aspirin made little difference and 
could actually harm patients, like smokers or 
diabetics, who are most at risk of developing 
heart disease. 

"The overall findings of this study were. 
negative, but a benefit was seen in patients 
with established cardiovascular disease ... 
with a modest reduction of the risks,” said 
study co-author Deepak Bhatt. 

“There is no reason to use the combina- 
tion therapy for primary prevention, where- 
as it might be useful in patients who have al- 
ready had a heart attack or stroke,” said 
Bhatt, associate director of the Cleveland 
Clinic Cardiovascular Coordinating Center. 

The 28-month study was conducted 
among 15,600 people more than 45 years 
old. The study appears in the April 20 edi- 
tion of the New England Journal of 
Medicine. 

The study showed that there was no sig- 
nificant benefit to adding clopidogrel to as- 
pirin therapy in a wide range of patients. 
Furthermore, since patients who took clopi- 
dogrel had an increased risk of bleeding, the 
long-term use of combination antiplatelet 
therapy may not be warranted in most pa- 
tients, AFP 


"UR First case of bird flu in Afghanistan 


ASRI LANKAN child is pecked by an African Grey Parrot ata zoo at 


Dehiwala near Colombo. 


CALL THE INQUIRER CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINE. 


896-6000 


KABUL, — AFGHANISTAN—THE 
first case of bird flu has been de- 
tected in Afghanistan and there's a 
high risk that tests could prove itto 
be the deadly HSNI strain of the 
virus, a UN agency said Monday. 
The UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization said five swab sam- 
ples from backyard poultry farms 
in Kabul and the eastern city of 
Jalalabad tested positive on Mon- 
day for HS, and that tests were un- 
der way to discern the subtype 
"Theresa high risk that the virus 


detected is HSNI, but other possi 
bilities remain at this time,” an FAO 
statement issued in Kabul said. 

Afghanistan has not reported a 
case of bird flu before. Last month, 
the FAO warned that an outbreak 
was virtually unavoidable and 
chided the government and donor 
nations for being slow to prevent 
it 

The HSN1 strain of bird flu has 
killed or forced the slaughter of 
tens of millions of chickens and 
ducks across Asia since 2003, and 


recently spread to Europe, Africa 
and the Middle East. Health offi- 
cials fear HSN1 could evolve into a 
virus that can be transmitted easily 
between people and become a 
global pandemic. 

That has not happened yet, but 
at least 97 people have died from 
the disease worldwide, two-thirds 
of them in Indonesia and Vietnam, 
according to figures by the World 
Health Organization. 

Dr. Azizullah Esmoni, director of 
the husbandry and veterinary de- 


partment of the Afghan agriculture 
‘ministry, said the tests on the five 
samples from Afghanistan were 
underway at an FAO laboratory in 
Italy, He expected results within 48 
hours to determine whether or not 
HSNI was present. 

The FAO statement said the bird. 
flu samples tested were “associated 
with high morality" and the re- 
sults so far indicated “that a highly 
pathogenic avian influenza has 
been detected at more than one 
site in Afghanistan.” AP 
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Cage body up for POC scrutiny 


TRINIDAD: Everybody 
will be satisfied, 


By Marc Anthony Reyes. 


CAN PHILIPPINE BASKETBALL 
make it to the Doha Asian 
Games in December? 


‘The question lingered yesterday even after 
the country’s basketball stakeholders ex- 
pressed optimism the draft of the constitution 
and by-laws of the new cage body will get the 
nod of the Philippine Olympic Committee 


La Salle to nix 


total 


ban from 


UAAP events 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


‘WHILE DE LA SALLE UNIVERSI- 
ty awaits the verdict of the UAAP on. 
the eligibility scandal that rocked 
the muliided Green Archers, 
school officials plan to nix a move 
to skip all sports in the league. 

Ina recent meeting with the uni- 
versity’ team managers, executive 


vice president Dr 


Quebengco reportedly said she 
could "not allow the innocent ath- 
Jetes to suffer the penalty for the 
(action ofa) few bad seeds." 

1a Salle filed last Jan. 23 a one- 
year leave of absence—only from 
the men's basketball toumament— 
in a bid to rebuild its cage program. 

"Two weeks later, the UAAP board 
tumed down La Sallés proposal, 
saying basketball is one of two com- 
pulsory sports in the league. 

The board noted, however, that 
La Salle may still take a break from 
the league next season, and if it does 
so, it must file a leave of absence 


from all 14 sports. 


In the same meeting, officials 
stressed that La Salle should contin- 
ue its clean-up drive. The institution. 


admitted last October 


knowingy fielded two ineligible 
players—Mark Benitez and Tim Gar- 
chalian—in the last three seasons. 

Sources said Quebengco “ex- 
pressed her full support for sports 
development, since itis an integral 
part of education." 

The same sources said Quebeng- 
co wants the university to maintain 
its "long-term vision” of “having the 
best sports program in the country" 

The league's fact-finding commit- 
tee announced during the last meet- 
ing that its decision and recommen- 
dation on the La Salle eligibility 
scandal will be out this month. 

The fveman panel, sources 
added, had already interviewed sev- 
eral La Salle officials, induding 
Quebengco and sports development 
head Bro. Bobby Casingal, FSC. 

The committee had also sum- 
moned assistant team manager 
Manny Salgado and statistician 
Raul Lacson, who were tagged by La. 
Salle as the officials who helped se- 
cure the players false records. 

Benitez and Gatchalian submit- 
ted fake certificates of their Philip- 
pine Educational Placement Test, an 
exam taken in lieu of a high school 
diploma, to gain entry in college. 


Carmelita 


that it un- 


Viloria gets Elorde Golden Belt award 


BRIAN VILORIA, THE REIGNING 
World Boxing Council light fly- 
weight champion, will be honored 
with the Flash Elorde Golden Belt 
award during the sixth Banquet of 
Champions of the Gabriel "Flash" 
Elorde Memorial Awards on March 
25 at the Dusit Hotel Nikko. 

Viloria, 25, willbe the first boxer to 
receive the award after he won the 
WAC ttle from Eric Ortiz in September 
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last year and defended it against Jose 
Antonio Aguirre in Las Vegas lazy 
month, 

Laura Elorde, widow of the late 
Flash Elorde, in whose honor the Elorde 
‘Awards are presented, said the golden 
belt is an exact replica of the belt Elorde 
received for winning the world junior 
lightweight championship in 1960. 

Viloria, called the Hawaiian Punch 
and more recently the Pinoy Punch, isa 


Philippine Basketball League commission- 
er Chino Trinidad said the stakeholders are 
confident of getting the approval of a separate. 
committee tasked by the POC to scrutinize the 
charter of the group which will be simply 
called “Pilipinas Basketball.” 

“It may not be perfect, but I'm sure every- 
body will be satisfied,” Trinidad said. "This is 
the result of two months of hard work.” 

The stakeholders will submit the new char- 
ter tomorrow, just in time for the deadline set 
by the POC. The local Olympic body will then 
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Hawaikbased boxer who traces his 
roots to Narvacan, locos Sur. 

‘The latest Filipino boxing sensation. 
will join Manny Pacquiao, who will re- 
ceive boxings highest honor as Boxer 
ofthe Year awardee during the awards 
rites, presented by the Gabriel “Flash” 
Elorde Foundation to honor outstand- 
ing boxers in memory of the great leg- 
end himself, who reigned as junior 


polish it to adhere to the conditions of the Fi- 
ba, the international basketball federation. 

Fiba has given the Philippines until the end 
of this month to create a new body that will 
involveall the sport's major stakeholders such. 
as the PBA, PBL, NCAA and UAAR 

However, POC spokesman Joey Romasanta 
said the copy of the by-laws will still have to 
be scrutinized by the executive council during 
its meeting tomorrow at the Cafe J in Makati 

"I don't want to make a comment,” Romas- 
anta told the Inquinen in an overseas call from 


Malaysia. "I haven't seen the draft of the con- 
stitution.” 

‘The Basketball Association of the Philip- 
pines was expelled by the POC last year. 

The POC-inspired Philippine Basketball 
Federation, however, failed to get the sanc- 
tion of the Fiba and the country lost the right 
to host the sport during the 23rd Southeast 
Asian Games last December. 

Unless the Fiba ban is lifted, the country 
cannot compete in all international events, in- 
cluding the Asiad this December. 


Caguioa, Peek . 
share RP Cup 
scoring honors 


BARANGAY GINEBRAS MARK 
Caguioa and Coca-Cola's Ali Peek 
are like polar opposites who have 


something in common. 


For one, Caguioa is a glib talker 
while Peek is a man of few words. 
Both, though, are driven by the 
same passion which proved cru- 
cial for their respective teams in 
the first week of the Philippine 


Cup. 


The defending champion Gin 
Kings and the Tigers are on top of 
the heap with identical 2-0 win- 


loss slates mainly due to Caguioa 
and Peek, who were unanimous 
choices as the PBA Press Corps’ 
Gran Matador Co-Players of the 
Week for the period March 5-12. 
Caguioa opened the Kings ti- 
tle-retention bid by pouring ina 
tournament high 39 points ina 
98-81 win over Talk N Text last 
Wednesday. He followed that up 
with 23 points and 10 rebounds in 
their come-from-behind 98-93 
victory over Sta. Lucia Realty last 


Sunday. 


Itis not by sheer coincidence 
that Caguioa is putting up such 
big numbers. He has to live up to 
a promise made before a nation- 
wide television audience. 

“We will walk without clothes 
in [Manila's] Baywalk area if we 
don't win the championship,” 
Caguioa declared ina pre-tourna- 
ment TV primer by ABC-5. 

Peek, on the other hand, 
proved a consistent scorer after 
Coca-Cola coach Binky Favis 
urged him to watch an edited tape 
of the player's shots in the season- 
opening Fiesta Conference. 

“It (che tape] showed what. 
kind of shots I was missing and 
the ones that went in,” Peek re- 
called. “So I tried to work harder 
on my shots since then." 

Still, nobody expected him to 
come up with a perfect shooting 


1960-1967. 
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BIG games by Mark Caguioa 


night from the field last Friday, 
leastofall himself. 

"T was not thinking about it" 
said the Hawaii-born center after 
scoring a game-high 27 points— 
marked by a perfect 12-for-12 
shooting from the perimeter—in, 
the Tigers’ 81-69 win over Alaska 
last Friday. 

‘The awe-inspiring offensive 
show actually improved Peek’s 
previous all-time record by one - 
shot. He set the previous mark of 
11 attempts without a miss on 
Aug. 1, 2001 while still playing, . 
ironically, for Alaska. 

Peek, who registered 21 points 
and 11 rebounds in a 104-83 win 
over Air21 last Sunday, was nota} 
particularly conscious ofthe $ 
record. Still, other people remind- 
ed him aboutit. 

“(TV courtside reporter) Jason 
Webb told me about it during the 
halftime break and during the 
third quarter (Alaska’s) Nic Belas- 
coasked me, When are you going 
tomis man""Peeksaid. — ' 

“Tm just happy we came out 
with a win," he added. 
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a text message away! 


Key in AUTO-space»your full name<space>your landline number<space>city or province 
example: "AUTO Manny Gomez 8456777 Makati City" 
send it to 0917-89100-00 and we will get started on your Auto Loan application. 


No time wasted. Walang hassle. Supor-bils ang applcation 


"For more information, cali the Auto Loans Direct Marketing hotline at 6456777 during office hours or 89-100 ean. | 
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Rare PBA treat for Hong Kong OFWs Sunday 


A WARM WELCOME AWAITS THE PHILIPPINE. 
Basketball Association (PBA) when it takes its act 
to Hong Kong this Sunday. 

League coordinators in the former British terri 
tory said thousands of overseas Filipino workers 
there are eagerly looking forward to the Pure- 
foods-Talk 'N Text match on March 19, marking 
the PBA first official overseas game in the Gran 
Matador Brandy Philippine Cup. 

"The lone game to be played at the Queen Eliz- 


2nd National Caddies 
Open fires off today 


By Musong R. Castillo 


CALATAGAN, BATANGAS—ONE 
hundred two entries, some of 
them representing previously 
unheard of golf courses, tee off 
today for the second National 
Caddies’ Open in this tough 
tree-lined layout. 

" The top three players at the end 
of the 72-hole tournament sched- 
uled over three courses will enter 
the long-term NCO program de- 
signed to transform them into fu- 
ture amateur stars. 

Participants who hail from as far 
south as Saranggani in Mindanao 
aid from Baguio in the north will 
wy to break the domination of 
Davao bets in this event supported 
by San Miguel Corp., Pagcor and the 
Philippine Sports Commission. 

Jonel Ababa and brothers Joseph 
and Mario Labajo booked the top 
three places in the initial staging of 
the toumey last year: All three cad- 
died at Apo Golf in Davao. 

First Gentleman Jose Miguel 
“Mike” Arroyo, Commission on 
Blections chair Ben Abalos and 
sportsman Hermie Esguerra official- 
Jy opened the tournament yesterday 
together with Juvic Pagunsan, one 
of the country's most successful ex- 
caddies in recent times. 

“A program like this does not 
come very often,” Arroyo told the 
caddies in Filipino before hitting one 
of three ceremonial drives. “Make 
the most out ofthis opportunity” 

"The event was started last year to 


contribute. 


amateur golf and to produce a fu- 
ture member ofthe Philippine team. 

Canlubang, which will be the site 
ofthe third round on Thursday, was 
the first to make a gamble on the 
products of the program. With four 
of the NCO standouts, the Sugar 
Barons won the recent Philippine 
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abeth Stadium is made possible by Talk 'N Text 
owner Manny V Pangilinan through Smart Glob- 
al, and with the support of Magic Sing and Cebu 
Pacific as official carrer. 

Game tickets have been in demand since the 
league confirmed the holding the PBA duel in 
Hong Kong last month, the coordinator said. 

"This is our way of thanking our thousands of 
OFW fans in Hong Kong,” said commissioner Noli 
Eala. "We're bringing to them no less than the ex- 


TOURNAMENT co-chair Hermie Esguerra hits one of three ceremonial drives opening the National 
Caddies Open yesterday at Calatagan. From left, co-chair Ben Abalos, First Gentleman Mike Arroyo, 
‘Tommy Manotoc and Calatagan's Dave Hernandez. 


to the development of 


duce champions." 


D BP Development Bank of the Philippines 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Development Bank of the Philippines is inviting interested bidders to apply for eligibility and to 


bid for: 


APPROVED BUDGET 


Airlines Interclub last month. 

“We hope to be able to discover 
talents as good or even better than 
Jonel (in this tournament)" Esguer- 
Ta, who shares the NCO chairman- 
ship with Abalos, said. “There's no 
greater joy in being able to help pro- 


‘The field, limited to players 25 
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citing brand of basketball the PBA is known for. 

“The endeavor would not have been possible 

without the help and effort extended by Mr. 
3. We thank him for all his support.” 

"The Hong Kong sojoum is the second official 
overseas game for the league in two years. 

In last years Fiesta Conference, Talk ‘N Text 
battled Formula Shell before a jampacked crowd. 
in Jakarta, Indonesia, with the Phone Pals emerg- 
inga 97-88 winner. 


RANA 


years and younger sampled the 
Robert Trent Jones Jr-designed 
course in Calatagan, host of the first 
36 holes today and tomorrow. 
Under the stringent format which 
will have cuts in each round, only 
the top 20 scores and ties will ad- 
vance to the final 18 holes sched- 
uled at Wack Wack East on Friday. 


The Tita Eggie way 
‘TWENTY YEARS AFTER EDSA as al | 


"86, the Philippine Basketball As- 
sociation is as strong as ever. 
“Twenty years after Edsa 36, 

basketball is si the county AZ 

No. 1 sport. 

And yes, 20 years after Edsa Mendoza 
"86, corruption corrodes, creeps 
on virtually ali spheres of gove- 
ment, fnot our society itself. 

"The PBA isas songas ever be- 
cause the league has, like San 
Miguel Corp., become an institu- 
tion. It is an institution because 
the league's founders led by 
among others Leo Prieto and 
Rudy Salud, had willed it o. Iris 
an institution because the league's 
present leaders continue to wil it 
so, No group, no company no as- 
sociation can last a generation 
without its founder) having the 
will to make it so. No group, no 
‘company, no association can exist 
beyond a generation without its 
succeeding leader(s) having the 
will to make it so. One generation 
1520 years or o. 

“The PBA is 31 years old. It can 
go another 31 years again with- 
Out encountering a major hitch if 
only its present leaders sick to 
their guns. Take it from Manny V 
Pangilinan: There's no real for- 
mula for success. Only the old 
formula, which is living by the 
code words of traditional rules. 
‘With just a little imagination, the 
old formula can be improved mi- 
mus ead shaking innovations. 

Nothing really changes. Only 
people change. 

‘The world is round and it will 
be that way til the end of time. 

Robert Jaworski used to be a 
legend on the hard court. Not 
anymore, as one does not last for- 
ever. He is now a Living Legend; 
only memories of his basketball 
exploits remain. 

Basketball will stay No. 1 with 
us if we say so. If we change, bas- 
ketball will cease to be No. 1. 

People change, not things, ob- 
jects, instinutions. 

"The barber dies but not the 
barber shop. 

The priest dies but not the 
church. 

The mayor dies but not the 
town hall. 

"The gardener dies but not the 
town plaza, 

‘The President dies but not the 
Palace. 
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1n light banter, people change 
either from good to bad or from 
bad to good—or even from bad 
to worse. 

"Twenty years after Edsa '86, 
nothings changed, ethics-wise, 
values-wise. 

Corruption is virtually every- 
where. We break laws, including 
the simplest traffic laws. We bribe 
and the bribed considers the act 
normal. We heed not our elders 
anymore if it foils our chance to 
eam more money. We disregard 
chivalry as though that seat in the 
bus is a matter of life and death. 
We accept a government that is 
mot peoplefrendly because it 
doesn't affect us directly anyways. 

“Twenty years after Edsa '86, 
those bom in 1986 still grope in 
the dark, mired in societal misery. 
‘Again, thats one generation lost 
as their values are as unchanged 
as the values of the very people 
‘who were ahead of them. Again, 
that's one generation lost as their 
ethics are as misshapen as the 
ethics of the very people who 
were ahead of them. 

Yes, we ought to join Eugenia 
“Tita Eggie" Duran-Apostol s “Ed- 
cation Revolution." 

Listen, had we initiated a revo- 
tion in education in 1986 by in- 
troducing a school curriculum an- 
chored on values, ethics and de- 
cent and honest govemance be- 
ginning with the school year 1986- 
87, we would have produced a 
new breed of Filipinos one genera- 
tion later, a generation steeped in 
honesty and faimess and service 
oriented to the people. 

Perhaps, 20 years after Edsa 86, 
age-cheating in sports—sill very 
rampant, 1 tell you—might now 
have become a thing of the past. 

Yes, Tita Eggie. lets mentor 
the mentors. Lets begin by teach: 
ing them how to score a basket- 
ball game the proper way. And 
the proper way is to add the 
points correctly, from the first 
whistle to the last buzzer. Pret! 


Comments to menju@pldtdsL net 


Call Center exec golf slated at Midlands 


A'TOYOTA INNOVA AND A NISSAN 
Sentra will be up for grabs as hole-in- 
‘one prizes in the much-awaited Call 
Center Executive Golf Challenge 2, 
an 18-hole tournament staged by 
Contact Center Association of the 
Philippines on Monday at the Tagay- 
tay Midlands Golf Club. 


center industry are joining the tourna- 
‘ment which has Plantronics as the tide 
sponsor and with Avaya and PLDT 
Business Solutions as co-presenters. 
‘The organizing CCAP has invited a 
hundred or so guests, mostly from its 
‘member companies, to answer the 
shotgun tee-off set at 9 a.m. Registra- 


‘There will be individual and team 
competitions in the tourney which is 
strictly invitational. The team event 
will feature participating call centers 
and their designated players. 

For inquiries, call 886-4407 or 
889-7763, or email admin@mediafo- 
ccus.com.ph/dlmediafocus@ya- 


PROJECT 


FOR THE CONTRACT. 


Hiring of Services of an Event Agency/ 
Communications Outfit to handle the DBP SLDP 
Logistics Race Promotions Program to boost 
tourism through the use of the country's Road 
Roll-on Roll-off (RoRo) Terminal System 


P 3,000,000.00 


SOURCE OF 


FUND: DBP 
FUNDS 


“Top executives of the booming call- tion starts at 7 a.m. 


Republic of the Philippines 
Province of Southern Leyte 
CITY OF MAASIN 


Bids and Awards Committee 


rejected at Bid Opening: 


"Bids received in excess of the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) shall be automatically 


Contract Begins: May 2006 
‘Schedule of Activities: 


Particulars Date 


Venue 


‘Submission and Opening of Letter 
of Intent (LOI) and Eligibility 
Requirement Documents 
(Prospective Bidders are 
encouraged to attend the Opening 
of Eligibility Requirements 
$ | Documents) 


“On or before" 9:00 a.m. of 
March 27, 2006 (Monday) 


BAC Secretariat, 6th 
Floor, DBP Building, 
Makati City 


Issuance of Bid Data SheeUTerms 
of Reference 


March 28-29, 2006 


BAC Secretariat, 6th 
Floor, DBP Building, 
Makati City 


Pre-Bidding Conference March 29, 2006 


(Wednesday) at 9:00 a.m. 


'OPS Conference Room, 
6th Floor, DBP Building, 
Makati City 


‘Submission of Technical Proposal 
and Financial Proposal of Eligible 
Consultants/Bidders 


"On or before" 9.00 a.m. of 
April 10, 2006 (Monday) 


BAC Secretariat, 6th 
Floor, DBP Building, 
Makati City 


Opening of Technical Proposal 
(Eligible Bidders are encouraged 
to attend the Opening of Technical 
Proposals) 


April 10, 2006 (Monday) at 
9:30 a.m. 


‘OPS Conference Room, 
6th Fioor, DBP Building. 
Makati City 


idding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures as specified in the IRR-A of 
RA. 9184, and is restticled to Filipino cilzens of organizations with at least sixty percent (60%) 
Interest belonging to citizens of the Philippines. The process for the eligibility check is described in 
the Eligibilty Documents, Only those that are eligible will bo allowed to submit bids. 


* The contract will only be awarded to the Highest Rated and Responsive Bidder who was determined 
as such during the post-qualificaion. Interested parties may secure the Eligibility Requirement Forms 
|. from the BAC Secretariat. 6th Floor, DBP Building, Makati City or you may download these forms at 
www. devbankphil.com.ph and at ihe Electronic Procurement Service of Ihe Department of Budget 


and Management. A non- 


undable fee of Php ,000.00 wil be charged to all eligible bidders. Quality 


Based Eveluation/Selection (QBE/QBS) method of evaluation will be used in the evaluation of 
proposals. The criteria and rating for the evaluation of bids shall be provided in the Terms of 


Reference (TOR). 


The Bank reserves the right to reject any and all bids, annul the bidding process, or not award the 
‘contract at any lime prior to contract award, without hereby incurring any liability to the affected 


bidder or bidders. 


For further inquiries, please call telephone numbers 8125702 / 8189511 loc. 2610. 


Bids and Awards Committee 


(PO-March 14820, 2000) 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


1. The City Government of Maasin through its Bids and Awards 
Committee (BAC) invites all interested suppliers, dealers. 
distributors and contractors to apply for eligibility and to submit 
bids for the Supply and delivery of three (3) units LK mobile. 
flash dryer (LK-12FD) w/ 7HP diesel engine and four (4) units 
LK thresher-husker-sheller combined (LK-150) w/ 7HP diesel 
engine with an Approved Budget of the Contract of two million. 
eight hundred ten pesos, Philippine currency 
(Php2,810,000.00). 

. The Bids and Awards Committee will hold a Pre-bid Conference 
on Thursday, March 16, 2006 at ten o'clock in the moming at 
the City Conference Room, City Hall, Maasin City. 


Interested bidders may obtain a complete set of bidding 
documents from March 9 to 27, 2006 upon payment of a non- 
refundable fee of 0.1% of the Approved Budget of the Contract 
to the City Treasury Services, Maasin City. 


|. Deadine for the submission applications for eligibility to bid 
and bid proposals shall be on Tuesday, March 28, 2006 at ten 
o'clock in the morning at the City Conference Room, City Hall, 
Maasin City. immediately after the deadline, applications for 
eligibility and bid proposals wil be opened in the presence of 
the bidder's representatives. 


‘The Eligibility Check/Screening as well as Preliminary 
Examination of Bids shall use the non-discretionary “pass/fail” 
criteria. Post-qualification of the lowest calculated bid shall be 
conducted. All particulars relative to the Eligibility Statement 
and Screening, Bid Security, Pre-Bidding Conference, 
evaluation of bids, Post-Qualification and Award of Contract 
shall be governed by the pertinent provisions of RA No. 9184 
and its Implementing Rules and Regulations. 


The City Government of Maasin assumes no responsibility 
whatsoever to compensate and indemnify bidders for any 
expenses incurred in the preparation of bid. The Bids and 
‘Awards Committee of the city of Maasin reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids, to waive any defects or formality therein 
and to accept bids considered complying and most 
advantageous to the government. 


For more information, please contact the BAC Secretariat at 
telephone numbers 570-8608 or 570-8824. 


(Sad. CRISPIN M. ARONG, JR. 


: z Chairman 


hoo.com. 
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More BEST classes bared 
MILO BEST CENTER'S SUMMER BASKETBALL PRO- 
ram will be held Wednesdays and Saturdays in three 
‘separate venues—San Beda College-Manila, Notre 
Dame of Greater Mania and Jose Rizal University. 
Classes wil start on Apri 5 and end on Apri 29. Milo 
BEST Center has also scheduled advanced enrolment 
for various venues at Ateneo College covered courts 
(810 11 am) and Notre Dame (1 to 3 p.m.) on March 
38. Nest Alabang (930 to 11:30) on March 26 and 
SEC-Mania (during office hours) 


Executive, ladies chess set 
REGISTRATION FOR THE MCC EXECUTIVE 1950- 
below and Ladies Open active chess tournaments is 
now ongoing at the second flor f St. Francis Square 
atthe comer of Doña Julia Vargas and Bank Drive 
{behind SM Megaman Mandaluyong Cy. The ex- 
ecutive event, which kicks off this Saturday, is open to 
all businessmen, professionals and those holding su- 
pervisory or managerial positions in private and gov- 
ernment firms. The Ladies event is set on Sunday. 
Special awards wil be given to the best unrated play- 
er and best school performers. For inquiries, call 828- 
8560, 0916-852-1069 or 0922-539-7392. 


60 fights at Big Dome today 
SIXTY FIGHTS ARE SCHEDULED TODAY AS THE 
"For Team Philippines 5-Cock Derby" sizzles at 5 p.m. 
atthe Araneta Coliseum. Part of the derby proceeds 
‘willbe given to national athletes, according to derby 
host Jose "Peping" Cojuangco, president of the 
Philippine Olympic Committee (POC). A participant is 
Tequred to fel straight fve cocks on either the frst 
or second day. A guaranteed prize of P500,000 is al- 
Inte tor each day ot competion. 


Largahan derby resumes 

THE SECOND ROUND OF THE LARGAHAN 5-COCK 
Derby at Roligon Mega Cockpit starts at 2 p.m. today 
with more than 100 matches on tap. Twenty-nine 
cokers and breeders posted two wins each in Satur- 
day's opening round of the derby that lured 346 en- 
tres. They wil compete on March 18 for the tite. 
Host Rolly Ligon has put up a jackpot prize of P2 mil- 
fion, for an entry fes of oniy P4 40, plusa Toyota 
Vios bonus prize tor the fastest win champion. Mean- 
while, the championship round of National Cockers 
Association (NCA) 7-cock derby blasts off tomorrow 
at the same venue. For inquiries, call 851-2275, 833- 
1638 or 852-9812. Derby sponsors are Lakpue Drug 
Inc. and Thunderbird Enertone, 
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Top seeds romp. 
in Indian Wells ; 


INDIAN WELLS—IT WAS A HOT 
day for the top seeds on a cold, 
windy Sunday at the Pacific Life 
Open. 

The men’s leading trio of Roger 
Federer, Rafael Nadal and Andy 
Roddick all won their opening 
matches, while women's number 
one seed Justine Henin- 
Hardenne, number two Lindsay 
Davenport and number three 
Maria Sharapova also scored vic- 
tories. 

Top-ranked Federer 
fought off Chile's Nicolas 
Massu, 6-3, 7-6, in 
the second round, 
while Nadal posted 


over Paul Goldstein. 

Britain's great teenage’ hope). 
fell, however, Andy Murray losing" 
6-1, 3-6, 6-3, to fifth seed Nikolay. 
Davydenko of Russia. ` .: «s; 

In womens action}. Hefin 
Hardenne advanced, „taking. 
quick work of Tszvetana Pironko- 
va, 62, 62, while Sharapova. * 
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Wade applies 


to cool down Cavs 


NEW YORK—DWYANE WADE HAD 
35 points, nine rebounds and seven 
assists as the Miami Heat rallied to 
beat the Cleveland Cavaliers, 98- 
92, on Sunday in Florida, overshad- 
‘owing another brilliant individual 
effort from LeBron James. 

James poured in a game-high 47 
points, including 20 in the fourth 
quarter, and pulled down seven re- 
bounds but the Cavaliers were un- 
able to hold the lead down the 
stretch suffering their second 
straight defeat after winning four in 


and six boards for Cleveland but was 
the only other Cavalier to hit double 
figures. 

Shaquille O'Neal contributed 18 
points to Miami's cause while Alonzo 
Mourning came off the bench to add 
16 points and eight boards as the red- 
hot Heat registered their 11th win in 
12 games. 

‘Trailing 72-65 entering the final 
quarter, the Heat surged in front be- 
hind a 10-2 run capped by a Gary Pay- 
ton three-pointer to take their first 
lead of the game. 


tarily back in front, the Heat went on. 
another 9-0 run keyed by six points 
from Mourning to take control 84-77. 
Cleveland would get back to within 
92-90 but would not get closer. 
Reuters 

Complete results: Mami 98, Cleveland 92; 
San Antonio 88, Houston 81; Seattle 120, LA 
Lakers 113; Philadelphia 94, Memphis 9i; 
Boston 106, Denver 101; Toronto 93, Indiana 
89; Detroit 94, Charlotte 78; New Jersey, 95, 
New Orleans 84; Portland 111, Phoenix 401; 
Sacramento 85, Dallas 80. AFP 
SOLAR Sports will air the Min- 


a 6-4, 6-4 win over 
Czech Jan Hernych. 

Third seed Roddick 
battled past Argentine 
Jose Acasuso, 7-6, 6-0. 

The 19-year-old Nadal, 
who beat Federer to win the title 
in Dubai in his last tournament, 
struggled with the wind but was 
too consistent for his opponent on 
the day. 

Eighth seed Andre Agassi lost 
control of his temper in the sec- 
ond set but then won the final six 
games in a 6-4, 4-6, 6-2 victory 


ROGER Federer kicks the 
ball after he hit it into the 
net against Nicolas 
Massu. 


arow. 


Zydrunas Ilgauskas had 21 points 


‘After James answered with a three- 
pointer to put the Cavaliers momen- 


Donald eyes majors 


MIAMI—BRITAIN'S LUKE DONALD 
turned his thoughts toward the ma- 
jors after winning his second PGA 
Tour title by two shots at the Honda 
Classic in Palm Beach Gardens, 
Florida on Sunday. “This is a big 
step, it's definitely a step in the right 
direction," the 28-year-old English- 
man told reporters after holding off. 


Australia's Geoff Ogilvy with a three- 
under-par 69 on Mirasol's Sunrise 
Course. "The next goal is to win the 
majors. Do | think can win majors? 
Absolutely. | think | have a great 
‘game for majors. "I'm very steady, 
‘and that's the main reason why | 
think, if keep playing the way l'm. 
playing, ll win." Reuters 


US posts controversial win over Japan 


ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA—ALEX RO- 
driguez came through with the winning 
hit for the United States after Japan ap- 
peared to get the short end of a contro- 
versial call 

Rodriguez hit a bases-loaded, two-out 
single in the ninth Sunday to give Team 
USA a 4-3 victory in the opener of Round 
2in the inaugural World Baseball Classic. 


Vernon Wells opened the ninth with his 
third hit, and Randy Winn sacrificed, but 
reached first when second baseman 
Tsuyoshi Nishioka drew an error for com- 
ing off the base while catching third base- 
man Akinori Iwamura's throw. 

Loser Kyuji Fujikawa threw out Wells 
at third on Michael Young's attempted 
sacrifice, and Derek Jeter was hit by a 


pitch to load the bases. 

Japan appeared to take a 4-3 lead off 
Joe Nathan in the eighth when Iwamura 
flied to left with one out and the bases 
loaded. Nishioka beat Winn's throw 
home, and second base umpire Brian 
Knight ruled safe when Team USA ap- 
pealed the play But plate umpire Bob 
Davidson overruled the call following a 


brief discussion with the other umpires. 

Tr didn't seem Nishioka left early on the 
television replay and Japan manager 
Sadaharu Oh argued to no avail. 

In San Juan, Puerto Rico, Omar 
Vizquel missed a double play opportunity 
and gave up an additional out on a field- 
er's choice, as Cuba beat Venezuela, 7-2. 


nesota-LA Clippers tussle at 11:30 
a.m. today with a replay at 8 p.m. 


Annika starts 
season right £ 


HUIXQUILUCAN, -MEXICO—ANNIKÁ. 
Sorenstam had three birdies on the back 
nine and finished with a 2-under 70 Sun- 
day to win her first LPGA Tour event of 
the year by one stroke at the MasterCard. 
Classic. : 

The top-ranked female golfer, who al: 
so won this tournament a year ago, was 
at even par and tied for the lead after the 
first nine holes. But she reeled off three 
birdies in four holes to take the tourna-, 
‘ment with an 8-under 208 total 

On the 18th hole, the Swede missed a, 
short putt for par, but tapped in to take 
the victory It was the 21st time the 35- 
year-old Sorenstam has successfully de- 
fended a tournament ttl. 

Last year, Sorenstam also won in Mex-, | 
icotostart her season. 
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Gorres’ Thai foe due today 


THAILAND'S WAENPETCH CHUWATANA AR- 
rives tonight in Cebu for his date with Mandaue's 
Z "The Dream” Gorres for the vacant Oriental 
and Pacific Boxing Federation super flyweight ti- 
the this Saturday at the Mandaue City Sports and 
Cultural Complex. 

‘The Bangkok-based Chuwatana, the former 
OPBF titleholder, arrives on PAL flight PR 855 
‘with Thai judge Pinit Prayadsab, his trainer and 
his manager. 

* Gorres and Chuwatana are set to meet for the 
first time when they appear with international 


promoter Sammy Gello-ani at the SCOOP Forum. 
hosted by Bobby Inoferio starting at 11:30 a.m. 
“Thursday at the Baseline Restaurant in Cebu City. 

‘The two protagonists will answer queries from 
the media in the forum sponsored by Penrex. 

In other fights, WBO Asia Pacific super feather- 
weight champ Czar Amonsot battles Thai Dechco 
Bankluaygym, AJ Banal goes up against another 
Thai, Dechapol Bankluaygym, Rocky 
Fuentes of the ALA stable tangles with Wakee 
Salud-protege Jojo Bardon for the vacant RP fiy- 
weighttite. Salven L. Lagumbay, contributor 


DBP Development Bank of the Philippines 


INVITATION TO BID 


koi e Pg ce sae hol 28,2006 010 m Sut, Fo, DO Hast Oes. Sen GI Pc. 


‘he Deca 
Mate na Capi e» fonna popets on CASH DASS. 


[[eovewa.[——Descriprion  [ARERGemi| 


[ur] T messa] 


ELESE 

METRO MANILA. 

[^ m ed a 
OCT NS JE M 

psano Büro (ICT o NS wate y. 2000 

[rd 


mo 
wet 


m 


m 
Seti 


ite ese tn Ej 
Tto Litus 

Result 2179 b, » 
Rosa esa er E] 
Recreate tt, 

Ti nemen 
Sees iC ne 26007, 

pe 


TET sen wp 
[ed 


P 
Tres Tampa Y zs 
aet (reat 2080) 
set ict we L2] 
set t CT Na 2000 
Foes B ICT na TZ 
web tr Na 12207 
owe kt (ET No LZA 
[PE 


peu ICT 11008, 
Sido viri so se 
Resaesata (TCT No. Ttg 


uem rem 
puri ed 
VECES 
r 
Seea 


ipschesgeduse (CMa Tan, zum 
Hearn 
p ETT 
lng vocet E 
Tcr ruso vt 
pell 


Masesa ITI VIT) 


Ress TC o vsmon vé 
cry tag. t1 codem 
esum [icr ho Tomis 


ie nd TET o 70865 
ese oh TT No RD 
owe agi TE a TSEN 


set Cro TOR 
[opi] 
Need ia (11 t 3509 
owe eft No Yn. 
pere] 
Moet {fT ne 10108) 
aset (Ta noon 
[md 


Hane TT Re nana) 
aset in (TET Na EUAN 
Maza a (The TE 


Mae k ICT No ERE) 
ae ia INS ARTI 


— 
dasa (ICT No 91662) w gs. ipe 
Adentro ms 
pomi] 
nimc 
[xri 
Leia 
perros 


sega CT NT 
Maase CTS 67 


scat (CT NTS 


nse ia TN taran 
poda 
pen] 
Wasabi TT No 388) 
ewe TET No Lo 
penu] 
Wana t (ICT a T s 
inset ICT Na ut 


ese TT Ho rezan 
ei [ICT No 37) 

Eee Jen mo a 

feuis i (ICI o 480 wi 
soma (CT a Lr wi 0G 
rsen 2000 wp 
Fess TC o Ta) wep 


Bas 55555855 


‘se Sa TT Ho rena 
owe TET Ne Enn 
Nowe ia (ICT Na Fa 
Taze (Tn 1-138922) 
[orit] 
Pine it Kh 2) 
aset (TT o Mor 
ewe w [1C Na. Ln 
Nese bk Ra FT 
apesta mas (CT M2209) LN 
rece Lm 
Sie sey, aae sts, 
[pore 
 QIUENTAL ImINDORO. 
BB ge ana (ICT o. VIO 1) 34 
po 
D o ic ram Ta 
TRUE T 20O AT 2 wa 
mwina Matin T 
Quezon 
Anon 
rue 
Auct 
RIZAL 
L DET 22359 
SAT ern 
esatta (1 ha G2 3T 
Komscemiertcl esas) ae 


sa TCT 24 
Viem Cr a 


a 
pd E 


um 
ES monss 
RES mamusi = 
cues - 


goes (TT MM EI 


perum 

Tiam (CT M UR 

[rr 
prr 
Er 
Ep 
LE 


gore TCT 80) 


nce w 
ipei 
em Sana in 
Ses 
[Inr 
E Ty 
a m M 
umm tn 
CUT 
arene 
=a 
"— 


m 
pro 


m 
moens 


Mg drin Ses See 
dongs Somit s 
prac] P numos 
perd 

manam 


c 
p 


m 


manm 
isan 


d 


epee cnet mes 
E pe 
rn 
[Ed 
d Ba Paa Cui 
fi a8 Lm Comp Pet 14. Son Re S Ten 
1a 11980 amie lees St 
oy ny upa y 
yng Tt stg 
Taiko, elon ses 
pr 
(ot. B Tem Now Yok Ata Ss. 

es, abd d Meee 


vom 


tnum 
kort 


ammo 


ET 
peti 
nama 


mmo 
Er] 
E] 
Tasow 
E] 


E 
Ex] 
Er 
Er 
Eet 
E] 
museo 
Euri 
pj 
Er 
Er] 


mue 
mm 


um 
E 
emnt Ser 
By Bote Cor e 
pa 

tat oe ong ge Pun 
uem  e 
SE 

s 

EE 

— 
mae—— 
"— ee OY 
— 


Mises By raga Quay 
Pra! Gri Sena Sd Paap Cy 


Ses Compan Org fena. Cuna Rl 
a Compa Capa EDSA. Bonon, Qna 


TO Tonnes me pope o dromae tex eal conden t bdo: 


E 


Sonal lam mti e IO pee ve a Por DBP Mod Ox dam oca ed 


1 Timme otav seeped onee sedge cnet Ie taa slaa be pter tomi nd codo maya buit 


imet. 


OBP TUE SERYES ME ROI ORE ECT NAY ORNL BS TO WASE Me FORING TY TH EER, ORO ACCEPT SUCH BIDS ASMAY BE CONSOERED 


MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO PME BANK. THE DECSION GF 


ts FM AND BONE 


erigi goa cote ans: 2 WA) 7720 8 ST cat HAST or Cade uh ASIN NSC 


Situ soni cud 


JeserunuctutiperasrutiT 


Republi the Prince 
ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Piar Street, Zamboanga Ciy 


‘SECTION 1. INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


BriefDescription ofGoods: LOTS: Chemicals for Water Analysis 
LOTZ: PVC Pipes and Fittings 
LOTS: Brass and Cast iron Fittings 
LOTA: Water Mater sizo V" Ø 


The ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT, through is ntemaly generated funds 
intend io apply the sum of the folowing: Lot 1: P 20000000, Lot 2: P 1.273.145 00, 
LOT 3:P693.220.00, LOT 4: 375,000.00 being the Approved Budget forthe Contract 
(ABC) to payments under ZCWD Purchase Requiston Nos. 8722. 8866. 8887. 8877, 
15886. 8663, 8879, 8867 & 8888. Bids recewed in excess of the ABC shall be 
‘automatically rejected at Bid Opening. 

The ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT now invites sealed bids from eligible 
cers for ihe supplydelvery of Chemicals, PVC Pipes & Filings, Brass, Cast ron 
Faings and Water Meter Detvery of GOODS is requred by Forty-Five (45) Calendar. 
Days upon the recept of Purchase Order except for Lot 1 ihat requires ine delvery of 
goods by Three Months upon he receipt of Purchase Order. The description of an 
elg Bidder is contained in Section Ilo he Bidding Documents, B. 


‘Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using nor- 
posutad oriona as spectied in ine Implementing Rules & Reguistons 

Pata (RR Ajo! Republic Act 9184 (RA 9184], otherwise own as he Goverment 
Procurement Reform Act and is restricted to organizations wih at least sy percent 
{Go%) interes or outstanding captalslock belonging ioctizens ofthe Phikppines, as 
Specited in Republe Act 5183 (RA. 5183). Only Bids rom Bidders who pass the 

check wä be opened. The process ofthe Eigbity check is described in 
‘Secton cl the Bidding Documents (TB. The bidder wah lowes calculated bid (LCB) 
shall be advance to the post qualficaion stage in order to finaly determine is 
Tesponsivenass to the technical and financial requirements f he projet. The contract 
She hen awarded othe Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who 
‘was determined as such duning the post qualiieation procedure. 
Irterosted Bidders may obi further formation from the ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER 
DISTRICT and inspect the Bidding documents a the address given below during 
‘fice hours (8:00-5:00 pm), 
A complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested bidders from 
the adress below and upon paymert of a ron-elundabie fee inthe following amount: 
Lot 1 P 500.00, Lot 2- P 1,000.00, Lot 3-P 600.00 & Lot 4: P500 00. The methods of 
‘payment wd ether be tru cash. Certified Check or Cashiers Check any. The bidding 
Sotoments shal be recoived personaly by the prospective Bidder or his authorized 
fepreserialve. issuance of Bid Documents wil be on March 13 to 17, 2006. Aer 
{hese dates the BAC Secretanat wil no longer issue Bid Documents. 
‘The ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT wil hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to 
allirieresed paries on March 21, 2006 a 200 pur. st his address: 

2nd Floor ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT Main Office Building 
Plur Street, Zamboanga Ciy 

Bids and ebay requirements must be delivered to he address below at or before 
200 pm. March 8, 2006. Al bids must be accompanied by a bid securty in the torm 
cad cotfied check or casters check ond in the folowing amount Lot 1: P2000. 
LLZ P1273145, Lot 3: PE.912.20 and Lot 4: P3,750, Late bids shal not be accepted. 
Bid Opening shali be on March 28, 2006at the 2nd Floor. ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER 
DISTRICT Man Otice Buling. Plar St. Zamboanga Ciy. Bids wil be opened inthe 
presence o tne Bidders representative's wno choose to alend at the address below. 
The ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT reserves the tight to accept or reject 
any Bid, and to ann the bidding process and reject ail Bids ai any me or prior to 
Corte! award, winot thereby cure any labitylo the flected Bidder or Bidders. 
ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Mr. Noel M. Kawaguchi 
Pilar St, Zamboanga City 7000 
‘Telephone No. (062) 951-1556 Fax: (062) 991-2799 
Website: ewdcjedlink.com.ph 


(S96) ARNULFO A. ALFONSO 


(Postar 14, 2008) BAC i Chairman 


KE Repubic of the Phiippines 
@ ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Piar St, Zamboanga City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Zamboanga City Water District through its Bids and Awards 
Commitee li (BAC I), invites contractors registered with and classified 
by the Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) to apply 
{or Eigibity and if found eligible, to bid for the hereunder project 


Name of the Project : Lot 1: Tulungatung II Production Well, Lot 2: 

Covarrubias Ore Divisona Production Well & Lot 
3: Lumiyap Divisoria Production Well 
Lot 1: Tulungatung Resettlement Area, Bray. Tulungatung, 
Lot 2: Covarrubias Drive, Brgy. Divisoria & Lot 3: Lumiyap 
Road, Brgy. Divisoria Supply, Installation & Construction of 
3 Phase Primary Transmission Line Extension. 
Approved Budget for Contract (ABC) : Lot 1: ABC: P918.822.00. 

Lot 2: ABC: P545.247.00 & 
Lot 3: ABC: P932.166.00 

Coniract Duration : Fourty-Five Calendar Days (45 C.D.) 
Prospective Contractors shall possess a valid PCAB License, had 
undertaken a similar project with an amount of 50% of the proposed 
project for the bidding, and have key personnel and equipment owned, 
leased, or under purchase available for prosecution of the project. The 
List of minimum equipment requirement is indicated in the Eligibility 
Forms. The BAC shall use a non-discretionary pass/fail criteria in the 
Egibilty Checking/Screening as well as in the Preliminary Examinations 
of Bids. Post-qualiication of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 
All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, 
Performance Securty. Pre-Bidding Conferences shall be governed by the 
pertinent provisions of R.A 9184 and its implementing Rules and 
Regulations (IRR). 
The complete activities are listed 


BAC ACTIVITIES 

"Submission of Letter of intent (LOI) 
including spolcaton for Ekgibity 
Issuance of Exgbliy Forms 

‘Submission of Ekibáty Requirements 
‘Submession of Results of Eigibity Check. 
Issuance of Bid Documents 

Pre-Bid Conference ‘Apt 10, 2006 
‘Submission and Opening of Bids Apri 24, 2006 
The Eligibility Forms will be available at the 3rd Fir., Zamboanga City 
Waler District. Piar St, Zamboanga City, upon their submission of Letter 
of intent, and upon payment of a non-refundabie amount by the folowing 
lots. 

Bid Documents will be available only to Eligible Bidders upon payment 
of a non-refundable amount by the following lols: Lot 1: P9,000.00, Lot 
2: P5.000.00 & Lot 3: P8,000.00 to the Zamboanga City Water District 
Cashier. 

The Zamboanga City Water District assumes no responsibility 


whatsoever to compensate or mdemnify bidder for any expenses incurred 
"n the preparation of their bids 


Location. 


Scho 
March 15 to March 21, 2006 


March 15 to March 21, 2008 
March 22 to 24, 2008. 
March 27 to 31, 2008 

Apri 3167, 2008. 


(Sgd.) ALEJO S. ROJAS, JR. 
BAC Il Charman 


| Catameo, 


Dizon big 
off-road 
winners 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—BOY CATAMEO 
of Tanay, Rizal, and Noel Dizon of Angeles 
City exploited their mastery of the terrain 
Sunday to capture top honors in the 2nd 
Balayong Festival MP Turbo-Puerto Prince- 
sa 4x4 Challenge and Motorbikes Speed- 
festat the Sta. Monica Raceway here. 

Catameo drew raves from about 3,000 specta- 
tors as he posted the fastest time of 1 minute 
43.38 seconds to emerge the 4x4 Extreme cham- 
pion over Britains Aki Aslam, who finished 1.98 
seconds behind. 

Dizon was third in the Extreme Challenge with 
a time of 2:39.83, but the former Luzon 4x4 Fed- 
eration champion already had his share of the 
limelight by dominating three events—6-Cylin- 
ders, 4 Cylinders and Production 33. 

He clocked 2:07.70 to rule the 6-Cylinders 
dass over Aslam and Catameo. Then he posted a 
faster time of 1:55.20 to win the 4-Cylinders 
sion over Palawefio John Andrew Russel and Flo- 
rencio"Parcon" Fidel. 

Dizon wrapped up his third tide with the 
fastest time of 2:04.59 in the Production 33 class 
‘over Russel and Fidel. 

Russel emerged the top local performer when. 
he copped the Novice Open crown with a time of 
1:54.05. Nestor Guinto was second (2:06.32) 
and Fidel third (2:11.16). 

Guinto shared honors with Bel Basaya in the 
Enduro Open dass of the motorbike event. Guin- 
to ruled the first day with a best time of 1:28.54, 
but Basaya bounced back the next day with a 
faster run of 1:25.59. 

Mandy Masculino, Puerto Princesa finest mo- 
to rider, ruled both the Enduro Novice races over 
"Windell Mangahas and Bong Villanueva. 

Dexter Tang and Fidel wound up fourth and 
fifth in the Extreme event over a muddy slippery 
track that became even more tricky on the second 
day due to a heavy downpour. 

"The event will be shown on Speed TV over 
‘ABC'S with replays on Prime Channel and inter- 
national viewing through the Pinoy TV of ABS- 
CBN Global Network. 

Mike Potenciano, president of the organizing 
MP Turbo, expressed his gratitude for the all-out 
support of Puerto Princesa City Mayor Edward 
Hagedom, Oplan head Ellen Hagedorn, city ad- 
ministrator Augustin Rocamora, Councilor Mark 
Hagedom, city sports head Noli Hitosis, Clink 
Hagedorn and motocross legend Butch Chase. 


Cabuyao holds Fiesta Derby 
ACASH POT OF P150,000 IS AT STAKE IN THE 3- 
‘cock Fiesta Derby hosted by the Laguna Cockers and 
Breeders Association (LCBA) today at the Cabuyao 
Coliseum in Cabuyao, Laguna. Entry fee is P4,400 in 
the derby held in cooperation with Thunderbird Plat- 
inum. The handle’ prize is P15,000, while the top 
gaffer gets P10,000. Weight limits are from 1.8 kilo- 
grams to 2.4 kg. The event is promoted by Casa De 
Gallos. For inquiries, call 0916-2852585, 092- 
82830844 or 0917-5013085. 
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Paslrit (4), Ocean 
Dignity (5), Sweet 
BY TOP CHOICE 


Serenade (8) 
Spoiler (7) 

Race 2—(Pen- 
aT) La Perouse (2), Brutus (5), Alexis 
Princess (8), Mischievous (3), Twiggy's Charm 


[)] 

Race 3—(Super S/OrV/Ti} Rebecca's Magie (2), 
Manhattan (10), Run Like D'Wind/uncie Buck 
(12), Sutter's Quest (8), Please Don't Stop )6), 
Smile of The Wind (11) 

Race 4— (ti) Mandalay Bay (3), La Espanola (2), 
Mucho Macho (5) 

Race 5-—(Or/Ir Opening Siatement (3), Balwarte (7), 
‘Starons Cookienger Candy (6), Bul Rider (4 
Race 6—{Penta/Tn)—Road Runner (8), Scarlet Velvet 
(6), Courage Heart (4), Vhinggot (1), She Boom 

D 


(3) 

Race 7—{PentaTH}—Oonan Cookie (6), Tribeca (3), Be- 
‘same Mucho (1), Southem Prince (2). Terminator (9) 

Race 8—(Or/Tri}—Miss Vicky (2), Guest House (3), 
Long Hitter (6), Strong Jays (5) 

Race 9—(Supor G/ürv'ri Real Tough (4), Key Ele- 
mont (5), Reporter (7), Friendly Venture (13), 
Golden Harry (3), Odyssey (14). 
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OF ONE MIND. Richard Gutierrez and Lily Monteverde listen 


896-6000 
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intently as Ruffa discusses the project. 
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THE LAST HOLIDAY 


Catch the Cineplex Special 
‘Get a Mini Shabu-Shabu Cash Certificate worth P 100.00 
for every single purchase of two (2) tickets of any movie 
at the Shang Cineplex. 
Promo Perlod : Feb 15 to Mar 15, 2006. See Posters For Detalls 
Per OTLNGR Permit Number A3-0166, Series of 2006. 
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Stars out to help 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 

[44 HIS IS A GREAT WAY 
to raise industry peo- 

ples awareness of 

what's happening in Leyte. If Hol- 

lywood can do it for victims of Hur- 

ricane Katrina, we can do it, too.” 

Actress-beauty queen Ruffa Gutierrez 
recently discussed with a group of enter- 
tainment writers her fund-raising project 
for survivors of the recent killer mudslide 
in St. Bernard town, Southern Leyte. 

On Feb. 17, thousands in the village of 
Guinsaugon were buried when tons of 
mud and rocks streamed down the moun- 
tain after weeks of rain. The mudslide 
swallowed the whole of Guinsaugon, in- 


Rockwell Center, Makati 
eeeeeeee 
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pm. 


TITULUM 
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Ruffa Gutierrez sets 
up one-day ‘tiangge’ 
to raise money for 
victims of Leyte 
landslide 


cluding a schoolhouse filled with 
children. 

Ruffa announced that she has the 
support of colleagues for “Celebrity 
Tiangge for Leyte,” set on March 18, 

10 pun, at Trade Hall A of Market! 
Market! in Taguig City. 

According to the actress, each 
celebrity will pay a minimum of 
P5,000 for one booth where they can 
sell their stuff, while shoppers will pay a 

STARS/A22 


Sie : 
Migorous 
prx: Im 
3: Fearless t Tiger 
4: Under Renovation 2:16 Bloc! 

16 Blocks 3: 

"EG 1 4: Feariess 
Everyday Family Doy at StorMalls! 
Lf Tet edi Co ny Fi Un ei Bova Lin Sore 
soos eos Bt E] og tip Ces boas 
safe rael i io 2n |: 
eset sets ici flr Gor aes à 29 Soe 


3 A 


Fulfilling. 


UE 
ere] 


Long ago after a great battle, the Warriors of Hunan celebrated their victory by 
making a dish to honor their fiery spirit and bravery. They selected the juiciest and 
‘most tender beef; and sliced it to perfec rhe moist meat was dipped in the secret 
Hunan spicy sauce. This perfect blend of favors was called the Fiery Beef of Hunan. 

elighied by the fare, the men kept the secrets of the spiced treat in a legendary bowl. 
For centuries, men searched for this scrumptious meal, long hidden in the Bowl of 
Endless Delight, now known as the Super Bowl of China. 
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MARCH 18, 2006 
‘SATURDAY 


PODIUM 
KETETAN 
16 BLOCKS 
01:20 FS / 01:50 MF 104:10 
06:30 0020 LFS 
09:00 LMF | 1048 END 


YOURS, MINE & OURS 


02:30 FS / 03:00 MF / 05:00 
070070830 LFS 
09.00 LMF / 10:30 END 


SMMEGROINEMA — — 
116 BLOCKS 
12:3868.1 120 MF. | 03:00 
6520 07:40 1 09:30LFS7 
76:00 LME / 11:50 END 
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i casanova 

BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
Il'UNDERCLASS MAN 
| FEARLESS 
I FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
I LAST HOLIDAY 
ïcLose TO YOU 


SM CITY NORTH EDSA 
1CASANOVA 
146 BLOCKS 
THE DARK 


! RESERVED. 
5 tasr HoLIDAY/ CLOSE TO You 


$ YOURS, MINE & OURS 
? FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
: FEARLESS 


.. SM CITY BASMARINAS 
LFEARLESS 


1/16 BLOCKS 
JiYOURS, MINE & OURS} 
t SYRIANA 


vm. SHA GITY BAGUIO 
iFIREWALL 
UAEON FLUX 
J FEARLESS 
! YOURS, MINE & OURS 
-a SM CITY MARILAO, 
BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
FEARLESS 
CLOSE TO vou 
INDERCLASS MAN 
<- SM CITY BATANGAS 
1ÌPINK PANTHER 
licLose To vou 
J BLOODRAYNE 
UMUNICH 


masae SA CITY CEDU.. ~ 
1i MEMOIRS OF GEISHA 


11:30F8 / 02:00 / 04:30 
0700/0924 LFS 
09:30 LMP / 11:50 END 


1 FEARLESS 


7:30. 

09:30 LMF/ 
j| 16 BLOCKS 

7.30108 

0930 LMF 1 
{| YOURS, MINE & OURS: 
5ST. ANGE 
5. NASAAN SI FRANCIS 
1: CLOSE TO YOU 
1 AEON FLUX 


SM MANILA 
CINEMA 4 


METRO MANILA 

«c. SM CITY ERIRMIEE 
ELAST HOLIDAY 
1 MEMOIRS OF GEISHA 
J| YOURS, MINE & OURS 
FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
S FEARLESS 
E UNDERCLASS MAN 
1:16 BLOCKS 
If. CLOSE TO vou 
?THE DARK 
BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
fx WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU] 
TAEON FLUX 


SM CITY STA. MESA 
1:16 BLOCKS 
]|THE DARK 
J CASANOVA 
|) FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
$ FEARLESS 
IG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
7. YOURS, MINE & OURS 
#LAST HOLIDAY 
3icLosE TO YOU 
{| UNDERCLASS MAN 
2 SNOHYBICUTMN 
1j16 BLOCKS 
1 UNDERCLASS MAN 
J YOURS, MINE & OURS| 
4 FEARLESS 
SM CITY SAN LAZARO 
1,16 BLOCKS 


FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
jTHE DARK 
l| FEARLESS/CLOSE TO You| 
CASANOVA 
YOURS, MINE & OURS 


RIMAZLARGE, 
EVENTS 


‘SM CITY MANILA 
116 BLOCKS 
'ASANOVA 
}BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
INAL DESTINATION 3 
5 YOURS, MINE & OURS 
j FEARLESS 
)UNDERCLASS MAN 
AST HOLIDAY/ 
Jiuenorns OF GEISHA 
?cLose ro YOU 
JPRIDE AND PREJUDICE 
‘THE DARK 
!TIGER BLADE 
SM CITY SOUTAMALL 
116 BLOCKS 
iicLost TO YOU 
} FEARLESS 
CASANOVA 
jLAST HOLIDAY 
sUNDERCLASS MAN 
TYOURS, MINE & OURS 
JFINAL DESTINATION 3| 
JTHE DARK 
{RESERVED 


SM SUPERCENTER VALENZUELA 
{FINAL DESTINATION 3| 

FEARLESS 

J YOURS, MINE & OURS 
CLOSE To vou 

~ SH CITY SUCRT.... 

1iYOURS, MINE & OURS| 
1 FEARLESS 

1.16 BLOCKS 


4: CLOSE TO YOU 


Now Showing at SM Cinemas 


STHOLIDAY 


Walch QUEEN LATIFAH on how she fuliled the possibilities when 
‘she thought she only had three weeks... olive he rest of her le 


SM CITY BACOOR 
UNDERCLASS MAN 
BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
j16 BLOCKS 
{FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
$FEARLESS 
{CLOSE TO YOU 
THE DARK 
YOURS, MINE & OURS 


SM CITY STA. ROSA... 
CLOSE TO YOU 
YOURS, MINE & OURS 
JFINAL DESTINATION 3 
{FEARLESS 


VISAYAS 
MINDANAO 


asr MONY NONO ..... 
YOURS, MINE & OUR 
| RESERVED 

BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
| FEARLESS 

5| CLOSE ro YOU 

ü NEW WORLD 
JRESERVED. 

Ë MEMOIRS OF GEISHA 


[ . SMCITY PAMPANGA -| 
| FEARLESS 

) YOURS, MINE & OURS 
},FINAL DESTINATION 3 
{PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 
SWALK THE LINE 
SCLOSE TO vou 


‘SM CITY LUCENA, 
1 PINK PANTHER 
1 CLOSE ro YOU 
J [UNDERWORLD 
4 NEW WORLD 

„SM CITY MOLINO.. 

LFINAL DESTINATION 3| 
1 FEARLESS 
JUNDERCLASS MAN 
4'16 BLOCKS 


SM GITY DAVAO . ~ 


P FIREWALL 
1} CRASH 

} CLOSE TO YOU 

4 FEARLESS 

5 YOURS, MINE & OURS 
$ AEON FLUX 

SM GIY GAGRYAN 
WALK THE LINE 
lrEARLESS 

J AEON FLUX 

! FIREWALL. 


SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


EXCLUSIVE 


Come and visie the 


rrou rar rronuc 


FEARLESS 


Ave 
EXHIBIT 


GALLERIA 


4 CASANOVAs THX 
1240 300 520 740 1000 


"~, CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIESISCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


eie 


6 YOURS, MINE AND OURS 
1115 120 325 530 735 945 


2 DATE MOVIE 
1115 1:20 325 590 735 945 


7 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
190 420 7:10 1000 


316 BLOCKS 
1230 250 510 730 950 


8 UNDERCLASS MAN 
100 $10 520 730 940 


4 KEYS TO THE HOUSE 
1240 300 520 740 1000 


9 THE DARK 


110 320 590 740 950 


5 LAST HOLIDAY / 
1200 290 500 730 1000 


ERMITA 


416 BLOCKS 


40 FEARLESS 
1230 250 510 730 850 


5 536780910 12 


1230 250 510 730 950 


2 YOURS, MINE AND OURS 
1200 200 400 800 800 950 


5 LAST HOLIDAY 
1200 230 500 730 1000 


3 UNDERCLASS MAN 
1200 200 400 6.00 800 1000 


6 YOURS, MINE AND OURS 
1230 250 510 730 9:60 


4THE DARK 
1230 250 510 730 950 


METRO EAST 


1LAST HOLIDAY 
105 345 825 905 


7 FEARLESS 
1230 250 510 730 1000 
682.8193 «882.8199 


5 FEARLESS 
1215 225 435 645 900 


2 CASANOVA 
1215 225 435 645 900 


6 YOURS, MINE AND OURS 
1145 205 425 845 905 


3 DATE MOVIE 
noo 100 305 510 T15 915 


716 BLOCKS 
1005 t35 405 635 905 


4UNDERCLASS MAN 
1240 245 450 655 900 


1 YOURS, MINE AND OURS 
2 DATE MOVIE 
3 CASANOVA 


4 BLOODRAYNE 
2 DATE MOVIE 
3 RESERVE 

4 RESERVE 


GITISQUARE MALABON 22575 PIONEER 


8 THE DARK 
180 210 430 850 910 


NOVALICHES 8353231 /836-3229-30 


4 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
546 BLOCKS 
6 UNDERCLASS MAN 


687-5378 
116 BLOCKS 
2 YOURS, MINE AND OURS 


3 DATE MOVIE 
ATHE DARK 


Robinsons Movieworld 


GALLERIA 


A FATHER AND SON LOVE STORY EVERY 


STA. ROSA 


4 FINAL DESTINATION 3 
2 MURDER 
3YOURS, MINE AND OURS 
4 DATE MOVIE 
5 FEARLESS 
(046) 822125 


DASMARINAS 5115: 


1 YOURS, MINE AND OURS 
2 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 
3 SYRIANA 

4 NASAAN SI FRANCIS? 

5 16 BLOCKS 


(049) 837-0907 


[TIENE 
[Eu 

4 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 

2 YOURS, MINE AND OURS 

3 DATE MOVIE 

416 BLOCKS 


BACOLOD. porre 
41AEON FLUX 

2 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 

3 UNDERWORLD 2 

4 FEARLESS 

5 YOURS, MINE AND OURS 

6 NASAAN SI FRANCIS? 


MOTHER WOULD DIE FOR. 


(Sy 51-004 
LIPAS 7. sium 
4 FEARLESS 

2 NASAAN SI FRANCIS 

3 PINK PANTHER 

4NEW WORLD 


ANGELES 


4 BLOODRAYNE 

2 DATE MOVIE 

3 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
4YOURS, MINE AND OURS 


STARMILLS (232582 


(045) 961-5270 


4 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 
2 YOURS, MINE AND OURS 
3 DATE MOVIE 

4 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
5 FEARLESS 

6 FINAL DESTINATION 3 


ILOILO (053) 336-8070 


4 FEARLESS 

2 NASAAN SI FRANCIS? 

3 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 
AYOURS, MINE AND OURS 
5 MURDER 

6 NEW WORLD 


(045) 892-2348. 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 


DONITA Rose 


Stars 
out 
to help 


From page A2 


P300 entrance fee. 
“le's up to the artists 
if they want to pay 
more than 
P5,000... or donate 
everything they 
earned to the 
cause." 

Unsold items will 
be auctioned off on 
eBay the online 
American auction 
site, said Ruffa. 

Proceeds will be 
handed over to the 
Philippine National 
Red Cross, United 
Nations Children's 
Fund (Unicef) and 
the Shining Light 
Founda- 
tion—which will 
take charge of the 
distribution of 
goods in Leyte. 


First plan 
Ruffa said she ini- 
tially planned a 
simple garage sale 
to dispose of her old 
clothes and shoes. 
“I had collected five 
suitcases of clothes 
which I hoped to 
sell—when the 
Leyte tragedy hap- 
pened,” Ruffa re- 
called. “I changed 
my plan to this." 
She added: "Tito 
Boy [Abunda] and 
Dawn [Zulueta] 
said they would 
have a joint booth. 
Tito Boy will sell 
some of his funky 
blazers and vintage 
belts; Dawn, her 
soaps and custom- 
made accessories.’ 
“I said yes [to the 
project] imme 
ately,” said model- 
TV host Phoemela 
Baranda. "I plan to 
sell clothes from 
some of my model- 
ingjobs." 
Actress 
Evangelista 
she will sell 
shoes and bags. 
Aside from do- 
mating her stuff, 
MTV video jock 
Donita Rose will al- 
so co-host the event 
with Ruffa and her 
brother Raymond. 
Geneva Cruz and 
Jay-R have agreed 
to perform, said 
Ruffa. 


Confident 

Movie producer 
Lily Monteverde al- 
so pledged support. 

"Im ^ confident 
that from this will 
spring forth a lot of 
similar projects," 
said Angeli Pangili- 
nan, talent manag- 
er 

Other celebrities 
who will partici- 
pate are: Sharon 
Cuneta, Pops Fer- 
nandez, Gary Valen- 
ciano, Loren Legar- 
da, Kuh Ledesma, 
Richard and Lucy 
Gomez, German 
Moreno, Gretchen 
Barretto, Albert 


Heart 
said 
her 


Got Special discounts ic volume purchases! 


j and Liezl Martinez, 
—— ——— si 


Geneva Cruz, Jay- 

R, Arnell Ignacio, 

Vina Morales, Ricky 

Reyes and Eddie 

and Annabel 
B Gutierrez. 


Actual props and costumes used in the movie 
are now on display at 
SM City Manila Cinema lobby 
to March 14 


NOW SHOWING 
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BYBILLAMEND A. LIPIN 


nm 


BY JESS ABRERA 


WF YOU BITE A 
SAWBREAKER 
AND IT BREAKS 
YOUR JAW, CAN You 


AND IF IT DOESN'T BREAK 
YOUR AM, CAN YOU SUE 
THEM FoR FALSE 


AND To THNK 
SOME PARENTS. 
ACTUALLY WANT 
THER KIDS TO 
BE LAWYERS. 


AND WHAT 
ABoUT LFE 
‘SAVERS. 
SUPPOSE 
YOU ATE ONE 
Went You 


ADVERTISING? 
‘SUE THE CANDY x 
COMPANY ANYWAY? 


s 


PUGAD BABOY 


WHY YES, TRADITIONALLY = 

MARCH, IS KNOWN AS Nea args NA 
THE "WINDY" MONTH uro tora 

Credit Sa card ratin? 


mila makita uino 
malit ra letra: 
E kaso moa 
Se Dea 
Veplonaot dan. 
Biba ream md. 
E 


ang moa tumá - 
Tawba @ malabo 


BABY BLUES 
[How nS $200. TboNM 206? 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


T£ ONLY Tunes £ PANEER 
EE RANING LAIGRING BND 
tiis COOKIES Hr LNCHTIE. 


=, 


PRETT? SOON, MOOCH, A 
FAMILY WILL BE MOVING 
BACK INTO THAT. 


THEY'RE 
GOING To 
NEED AN 
ADDITION. 


( : 
TE 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


ATOMO AND WEBOY DIVINE COMEDY 


To eFFecTiveL Blak] 
OUT GARBAGE FROM 
ONE'S HEAD ONE 
SHOULD DISCARD, 
THe usetess. 


Dearest Lord, 

Kung pwede sana na magpakita Kayo ng “signs” sa mga Pilipino na ako nga ang 
pis Nyo. Mas maganda kung "ate-Exodut" na mga signs para mas maganda ang 
‘effect a! mas convincing ang dating. Meron akong tallong suggestions: 

1) Gumawa kayo ng ‘burning bush" sa harap ng building ng Senado. 

Nagsawa na kasi ako sa sinusunog na effigy ng imahe ko 
2) Magpadala Kayo ng bagyo tuwing magro-rally ang grupo ni Teddy Casino. 

3) Magkaroon sana ng pigsa sa singit ang mga sundalo na may balak mag-coup. 


Now it says on Pace 
25 tHAt to eFFectivelt! 
Look iNWARD,eNE MUST 
BLock OUT GARBAGE, 


Fwesoy it SANS Here 
THAt to eFFecTiVeLM 
FIND oNe'S TRUE SELF, 
ONe MUST LEARN to 


Look inwaro. 2f] 


Desperately seeking for Your immediate divine intervention, 


Your Anointed one, 
Ate Glo 


PS. Patungkol sa bagyo. mas maganda kung signal No. 3. 


MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


DAHIL HALS BUONG ARAW 
AKONG NASA COMPUTER, 


WAGE IMBENTO AFONG 


0,01 BA? NAKA 
EXERCISE NA VO, 


BAT ANG 
TARA MO 


= HINO NAMAN 
KASI Ako NAG 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're broad-minded and tolerant. You see the big picture. You're also kind and affectionate. 
You like your independence, yet you value family. You constantly examine your mind, your principles and your posi- 


NAKA TRABAHO PAL — PA RIN? 


STATIONARY BIKE NA PEPEDAL E! 


OFACE CHAIR DIN! 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Parents must 


tion on things. You understand that a simple truth has many sides. Increased solitude will help you learn something 
important this year. 
ARIES (March 21 to 
€ April 19): Even though 
things are testy at work 
stand to benefit from 
others. People are encouraging and 
generousto you. 
today. The Full Moon 
has everyone go- 
However, discussions with partners 
and close friends are heartwarming 
and reassuring. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Todays Full 
Moon creates tension 
Between you and an au- 
thority figure. Just 
polite. This tension goes away 
quickly. Actually, bosses are well-dis- 
posed to you today! 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Travel plans, 
higher education, pub- 
lishing and the media 


Took fabulous today. At 

fe, things mig haves 
few glitches, but in the long run, 
they work out very wel 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Disputes about 
shared possessions or 
Ownership are likely. 


Ü However, if you remain. 


rient and friendly, you'll get a 


us or a gift for your home or a 
family member! 


BY DANIELSHELTON 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Today's Foll 

tl Moon is in your sign, 
and this can create ten- 


sion with others. You're 
not sure whom to put first—yourself 
or them? (Be generous to others, be- 
‘cause they will be generous to you.) 


2 KNOW YOUVE 
HAD YOUR. 
DIFFERENCES- 

BUT DONT YOU 
THINK YOURE, 
AWFÜLLY QUICK 


30 IWE 
HERE! 


‘SHES HIGHLIGHTED AND. 
‘NUMBERED WER FAVORITE 
(CHOICES! 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Even though there's 
stress at work today, 
Whatever you do will in- 


Dairy CROSSWORD 


n crease your earnings or 


profits. Speak out about your mon- 
‘eymaking or cost-cutting ideas. 
es soon. (Its the Fi 


Moon) instead, tum | s4 0400, 


zd 

your attention to romance, vaca- |/jueemnu. WALANG 

Mons and sports. This is where you (AATAS SAGO p ie Kamnu Ar Me- 

1 est bonds Vive c cire ELE 

zo No mge a 
vieres, he? 

za Bisaa 

3 compass 


ACROSS 

1 Far trom 
refined 

6 Mineral matter 


KIKO MACHINE 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): There might 
tension between you 
and others today. It pass- 


[ERIT ETO AID NGALON 
[Sa maniT f CLASSROOM. 
Peeoo AT NGARAG. 


DuEmma, PERO. £ ANOBA? 


17 Egyplen dam 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Today's Full 
24 Elte categories Moon sets up a tug-of- 
28 Grant Wood. war between the classic 
classic? SY areas of home and fami- 

32 Superlative ly versus career and 
your external world. Focus on home 


and family today 
P tions when driving, cy- 
cling or walking. Con- 
versations with others are friendly 
and optimistic. You feel happy to- 


day! 
money, possessions and 


your Job. Nevertheless, 


this is a great day for business and 


commerce. (Go figure.) 
S uptight when talking to 
others. Perhaps some- 
one is jealous of you. Your good for- 
tune with traveling, education, pub- 
lishing and the media might make 
others envious. 


erding 

33 Exemplar of 
redress 

34 Jon's Yoko [E 

35 Writer Wiesel 

38 Make lace 

39 Dolar value. 

40 Homers 
neighbor 

^ Soprano Lil 

43 Opposite of 


LOVEKNOTS 


SUMAPBUNS BUHAY NA 


SUFERIWA 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): This is a 
mildly" accident-prone 
day. Take extra precau- 


By Edgar Fontaine 
Dighton, MA 


8 Asa gamble 

7 Col mi. org. 

8 Spanish river 

9 Captain's 
backup 

10 Draw out 

T1 One of the 
Tweedles 

12 Goddess ofthe 
dawn 

33 Concorde, e.g 

19 Mentai picture 

21 ICU element 


50 Stored fodder 

51 By way of 

52 Bush medical 
syst 

54 Rogers and 
Hammerstein 
Mic? 

'88 Kangaroo or 


wombat 
61 Dona lectin 
62 Soler 

63 195 

64 Poot Nash 
5 Mating game? 
65 CBS logo 

57 Musthaves 


DOWN 
1 Pusut. 
2 Speakers! 
alors 
3 Teeming 
4 Young or Penn 
5 Colonel of KFC 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Keep aneyeon 
your finances. Todays 
Full Moon could stress 


21 Sean Connery, 
for one 

29 Wide shoe 

30 Embarrass 

331 Hoop hanging 

35 Hobbl alies 

36 Sih century 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Today's 
Moon opi your 


Rivers cy Ng You hight feel abi 


56 John of the 


337 Pastoral poem 
38 Blast eters 

39 100 bs. 

A1 Eating binges 
42 A pont ahead 
4 Homeless Uni 


48 Out ol the 

weather “suggest 
49 Sounded, as 58 Buddy 

[3 59 Remains ina 
53 Roads a bar vay 

cae 60 Wistey gan 


Why Sexbomb quit ‘Bulaga’ CREAN 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


ENTERTA 


1 saw Pia Guanio last Wednesday 
March 1 at around 3 p.m. in Gateway 
She was with another giri and Iwas with 
my 12-year-old son. My son, who really 


#1 MOVIE OF THE WEEK! 
EDGE OF YOUR SEAT ACTION FROM START TO END. 


roli crit epu eoo 
RICHARD DONNER 
HL XS AN 


Serene 


YOURS, MINE & OURS 
EI 


‘$5 BLOCKS 
Pen 


DATE MOVIE 
ms 


CASANOVA 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart Makati 
Volterra Center, Clio Roces Ae. ca. 
Anteni Arnaiz Pia del Pior, Makati Cy 
T 8164214/816 4216 
1eBLOCKS 
FENLESS-POTÀ 
YOUR, MINE & OURS-GP 


DATEMOVIE-Rià 


st" tmall 


(Mandoayon) t 7288150 
3 FEARLESS 
Acsi go FO RENOVATION 
5 entoces 
metropolis 


star einemi 
— 


(UGANO]w. 190008, sane 
Teen BLADE 
tenu. 
casanova 
FEARLESS 
TH EATRES | 


kamarara Gud 


FIREWALL 
PINK PANTHER 


AEON FLUX 


PINK PANTHER 
RESERVED 
RESERVED 


LNOW SHOWING 
n E 


(Mantinlapa) te 850.3571 or 72 


LI 


incus mnm womans os 
Aeon 


Susan 
[I 
Tanam 
DI 
385 


Uc ast our cen une. 


Blue Wave 


al hy ge ete 


So Nin Mra iy LT 
leas 
1m 


SUPER CINERAMA, 


Isetann Cinerama Complex Recto 


FA Mandaluyong 
tel 593.3051 5303856 


aga Center Mat, Magsaysay Avenue 


(Anges City) te 45) 887.5002 t0 03 
s BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 


(gle Cy) te (0453 


Cine Nepo 
uris cy) wt ra) Bet 


likes her, asked me to take his picture. 
with her using his cellphone. My son and 
Twaited for Pia near Marks and Spencer. 
When she saw 
THM inside the store. 
J) her whisper to the other girl “Kanina pa 
2d yung dalawang ‘yan. Stalker ba ito?” 
f| Those were her exact words. Seeing the 


a New York cop and his witness, 
De distance between ife and death 


NMENT 


shocked look on my son's face, I told Pia, 
“Sorry, didnt mean to scare you. Pasen- 
siya na." To my surprise, she said, “Yeah, 
right! Do I need to call security?” I told 
her it wasn't necessary. 
Timmediately texted Pia to get her side. 
Her reply: “Swty I don't frequent Gateway. 
1 guess someone is just out to ruin my rep. 
‘Thanks for helping me dearit up.” 


Guess list. 
Guess who this young female singer 


1 
TUESDAY, MARCH 14,2006 


isl She was invited to sing at one event of 
an insurance company. She acted like a 
prima donna, snubbing everybody. An 
agent approached her, asking from what 
company she was. Ms. Chanteuse flared 
up and said she's the performer! Serves 
her right. Now maybe she knows she's a 
bitter pill to swallow. 
Clue: She's the product of a TV talent 
search, 
Guess who this male crooner ist He's 
been telling people that he saved the life 
of a fan who had a 


MTRCB 


PPG 


-13 


Children below 13 yrs. old 
f accompanied by 3 par 


heart attack while 
watching his show 


oniy be allowed 
rent or parent, 


p E 

intet t hr (25) em Cy) 

[rr 

lan CASSANOVA 
THEDARK 


FINAL DESTINATION-3 


low YOURS, MINE & OURS 


ATE MOVIE ree 


se 0LocKS 
YOUN'S MINE & OURS LASTHOLIDAY 


CASANOVA 


QNEMa 


JACKIE CHAN 
presents 


THE HOTTEST YOUNGBLOODS OF | 
ASIAN ACTION CINEMA- 


abroad. My US con- 
tacts insist that the 
singer could not have 
saved the fan, who was 


> Za of seated far away from 


the stage. 
Clue: The balladeer 
isa separated man. 


One night only 

Acclaimed guitarist 
and vocalist Bruce 
Conte is performing on 
March 22 at Merks Bar 
Bistro (3rd level Green- 
belt 3 Makati) with 
Wowee Posadas, 
Miong Pacana, Mar 
Dizon, Michael Alba 
and Merk & Friends. 

Bruce is famous for 
playing with the Tower 
of Power from 1972 to 
1979. Call 757-4720 or. 
757472. 


Summer courses 

Ryan Cayabyab The 
‘Music Studio has lined 
up its summer courses: 
Musikgarten, for kids 3 
to 7; 14K program, a 
workshop composed of. 
music activities used by 
14K (a popular singing 
group of pre-teens in 
the ate 809), for kids 8 
to 13; and Vocal Pop 
Performance Workshop 
for those 14 years old 
and above, and which 
indudes individual 
voice lessons and mas- 
ter classes in pop 
singing. Call 844-3330, 
843-2874 or (0917) 
909-6484. 


(EMail watering- 
holeshangrilaGya- 


hoocom) 


FEARLESS 


ciosevo You 


e 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
Calamba) tel (049) 545.7383 
eras DATE MOVIE 
BLOOORAYNE 
FEARLESS 
YOURS, MINE & OURS 
YOURS, MINE & OURS 
DATE MOVIE 
1eBLOCKS 


sesenven | 


Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall 
(Binan) tel. (045) 11148 


FINAL DESTINATION 


DATE MOVIE 
‘YOURS, MINE & OURS 
FEARLESS 


td 7394228 
FEARLESS 

THE DARK 

‘YOURS, MINE & OURS 
16 BLOCKS 

DORTE MOVE 


Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
(Urdaneta tl(075) 568.6771 


cuoseTo vou 
PINK PANTHER 
THE NEW WORLD 


Cinema 2000 Metrotown 
(Ca) te (45) 982.2728, 

1 ‘Lose To YOU 
i SL ANGIE 
E NEW WORLD 
d MENDRSOFAGESHA 


PINK PANTHER 
BiG MOMMA'S HOUSE 
‘SNEAK CHARMER 


S55 | Cinema 2000 Waltermart 


(Pise td Q4) 795.3328 
1 FEARLESS 
H AEON FLUX 
Seam — si MOMMA'S HOUSE 

Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
(Gapan) 


(Pag) te 833.3290, 8333274 
YOURS, MINE & OURS 
FEARLESS 
TIGER BLADE 
AEON FLUX 
PINK PANTHER 

Center Mall Cinema 


Baguio Ce 074 SI 


FIREWALL 
YOURS, MINE & OURS 


Lianas Cinema 
(Pasig) te 40.4148 


MIGH EXPLOSIVE 
‘CLOSE TO YOU 


Lianas Cinema 
(sss) te 126 
TIGER BLADE 

MASARAP NA PUCAS 
MGABABAE SA VIP POM 
BROKEBACK MOUNTAN 
Lianas MovieCity 
(eunti) t (049) 545.7202 
FEARLESS 

AGENTA 

YOURS, mme & DURS 
‘dose To vou 
ALOGORAYNE 


Fiesta World Mall 
pa) e (063) 902.0790 


THE NeW WORLD 
cose TO YOU 
THE PINK PANTHER 
FEARLESS 


Jade Cinema 


cLOSETO YOU 
YOURS, MINE & OURS 
BLOODRAYNE 


Cine Nepo 

aia 
RESERVED 
RESERVED 
RESERVED 
RESERVED 


CLOSE To YOU 
THENEW WORLO 
MON FLUX 


DT Berma Cinema 


(Baclaran) te 1920080820 
1 'SHUTUP & KISS ME 


cuoserovou | 3 Lacie 


px PANTHER 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


ARE YOU REALLY 


WHO YOU ARE? 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


A tribute 
to Gene Kelly 


ASIDE FROM SCREENING OUTSTANDING NEW 
fims from all over the word, the recent Bangkok Inter- 


ut of the studio onto the streets of New York. 

His innovative use of dance, music and camerawork 
continued through such films as “Brigadoon,” “Summer 
Stock" and "Invitation to the Dance.” 

We hope that a fiim club or theater in Manila puts up a 
Gene Kelly retrospective this year. We assure viewers 
who haven't yet enjoyed Kelly’s films that they/l be in for 
a great, exciting and fun time at the movies. 


Feedback 

From Paul R. Mortel: “I think it would be a good idea 
if advertisers could declare a week of nostalgia during 
which they would air radio TV commercials produced 
from the'60s to the 80s. 


“It would be exciting to once again listen to or view 
the San Miguel Beer commercials of Bert Marcelo, 
the Apo Hiking Society, Amang Parica, Flash Elorde 
and Rico J. Puno in the ‘Isang Platitong Mani’ spot, 


etc. And, not to be forgotten, the Rufina Patis spot (I 
think its the oldest TV commercial).” 


‘ational Fim Festival honored some icons of cinema 
with special tribute modules and retospentives. We 
were most delighted with the tribute to our own fim 
“hero,” Gene Kelly 

Asa child, we had the best time at the movies 
when our mother took 
us to the Escola to 
watch musical films at 
the two theaters there. 
"Thats where we fell in 
love with the films of 
Gene Kelly, as actor, 
director and choreog- 
rapher. 

‘We still recall out- 
standing scenes from 
Kellys best films, like. 
“singin” in the Rain" 
and ‘An American in 
Paris,” as though we had just watched them last 
week. Thats how indelibly beautiful, exciting 
and entertaining his best movies were. 

Kelly's special module at the Bangkok film- 
fest has served to renew public interest in his 
exceptional film oeuvre. We urge younger 
viewers to get hold of tapes or discs of vintage 
Gene Kelly films, so they can enrich their 
movie lore with the still exciting output of a 
genuine movie master. 

‘Singin’ in the Rain,” stars Kelly as a screen. 
idol and Debbie Reynolds is his young love in- 
terest. The film humorously recounts the awk- 
‘ward transition from silent films to sound. 

Similarly memorable is the seductive role 
ofthe gangster moll played by the statuesque 
Cyd Charisse. 

“An American in Paris" tells the story of an 
‘American (Kelly) who falls in love with a French 
girl (Leslie Caron), Most notable is the film’ dli- 
‘max, a 17-minute ballet choreographed by Kel- 
Jy, set to the music of George Gershwin. The in- 
spiration for the ballet was the canvases of the 
great impressionist painters, like Toulouse- 
Lautrec and Renoir. 

Kelly achieved his first success as “Harry 
the Hoofer" in “The Time of Your Life" on 
Broadway. 

He also scored big in the title role in “Pal 
Joey" 

With his first film, “For Me and My Gal," 
Kelly exhibited himself as a strong and 
unique singing and dancing movie star. 

In "Cover Girl,” his "Alter Ego" number still 
stands today as a major step to change the 
look of dance on film. 

In "On the Town,” Kelly took the musical 
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t NOW SHOWING 


SHE HAS THREE WEEKS TO LIVE.. 
THE REST OF HER LIFE 


ARANETA CENTER ' 


Gateway Aimar GhomersPlaza 
Gatesy CMD EO 


| 16 BLOCKS 
| nermeresrmisres B 


DATE MOVIE | 
10/320) 830/730/920 


FINAL DESTINATION 3 
12501300 5101 720/930 


THE ONLY CINEPLEX 


IN THE COUNTRY boisa 


| UNDERCLASSMAN 
12501300751017201920 


YOURS, MINE & OURS 
1280/390/5:10/7201920 


| CASANOVA 
20143017001920 


THE DARK 
M0I310/529/230/:0. 


|THE LAST HOLIDAY 
150]4201550/920 


THE FEARLESS 
1230/40 /450/700/940 


16 BLOCKS 
140/410/540]910 


Miva ALL CINEMAS 


2 
| 


For dicket inquiries, please call TicketNet az 911-5555 or log on to www.ticketnot.com.ph 


ARANETA COLISEUM 


16 BLOCKS 
Y240] 510/540 810 


TIGER BLADE. 
1220/22] 4201 620820 


DATE MOVIE 
1230/4301 6301830. 


THE FEARLESS 
T15/135/ 385/855 805. 


THE DARK. | 
nso zeoas | 
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HERMANS HERMIS - PETER NOONE CONCERT | SERGIO MENDES & BRASIL 2006 


viet cum ecc UMS 


IN THE ACTION TRADITION OF ‘HEAT’! 
WHILE THE HEADLINES ARE BEING BROADCAST, THE WORST SCENARIO IS HAPPENING.. 


2g 
EHEN, NICK CHEUNG 


1 


AT THE CINEMAS 


Rene your tini by og URESEAT 3 SURESATE Gk t 3 (obi er pee rig one eet cr eb ren 


46BLOCKS 


'UNDERCLASSMAN THEDARK 


AYALA CENTER. 


At the Activity Center 


Customer Service text hotine: 0917 6095900 Alabang Town Centor - 842 2782; from 10am to pm. 
Customer Service Numbers: Glorieta - 7527272; from 10amtoðpin Ayala Center Cebu - (032) 231 5342 oc 324 


CASANOVA 


38BLOCKS 
345,600,815 1030 


3E is. 


MINE & OURS 


Greenbell-752 4853: kom flamlo í2mn Market! Market -886 7519 


masc 


ET 


Er 


FEARLESS 


DATE MOVIE 


140,35 930,725,020, 


EET 


5 GLORIETTA 


paremovie |7 LasTHOLIDAY 


TOW. 


BPI installment Madness 
March 15-31, 2006 


Anson's Emporlum Exhibit 
March 12 to 31, 2008 


T6 BLOCKS 
220,445. 700.518. 1130 


A CE 
2# YALA CENTER 


MARKET! MARKET! 


TAST HOLIDAY 
15,415,040, 005 1130 
[erg 


NET 
tuse tors 


USC College of Architecture 


Er 710,920.11 390 '& Fine Arts" Annual Exhibit 


(GURANTEES SENS. 
g YOURS, MINE & OURS g 


ESSE 


March 15, 2006 


Woman's Today Summer Picks Event 
March 16, 2006 


E 


46 BLOCKS 


h^ LAST 


CASANOVA 


Ayala Greenbelt's Chocolate Festival 


DATE MOVIE: February 13 to March 15, 2006 


2 


—— 
4 $ Reperiory Philippines presents 7 NG UMAGA 
Oistades a REP'X Globe Theater - Match 24, 25. 26. 31. Ai 1. 2:7 


For inquiries, pis, cili 887-0710 


‘YOURS, MINE 


416 BLOCKS € 


DATE MOVIE ST. ANGE 


2 YOURS, MINE & OURS 


unperciassman, |4; scassanova ; |5 


Get ready and pack yours thi 
i S destinations this 
Buy 2 movie tickets at Glorietta 1, Glorietta 4, 
Greenbelt 1, and Greenbelt:3 Cinemas to get 
1 raffle coupon, fill up. tnd drop èt drop boxes 
/ at the ticket booths. 
is on May 19, 2006. 
Drawing of winner is on May 20, 2 
PWimers will le noti 
ered mail and phone c 


48BLOCKS - 


Come & view the 20th ASIAN INTERNATIONAL ART EXHIBIT 
For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29. 


MUSEUM 
DATE MOVIE 


£L Loveralll | 


Y 4 
Just Got Bigger and Better! 
sr in Ayok Malls using your BPI Express Credit Cord | 


for a chance to win a Nissan Patrol 4x4 in the Grond Draw 
ond fabulous prizes in the Monthly Draws. 


ooo ea 


Ta mpra Cur gun en #518 Crag O uentum. 


NATALIE PORTMAN 
HUGO WEAVING 


2005 to March 21. 2006 
* 


maus 


OPENS MARCH 15 AT AYALA MALLS CINEMAS 
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Why Sexbomb 
quit ‘Bulaga’ 


Y BEHIND THE STORY OF 
leaving “Eat Bulaga?” 

An insider told me that it could be because of 
SB's new member, Sugar, said to be the “current 
pet" of hosts Joey de Leon and Vic Sotto. 

"The two usually make fun of Sugar in the show 

jes—and the audience laps up Sugars 
mn 


she didn't reply. 
Sugar reportedly 
doesnt want Joy to 
manage hen and 
‘would rather be han- 


er 
there a deeper 
Without 

Sexbomb to begin with. How could a girl named 

Sugar make things tum sour? The crybaby seems 
the last laugh. But maybe this is a blessing 

ls. Now the Sexbomb can 
biastin other horizons. 


Daddy Monsour 
is next from my "bro" Monsour del 
ly son Matthew Lorenzo Z. del 
Monday at 9:38 a.m. 
He is so white. Weighs about 6.8 Ibs, 2.8 

is got muscles na and is kick 
19 inches long with a big d-k! 1 cut his cord! 
Coolt” 

‘Congrats Mon! Youve been such a wonderful 
mentor to so many kids in your taekwondo 
school, Now you've got your reward in Matt! 
Pia’s ‘stalker’ 

Theres this email circulating from 

pacis@: 
juanio." Here are po 


Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 
E/ Rodriguez Jr. Ava. (6-5} Quezon City 


EETTISIN 


Foringuirios, ef. 


ww THE U.K. THERE is "THE DARK’... 


A GRIEF-STRICKEN FAMILY, WA 
A TRAGEDY-HAUNTED HOUSE ON THE 
CLIFFS OF WALES AND A SMALL 
TOWN'S SECRET HISTORY 


"n an attempt to puli her family together, New £ 
Yorker Adele Tulian travels with her daughter"? 
Sarah to Anglesey, Wales in the U.K. to visit het ij)” 
contractor father - James Tullian.. 

The morning after they arrive, Sarah mysteri- 
ously vanishes, While the parents. desperately 
search for Sarah, a guiitidden Adele is haunted 
by visions of her daughter as though she is 
trapped somewhere inside the haunted house. 
‘Adele soon leams of an ancient local legend of a 
place called The Dark - an ethereal land of the 
dead -and she becomes convinced that Sarah is 
‘communicating to her from The Dark. f 

Not long after Sarah disappears, Adele and 
James find themselves involved with a giri who 
not only bears a striking resemblance to their 
missing daughter, but reveals that she has 
retuned from the dead to inform them on how to 
get Sarah back. They must follow the rule: ‘one 
of the living, for one of the dead. The living must 
be sacrificed so that the dead can retum. 


Townsfolk suspect that the Tullians are suc- 
cumbing to the legacy of madness and murder, 
that overwhelmed the house's previous tenants. 


& [Sf] casanova 
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M ee 
y of the 


meeta greet 
w Sergio mendes 
*Sergio Mendes CD 


fora minimum P700 
nurchase at Pizza Hut 


‘Metro Manila restaurants (including Rizal) 


promo period: march 10 - 15, 2006 


*. Pinaka Pizza based on 2005 ARO survey 


Per DTI-NCR permit no.0500 series of 2006. 
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Decline reflects ‘comfort’ 
of a market awash in cash : 


By Michelle V. Remo 


TREASURY BILL RATES 
across 
board yesterday, reflect- 
ing the "comfort" of a 
market still awash in 
cash while the govern- 
ments fiscal standing 
continues to improve. 


The benchmark 91-day Tbill 
rate dropped 23.3 basis points to 
5.017 percent. The three-month 
bill was more than three times 
tenders 
reaching P4.14 billion compared 
with the government's debt offer- 
ing of only P1 billion per Till 


declined 


_AsofS pm. March 13, 2006 


GOLD: $5438054430 “ 
usce Hong Kong, March 13,206 


STOCK MARKET 
Shares close 0.87% higher 


SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED 0.87 

percent higher on last-minute bargain hunt- 

ingin select stocks, dealers said. 

The composite index rose 18.39 points at its 
SHARES/83 


Gov't '05 debt 
up 2%, settling 
at over P3.89T 


THENATIONAL GOVERNMENT'S OUTSTAND- 
ing debt settled at P3.89 trillion as of end-De- 
cember 2005, registering a 2-percent increase 
from the P3.81 trillion recorded a year ago. 

According to analysts, fiscal officials continue 
to resort to borrowings to plug the budget gap. 

Of the latest debt figure, domestic liabilities 
accounted for P2164 trillion, or 8.1 percent 
higher than the previous year’s. Domestic bor- 
rowings are usually done through regular auc- 
tions of government securities and direct loans 
incurred by government agencies. 


oversubscribed, 


tenor. 


government 


Review of RP 


privatization 
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with 


The 182-day bill fetched 6.073 
percent, or 4.1 basis points lower 
than the rate set in the auction tw 
weeks ago. Bids for the six month 
security 
4.535 billion, making it mor 
than three times oversubscribed. 


reached 


WHAT'S INSIDE 


mining law worries 
foreigninvestors /B2 


NTC moves to help 
hasten RPN, IBC 


cB 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo e Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 
us your feedback: inquirer biz name/age/ety/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E«mall: pr_business@inquirer.com.ph 


erede Rte 


The rate for the 364-day bill 
settled 10.3 basis points lower to > 
7.083 percent. Tenders for the 
one-year debt instrument was the 
highest, reaching P7.2 billion. 

“This is a reflection of the liquid- 

circulating in the financial sys- 
tem and the comfort of the market, 
buoyed by the government’ posi- 
tive fiscal position in January” Na- 
tional Treasurer Omar Cruz yester- 
day told reporters. 

The Bureau of the Treasury's 
auction committee accepted P3 bil- 
lion worth of bids, thereby raising 
its entire borrowing requirem 

Cruz said the high level of liq- 
uidity in the market was partly at- 
tributed to the huge volume of 

land Treasury bonds, worth 
jon, that are set to ma- 
ture this week 

Some banks usually reinvest 
proceeds of maturing govem- 
ment securities in Tbills and 
bonds, so the volume of bids for 
newly issued government securi- 
ties is added to the huge volume 
of maturing securities. 1 


venues | 


the 


ACT 


HIGH-WIRE 


These men appear 
tobe breaking the 
law—of gravity, 
that is—as they put 
upanother 
billboard on Edsa 
while they maintain 
a tenuous hold on 
the scaffold. A large 
portion of the 
highway has turned 
into a commercial 
landscape, where 
advertisers getto 
pitch products that 
range from over- 
the-top apparels to 
underarm 

| deodorants. 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PESO YESTERDAY BUCKED THE 
downtrend among most other curren- 
cies in Asia against the US dollar. 

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas ear- 
lier said the local currency was still 
“slightly undervalued.” 

After hitting a high of 51.205:$1, and 
a low of 51.345:$1, the peso firmed up 


at 51.24 yesterday from Friday's 51.30 
to the US dollar. 

Tagged last year as Asia's best perform- 
ing currency after it surged by 6 percent to 
5309.51, the peso continues to rally 
Since the start of the year, It has gone up. 
nearly 35 percent or P1.85 against the 
greenback. 

“There's a healthy two-way trade,” 


Peso goes against Asia currency downtrend 


change dealer at Equitable PCIBank. 

‘Ayes said some corporate require- 
ments from the oil and manufacturing 
sectors cropped up yesterday. He said 
that most dollar users have found thé 
current rates to be attractive. 

On the other hand, most Asian curren- 
cies fell on profit-taking yesterday, while 
the US dollar was perked up by news on 

PESO/BS 


said Marcelo Ayes, chief foreign ex- 


Shear 


Adrenaline Rush. 
The BMW Xpo Month. 


BMW Xpo Month Activities 
March 1 to 31, 2006 
All authorized BMW Dealerships 


50% downpayment, O% inten 
on selected BN D 


BMW Xpo Central Event Activities 
March 17 to 19, 2006 
BMW Pavilion, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig 


tor 2A 


nyt 
BMV mode 


Baz» 


Juin BMW 184 E. Redequar J. Avonu 


QT - Prestige Cans BUN 2324 Pasong Tom Cans, n Cay + Tel ity 8920127 to 29 + Fan (D) BYGITS « Acca BAW Mage Busnes Fan, Come Aronet die 
Fa 7726025 » Rast BM 20G. Aneta arm ue Oye 2) 
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Review of RP mining law 


worries 


foreign investors 


Move may jeopardize efforts to attract capital 


THE PHILIPPINES IS TRYING TO 
'_ reassure foreign investors they 
have nothing to fear from a re- 
view of the country s mining law 
but analysts say the surprise 
iove has spooked foreign firms 
tal to the industry's revival. 
‘The government said on Mon- 
day that the reexamination of 
the law, which allows for full 
foreign ownership of local 
mines, was simply to address 
- environmental concerns raised 

by the country's Catholic bish- 
^ ops and not a rewrite of owner- 
7 ship rules. 

“If it needs to be amended to 
strengthen the implementation of 
the environmental issues then it 
will have to be amended,” Eco- 
nomic Planning Secretary Romu- 
lo Neri said. 

- He said the bishops had soughta 
réview of the law “to ensure that it 
has more teeth.” 

Last Friday, the government 
announced it would conduct a 
«30-day review of the law but any 
amendment would take longer 


The co 
foreign im 
ed $1 til 
However, 


write laws 


"Thats 


tion that 


the Philippines is A-1, but if they 


else.” 


hungry CI 


donesia. 
In the 


spending P150M 
_ for hotel upgrade 


SHAREHOLDERS OF WATERFRONT PHILIP- 
pines Inc. led by the family of plastics manu- 
facturer William Gatchalian will spend P150 
million for the continued renovation of the 
old Holiday Inn Manila Pavilion Hotel along 
United Nations Avenue in Manila. 

‘Waterfront corporate director for sales Jose 
Mari Bernardino recently told reporters that 
renovation work this year will cover 22 floors 

{3 ofthe old Holiday Inn Manila. 

Last year, the renovation project covered 
four floors of the 540-room hotel. 

Renovation work is also ongoing at the Wa- 
terfront Hotel in Cebu City. 

The -hotel's occupancy rate—which 
stood at between 60 and 70 percent—is ex- 
pected to be temporarily affected by ongo- 
ing renovations. 

;ii-Waterfront is upbeat that it can grow its 

25 Sales by 20 percent this year despite the reno- 

2I sation due largely to the expected increase in 

Ez tourist arrivals and in revenues from food and 

«x beverage at the Manila Pavilion. 
2:--Waterfront's acquisition of a controlling 


E stake in Manila Pavilion in 2004 was in line 
With the expansion plans for its hotel and 
casino operations. 
"The Manila Pavilion is a 600-room hotel 
with 2,000 square meters of gaming area. 
Waterfront owns and operates three ho- 
tels—two in Cebu and one in Davao. 
Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


because it would have to be de- 
bated by Congress. 


ments apparent willingness to re- 


to attract $6.5 billion in funding for 
themining sector. 


Philippines, there was a percep- 
other way,” Ted Leschke, mining 


Sydney, said. 
“From a geological standpoint, 


keep changing things, miners will 
go to Mongolia or somewhere 


The Philippines ranks in the 
world's top five for its deposits of 


geographically closer to resource- 


other major mining center, In- 


mining industries in 
yuntry is dependent on 
stors to tap an estimat- 
ion in mineral wealth. 
analysts say the govem- tential stunted 
could jeopardize efforts 
money into 
not good news for the 


policy was going the nand Marcos in 1986. 


analyst for Shaw Stockbroking in demonstrate 


Australia, said. 


copper, nickel and iron ore and is 


china than the region's mining. 


1970s and 19805, the 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


TWENTYONE CANDIDATES WILL VIE FOR 
the Philippine Stock Exchange's 15 board seats 
during the bourses annual elections on Apri 8. 

Of the total, 12 are nominated for the seven 
seats reserved for brokers, while nine candi- 
dates are up for the eight seats reserved for 
non-brokers. 

Five of the seven seats for brokers will rep- 
resent the “big brokers,” or those with value 
turnover and paid up capital of more than 
P500 million, The two other seats are to be oc- 
cupied by representatives of "small brokers," 
‘or those with value turnover and paid up capi- 
talofless than P500 million. 

In the meantime, the PSE list of nominees, 
which was released last Friday, has generated 
concerns from certain brokers, who claimed 
that some of the expected candidates were 
noton the list. 

PSE director William Ang of Astra Securi- 
ties Corp. is questioning the disqualification 
by the PSE nominations and elections com- 
mittee of former PSE governor and Tektite 
broker Joseph Roxas. 

Roxas was nominated by Ang to the board 
asa representative of small broker 

‘Ang said the nominees were not informed 
of the reason behind their disqualification, 
leading him to believe that Roxas was 
bumped off on a "mere technicality” Roxas 
formally accepted his nomination after 12 
noon of March 8, the deadline set by the PSE. 

However, Ang claimed he was informed by 
PSE lawyer and Nomelec member Aissa Encar- 
nacion that the deadline was extended to 5 p.m. 
of the same day. 

‘Ang said he would ask Nomelec to recon- 
sider its decision. 

PSE officials were unavailable to comment 
on this issue as of press time. 


country hosted one of the biggest 


but two decades of neglect, envi- 
ronmental mishaps and clashes 
over land rights have seen its po- 


Political instability has also de- 
terred prospectors from pouring 

the Philippines, 
where there have been more than 
a dozen coup attempts since the 
ousting of former dictator Ferdi- 


"The Philippines will need to 


changes in the way the country 
is run to attract a meaningful 
level of foreign mining invest- 
ment. That clearly is not hap- 
periing,” Keith Goode, director 
of Eagle Mining Research of 


Local communities, 
ly those reliant on fishing, are 
concerned about the danger from 


‘Australia's Lafayette Mining 
became the first foreign firm in 
nearly four decades to develop a 


Philippine mine but cyanide leaks 
last year triggered a wave of anti- 
mining protest, particularly 
among the mainly Catholic coun- 
try's bishops. 

The Chamber of Mines of the 
Philippines said it was not wor- 
ried about the review because it 
was unlikely that the law would 
be altered significantly. 

"Anything to tighten up envi- 
ronmental protection is wel- 
come,” said Benjamin Philip Ro- 
mualdez, president of the cham- 
ber and also head of Benguet, the 
country’s oldest miner. 

The government said it would 
await the recommendations of a 
fact-finding commission headed 
by bishop Arturo Bastes that 
looked into the Lafayette leaks 
before completing its review. 

Arroyo also wants mining com- 
panies to devote at least 10 per- 
cent of capital expenditures to 
fund environmental expenses and 
to spend 3-5 percent of direct min- 
ing and milling costs for annual 
environmental programs. Reuters 


the world 


significant 


particular- 


The nominees forthe "big broker" category are 
‘Ang (of Astra Securities Corp.) Vivian Yuchengeo, 
Robert Coyiuto Jr , Eddie Gobing of Lucky Securi- 
ties, Alejandro Yu of R.S. Lim & Co, Myron Timo- 
thy Papa of Papa Securities, Edwin Luy of Triton 
‘Securities Corp, Paul Wee of Accord Capital Equi- 
ties, Marita Limlingan of Regina Capital Develop- 
ment Corp. and Conrado Bate of CitisecOnline. 

Francisco Villaroman of Securities Specialists 
Inc. and Rodolfo Cruz of HK Securities were 
nominated for the "small brokers” category. 

‘The nominees for the non-broker seats i 
clude Anabelle Chua of PLDT Beneficial Trust 
Fund, Amor liscupidez of the San Miguel Corp. 
Retirement Plan, Roy Joseph Rafols (to repre- 
sent the interest of the Government Service and. 
Insurance System), Robert Atendido to repre- 
sent market participants, PSE chair Jose Vitug, 
Comelio Peralta formerly with Kimberly Clark, 
Jose Luis Javier and Javier Quintos. 

PSE president Francis Lim was nominated 
to remain the bourse's president-director. 


PNOC posts 34% rise in ‘05 profit to P12.3B 


By Abigail L. Ho 


PHILIPPINE NATIONAL OIL CO. 
posted a consolidated net income. 
of P12.3 billion in 2005, up 34 
percent from 2004's P9.2 billion. 

Citing unaudited — figures, 
PNOC attributed the profit surge 
to higher prices of oil, natural gas 
and coal, and the increase in sales 
volume last year. 
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race, 


year's P25.7 billion. 


boost its bottom line by reducing 
its operating expenses by 9 per- 
cent to P2.5 billion from P2.8 bil- 
lion in 2004. 

“This was achieved largely by 
implementing the government's 


lidated revenue jumped 
nt in 2005 to almost 
llion from the previous 

statement yesterday. 
said it was also able to 
2005, the state firm 


than the P1.6 billion. 
previous year. 
"Looking forward, 


ny's growth opportuni 
cellent. It is aggressively adding 
petroleum exploration acreage in 
the South China Sea off Palawan 
and developing new geothermal- 


ARUN BANSKOTA has. 


rationalization and austerity pro- 
gram and a disciplined invest- 
ment strategy" PNOC said in a 


With its strong performance in 
pected to remit P4.9 billion in in- 


Come taxes to the national gov- 
ernment, 215 percent higher 


based power capacities in Ne- 
gros,” PNOC said. 

“With the completion of these 
new projects, the company is con- 
fident it can continue its strong fi 
nancial performance and at the 
same time contribute to the na- 
tional objective of energy self-suf- 
ficiency,” it added. 

The joint venture between 
PNOC Exploration Corp. (PNOC- 
EC) and Nido Petroleum Philip- 
pines Pry. Ltd. was recently given 
“priority consideration” by the 
Department of Energy to explore 
and develop petroleum resources 
in an area in Southwest Palawan. 
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DISCLOSURES 


resigned as chair and director of East Asia Power 


Resources Corp. effective Jan. 31. 


March 9. 


A. BROWN Co. has purchased 60,000 BRN shares at PO.95 per share on 


PETROENERGY RESOURCES CORP. will hold its annual stockholders’ 
meeting on July 26, 1:30 p.m. at Rooms 527-528 YIAS, Level 5, Podium 
4, RCBC Plaza Building, 6819 Ayala Ave., Makati City. 


SM INVESTMENTS Corp. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting on 
April 27, 2:30 p.m. at the Rigodon Ballroom of the Peninsula Manlia, Ay- 
ala Ave. cor. Makati Ave., Makati Clty. 


MEMBERS of the board of Concrete Aggregates Corp. have elected 
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March 13, 2008 
Country 


United States 
pan, 

United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
‘Switzerland 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 

Saudi Arabia 


Unit. 


Dolar 
Yen 
Pound. 
Dolar 
Franc 
Dolar 
Dolar 
Dolar. 
Dinar* 
Rial 
Dolar 
Rupiah 
Baht 
Dirham 
Euro 
Poso 
Real 
Kronor 
Rupee 
Ringgt 
Now Peso 
Dollar 
Kroner 


Malaysia 
Mexico 
Now Zealand 
Norway 
Pakistan 


Euro 
Equivatent 


0.839208 
0.007056 
1449308 
0.108120 
0.637309 
0.723144 
0.515674 
0.614399 
2.226902 
0.223771 
0.514094 
0.000091 
0.021458 
0.228835 
1.000000 
0.272470 
0.392825 
0.134088 
0.018939 
0225837 
0.078588 
0.537265 
0.125371 
0.013991 
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Dollar 
Equivalent 


1,000000 
0.008408 
4.727100 
0.120836 
0.759417 
0.861698 
0.614477 
0.732118 
2.653576 
0.266645 
0.612595 
0.000108 
0.025569 
0.272442 
1.191600 
0324675. 
0.468209 
0.159732 
0.022568 
0269107 
0093648. 
0.640205 
0.149392 
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51.4080 
04322 
88.7868 
66232 
39.0401 
44.2982 
31.5890. 
37.6367 
136.4150 
187077 
314923 
0.0056 
1.3145 
440057 
612578 
166908 
24.0697 
82115 
1.1002 
13.8343 
48142 
329117 
7.6798 
08571 


lawyer Michael David |, Abundo {II as assistant corporate secretary and 


compliance officer for GAC to replace lawyer Carmela C. Lajom. 


Rupeo 
Rand 
Won 
Kronor 
Pound 
Nt Dolar 
Bolivar 


0.016672 
0.159806. 
0,001021 
0.126966. 
0018264. 
0.030797 
0,000466 


nte arabe South Arica 
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ria 
Taiwan 
Venezunla 


0134110 
0.000857 
0.106551 
0.016168 
0.025845 
0.000391 


8.2153 
0.0525 
65271 
09903 
15832 
0.0240 


MONDRAGON Intemational Philippines Inc. has rescheduled its annual stock- 
holders' meeting to Sept. 11, 9 am. at the Mondragon House Ballroom, 324 
Sen, Gil Puyat Ave., Makati Cily. Compiled by Kate Padroso, PDI Research 
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NIC moves to help hasten RPN, IBC privatization 


By Daxim L. Lucas Finding best way to dispose of 2 networks concerning its workforce. mended that the government post- 


Finance Undersecretary Gabriel pone the sale until after the TV sta- 
BROADCAST REGULATORS, Singson Jr, who monitors the priva- tion'sobligations has been settled. 
state privatization officials and Thegovernmenthaslong been lock, stock and barrel or only concede that it was a possibility de- tization program, said the financial The same issues are hounding 
Me n advisers are set to trying to privatize itsstakesînthe their assets. Offering them for pending on thestructurethatwould adviser on the sale of RPN-9 recom- the attempt to dispose of BG-19. 
formulate a plan that would has- Radio Philippines Network and lease is another option. be chosen by the financial advisers. 
ten the privatization of two se- the Intercontinental Broadcast Recently, PDLTchairManuelV “Eventually, they'll have to ask [— = 7 
questered broadcast stations, ing Corp. It sequestered these Pangilinan confirmed his interest our permission when the plan is Ad PHOS NISS "ie e al 
‘Speaking to reporters on Monday, broadcast outfits from personali- in the broadcast outfits, but said ready" he said, when asked about jedia $ 
Natonal Telecommunications Com- ties linked to the late strongman he was more interested in their the possibility of bundling the two 
‘mission (NTC) chief Ronald O. Solis Ferdinand E. Marcos. assets, rather than assuming the stations as one. 
said financial advisers forthe privati- Solis said the nature of the dis- entire operations that included ^ There are, however, other unre- 
zation program had sought a meet- cussions would be exploratory thestations liabilities. solved issues which the government 
ing with regulators tohelp move the but they were expected to help To date, the government's pri- is trying to get out ofthe way to push 
long-delayed sale forward. the government formulate a  vatization committee under the the privatization effort forward. a 
"| understand theyre doing more concrete privatization plan. finance department has yet to — last week, the finance depart. | 66 macna svetem 
due diligence on [these stations] ‘Tn particular, the discussions will come up witha firm valuation for ment said that the privatization of rn [e end 
nov,” he said, referring to the attempt to determine the best way both RPN-9 and IBC-13. RPN-9 would not push through as t E d 
governments financial adviser to dispose of RPN-9 and IBC-13. Solis said that it was too prema- scheduled because the sequestered EH ies es 
CLSA Exchange Capital Corp. ‘The meeting will help clarify ture to speculate on whether the television station still has to settle}. EX pene pmen 
“They're exploring the [modes whether the privatization will in- two stations would be bundled and back taxes with the Bureau of In- geo specs uem pror tees gos Beira ees, 


off disposal forchanmels9 and 13” volve the sale of the companies sold as one entity, although he did temal Revenue and address issues : BECHER HE n E 


T-bill rates fall ... Avail of 20.% special discount on Take advantage of 
mrm ge nano sen. "d e ay eae | BREAST ULTRASOUND PSBank's HIGH $ RATES 


walngPlüpinasismotlikeltorzise data kept government well on wack | FemPeanenuoco nonoerei tr METRO MANIA vao pln ony SiQ0Dto- $10,000 to $50,000t0 — $100,000 
ey policy rates soon, because the to meet its full-year target of reduc- Veo — "eS 389007 Sand up 
expected slowdown in inflation ining the fiscal gap to P125 billion in | What and Why? 1 month | 3.0000% | 3.1250% | 3.2500%| 3.2500% 


the second half may exert a down- 2006fomPl46Sbilionlsyeu | io monie genre of ine tema ree oe 2 months | 3.1250% | 3.2500% | 3.3750% | 3.3750% 
ward pressure on the interest rates They likewise expressed opti- 


breast Breast ullrasound does not use x-rays, o its o | 3.3750% | 3.37507: | 3. fo 
of government securities. mism that the medium-term tar | esfe for pregnant women, hie procedure 1s dane to 3 months _| 3.250% | 3.3750% | 3.3750% 3.4378 


‘The Department ofFinanceeat- get of reducing the deficit to zero | evaluate a breast lump found on breast selt-exami- 6 months | 3.2500% | 3.3750% | 3.4375% 3.5000% 
lier announced that the national by 2008 would be achieved. melon, physical examination, or mammogram. I is 12 months | 3.3750% | 3.4375% | 3.5000%| 3.6250% 
government's budget deficit stood Cruz said that the February fis- | aSo dane fo eveluia ine breasts Tore dense, and —— 
Spi. bilionin January or PSS cal data will be announced on | D#CtUSe erben e m cent cell E Wette ea ert m 


mommogram may not show, suficient deta. 
billion better than the official tar- Thursday. aê pammpgram may noL shew suficent data: 


Peso goes against ... 


From page Bl Currency: per said the BSP's s d P 

the strong job data in the US. The comment propped up the peso AN DE 456 [5 

duc, intus fueled expecaons of yesterday asthe market tookitas |" mania = fauc. E HI-PRECISION 

further rises in US interest rates. a sign that the BSP would remain | Las lias City" Seded diagnostics f Ks Bie J 
At the end of te day the US “tolerant” of the pesos sharp [TO magn ci —M Sa UST your ame: your nde no <u ema adres hen sent | 

dollar strengthened across most gains against the US dollar. COM Ae caida. cl par DTI Won Permit aes eres of 2006 "| | 2227 far Globe or 0837-8902327 for nan lobe users, * 

duercaeiciesereprtheeuro. BSP. Deputy Govemor Diva 207 for Globe ee fr pone MP Cei imeem pea Pa 
BSP Governor Amando Tetang- Guinigundo explained that the pur- -- / - scorer bee ate pie 

co Jr. earlier said that the peso, chasing power parity Tetangco had 7 EE 7 y 

which had surged to a three-and- mentioned is the same as the real À www.emirates.com 

a-half year high to the dismay of effective exchange rate (REER), or 

exporters and some economists, the “law of one price,” which deter- 

is still “slightly undervalued” in mines whether a currency is losing 

terms of purchasing power parity, its competitiveness. 


Gov't 05 debt up 2% ... 


From page BI lion of the total debt figure. 
Foreign obligations had a National Treasurer Omar Cruz 
P1.723-trllion share of the total noted that the governments 
debt figure, or 4.8 percent lower debt-to-GDP (gross domestic 
than the year-ago level. The Fi- product) ratio improved to 72 
nance department had explained percent as of end 2005 from the 
that the decline in foreign debt previous years 79 percent. 
was due to the fiscal strategy of  Debrto-GDP ratio measures how 
favoring more domestic borrow. fast debt grows relative to the 
ings over external ones to avoid growth of an economy Last years 
foreign exchange risks. decline in ratio meant that the GDP 
Government resorts to foreign growth outstripped the increase in 
borrowings usually through offi- government debt. 
cial development assistance ex- The budget deficit hit P146.5 bil- 
tended by multilateral and bilat- lion last year, better than the P180- 
eral agencies. The Philippines’ billion target and lower than the 
biggest ODA creditors are the P187 bilion recorded in 2004. 
World Bank, the Asian Develop. The Bureau of Treasury also an- 
ment Bank and the Japan Bank nounced that the governments 
for International Cooperation. contingent debt stood at P586.4 bil- 
Foreign debts are also incurred lion as of end-2005, registering a 
through the flotation of foreign- 29.7 percent reduction from the 
denominated government securi- P833.7 billion recorded the previ- 
ties, which accounts for P53.2bil- ous year. Michelle V Remo 


Shares close 0.87% ... 


From page BI the US dollar in mid-day trade, CO NIS i j 

day-high of 2,121.76 after touch- SM Investments was top-trad- The stewardess appears at your elbow again. 

inga low of 2,100.72. The broad- ed. It closed up P3 at P217 while ? You signal that you have already been served. 

er all-shares index gained 11.48 unit SM Prime Holdings retreated a, ét "and explains in a soft voice, 

points at 1,028.91. 10 centavos to P7.60. ? RM Ste GRE CINA RR RE Paene 
Volume reached 608.1 million Philippine Long Distance Tele- i ‘Madam, that was just the fifth course. 

shares worth P1.4 billion ($27.4 phone led the main index's rally, 

million). Losers slightly outnum- losing P35 higher at P1,835, ^m 

bered gainers 44 to 36, while 46 tracking the rise of its American Experience the pleasures of gourmet dining. 

stocks were unchanged. Depositary Receipts in New York 
‘The peso averaged at $1.25 to Friday. AFP 
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“Death is the opening of a more subtle life. 
WB In the flower, it sets free the perfume; 
in the chrysalis, the butterfly; and in man, the soul." 


“Dad you are gone. 

But for us you never left 
God has you in His Keeping 
We have you in our heart 
We love you" 


(Ret.) Judge Francis J. Militante 


CFI Judge-Tandag, Surigao del Sur 
RTC Judge - Branch 12 Cebu City 


Evelyn Ongsansoy-Marcelo 


went home to be with Jesus on Sunday, March 12, 2006, at the age of 71. She leaves to cherish 
her memories, children and their spouses Attaboy and Nini, Raul and Yvonne, Willy and Jenny, 
Estela and Franckie, and Rey; grandchildren Kim Gerard, Kim Arthur, China Mei, Kimberly, 
Cyan, Eliz, Ralph, Raya, Jedfred, Jelyn, and Karen, and a multitude of relatives, friends, 
colleagues and neighbors. They shall forever remember her kindness, selflessness and 
thoughtfulness. 


peacefully joined his Creator on March 11, 2006 
at the age of 85. 


Spouse: Aludia Pace Militante (1); children: Jimmy & 
Christie, George, Connie & Sid, Tessie, Herbie, Gerry & Atel, 
Grace & Eddie, Marilou, Cherry, Ferdie & Chin-Chin, Anna 
Marie, Jojo & Susan, grandchildren: Matt, Jay-o & Sam-Sam, 
Kaycee, Brian & Kathleen, Niño, Stephanie & Chick-Chick, 
Dominic & Dustin, Frances & Francine, Jason & Joey. 


Her earthly remains lie at the Arlington East Garden Chapels, C. Raymundo corner Mercedes 
Ave., Pasig City. Interment will take place at the Evergreen Memorial Park, Mercedes Ave., 
Pasig City, on Saturday, March 18, 2006 after the 9 a.m. Mass. 


His remains lie in state at the Divine Mercy Chapel A, Sacred 
Heart Church, Cebu City. Interment will be on Friday, March 
17, 2006 at the Cebu Memorial Park after the 1:00 p.m. Mass at 
the Sacred Heart Church, D. Jakosalem St., Cebu City. 


Novena Masses are held everyday at 8:00 p.m. 


Contact person: Anne (0920-9238979) 


* Please omit flowers. Militante Residence: 19 Benedicto St., Cebu City 


Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened. and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28 


LAFUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


Tel. Nos. Quezon City : 712-3001 « 743-6502 
‘Manila : 711-6931 to 35 


NELIA FRANCISCO tobe announced 


ERITAGE PARK 


FORT BONIFACIO 


Imus Municipal 
Cem., Cavite 


eptember - h 13, 2 
September 9, 1912 — March 13, 2006 INDE 


REDILLAS 


Chapel C-12, 
Qc. 


03715106, 1:30 pm. 
mass at 3:00 pm. 


Heritage Memorial 
Park, Makati 


Our butterfly is survived by siblings 
Diwata, Jaime and Benjamin. She 
joins Juan, Lualhati, Amadito, 
Estefania, Enrique, Homobono, 
|| Rodolfo and other family members. 
| 


For your Classified Ads requirements, call our 
Classifieds Advertising HOTLINES: 


HEAD OFFICE: 897-8808 loc. 514, 516, 899-4425; 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


*Elegant & Spacious Chapels + US-made Caskets «Calered Meals 
«Flowers by Holland Blooms *Imported Registry Books & Mass will be at Capilla del Señor, 897-2595; 807-0425 (Telefax) 
Thank You Cards Personalized Guest Information Cards | Wednesday, March 15, at 9:00 a.m. CUBAO: 912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) 


ji MAKATI: 892-5578; 811-4361; 811-4370 
H a 2 i *Obi E severa. o E i č 
Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads | $f Twowesw arera iejo pometo Tewi wa Fg KALAW: 528-0213; 527-3342 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 dmi MEGAMAL: 636219, 69228 


Her remains may be viewed at Santuario. 
de San Antonio, Forbes Park. Burial 


‘Un Bel di Vedremo, G. Puccini gë 


Ei 


BSE 


‘ CLASSIFIEDS .- 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 


Immediate Vacancy 
Applications are invited for the Post of 
Interpreter / Clerk / Typist 


at an Embassy in Manila for Degree 
Holders, at least 3 years experience in 
office procedures and excellent skills in 
English and Computer Literacy. 
Fax resumé at 8439813 
before the 20" March 2006. 


More Classified Ads on 
pages A2, A20 & A24. 


MetroBank savings accounts of the late 
DIVINA B. PERALTA was adjudicated thru 
Extra-Judicial Settlement by her surviving 
heirs and shall be released thru S.P.A. Jesus 
B. Peralta as per Doc. No. 390, Page 77, Book 
IV, Series of 2006, of Notary Public Henry S. 


WD-SPECIALIST 


Sons Auctioneer 


BANCO DE ORO AWARDS GRAND WINNER 


Banco de Oro recently awarded the first. 
‘of twelve monthly prizes of one-year 
‘worth of P20,000, P10,000 and 5,000 
‘SM gift checks to 16 lucky winners in 
its 'All-Year Free Shopping Raffle Pro- 
mo! at The Concourse, SM Makati. The 
Gift checks are honored at any SM Su- 
permarket, Department Store and SM 
atfliates. Shown are (from lft): BDO 


VP for marketing Edith Dychiao; BDO 
SVP and region head of branch bank- 
ing group, Gerry Diaz; BDO endorser 
‘Marvin Agustin; BDO executive vice 
president for branch banking group, 
Jimmy Yu; grand prize winner lawyer. 
Bienvenido Quinones; BDO president 
Nestor Tan; and BDO endorsers Jethro 
Dionisio and David Charlton. 


ARISTOCRAT OPENS AT SM SAN LAZARO 


The Aristocrat Restau- sa 
rant, now on its 70th 

yeat recently held its 

(rand opening at the 

2nd level of SM San 

Lazaro in F Huertas cor- 

ner Lacson St. Sta. Cruz, 

‘Manila. The event was 

graced by the Reyes 


family spearheaded by (from eft) Victor Reyes, Aristocrat ch 
‘quest Cory Quirino, Nena Reyes, Mercedes Reyes, Raymund Reyes, Aristocrat 
president and COO and partly hidden in photo Gill Zaldarriaga. For details in 


A 


hei franchising program, contact Carol Timbol at 524-7671 loc. 247. 


THIRD AVENUE 

AT BLACKBEARD'S 

Third Avenue performs at Black- 
beard's Seafood Island. Visit its 
branches at Market! Market! Fort 
Bonifacio and Unit 28-31 Shopwise 
‘Arcade Gen. Mc. Arthur cor Times 
Square Ave , Araneta Clr Cubao 


vair and CEO, special 


 AUERGES RECURRENT 
UT ALMORANAS. 
ERECIIONPROBLEMS. 

IERTLITYIMPOTENCE 

|woLUCYSTSCAR REMOVAL 
KELODPAP SMEAR 
campum uto. 

Carma Big o S Purde S. 

Cba, QC. 
[OPEN salto PI BOR o SAT. 


TEL. NOS. 4392706 
4373898/9139474. 


AUCTION SALE 


NFA continues rice issuances in calamity areas 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY ADMINISTRATOR 
Gregorio Y. Tan, Jr. informed that the food 
agency has already issued a total of 4,017 
bags of rice for relief operations to the 
Department of Social Welfare and Develop- 
ment (DSWD), National Disaster Coordinat- 
ing Council (NDCC), Philippine National Red 
Gross (PNRC), non-government organiza- 
tions (NGOs), legislators and the local. 
government units in the calamity areas of 
Southern Leyte, CARAGA region and Davao 
Oriental. Of the total volume of rice releases, 
2,474 bags have been issued to Southern 
Leyte, 1.468 bags for the CARAGA region 
and 20 bags to Davao Oriental. The rice 
issuances are covered by a memorandum of 
agreement (MOA) between and among NFA, 


People, Events Products 


Apcac 2006 meeting 

THÉ AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN THE 
Philippines wil host the Asia-Pacific Council of Amer- 
ican Chambers of Commerce (Apcac) 2006 meeting 
atthe Makati Shangré'a Hotel on March 15-17. Wih 
the theme “isthe World Realy Pat” tne event wil 
‘ive local and international delegates opportunities to 
Tenori with peers from around the Asia-Pacific re- 
gion, meet fellow members of AmCham Boards of 
Governors, both senior executives from mutational 
corporations and entrepreneurs that have developed 
substantial Apcac-based businesses. 


2007 Panasonic scholars 

THE PANASONIC GROUP OF COMPANIES IN THE 
Philippines, is now accepting applicants for the 2007 
Panasonic Scholarship Program. The program is 
‘open to all medically fit, Filipino citizens not older 
than 28 as of Apr 1, 2006, anda university graduate 
who must have completed at least 15 years of formal 
Study. Applications wil be accepted up to Apr 30. 
For more deals, visit Panasonic's website at 
http/www.panasonic.com.pivaboutus/sc/sch.htm 
or e-mail at pmpo_scholarship@ph panasonic com. 
Applicants can also call at (04950-8500 locals 
8596 or 8597; (02)635-2260 local 2811 for inquiries. 


30th Nat'l Milo Marathon 
NOW ON ITS 30TH YEAR, THE NATIONAL MILO 
Marathon wil make its way to 30 cities nationwide, 
giving an even greater number of Filipinos the oppor- 
tunity to adopt and enjoy an active lifestyle. It will be 
held on the following dates in the folowing cles 

Feb. 5 in Tagbilaran, Feb. 12 in Batangas, Feb. 19 in 
Dumaguete, Feb. 26 in Puerto Princesa, Palawan, 
March 5 in Lucena, June 25 in Roxas, July 2 in Gen- 
eral Santos, July 9 in Cav, July 16 in Manila, July 
23 in Bacolod, July 30 In Davao, Aug. 6 in Naga, Aug. 
13 in Olongapo/Subic, Aug. 20 in Laoag, Aug. 27 in 
Cebu, Sep. 3 in Butuan, Sep. 10 in lollo, Sep. 17 in 
Cagayan de Oro, Sep. 24 in Tartac, Oct. 1 in Legazpi, 
Oct 8 in Zamboanga, Oct. 15 in Dagupan, October. 
22 in Tacioban, Oct. 29 in San Fernando, La Union, 
Now Sin lign, Nov. 2 in Dipolog. Nov. 19 in Nueva 
Fela. Cahanatian and Nov 26 in Saniiago isabela. 


Hely Land pilgrimage 

REV. FR.CORSIE LEGASPI, A RENOWNED HEALING 
priest, is leading a pigrimage group to the Holy Land 
from May 22 to June 2. Aside from retracing the 
steps of Jesus Christ, other historical places In Egypt, 
Jordan and Israel wil also be visited. During the 
twelve day tour, Fr. Corsie will be saying mass in 
some biblical places and conduct healing sessions as 
wel. Those interested may please contact the follow- 
ing Saive cell no. 0917-4110154 or tel/fax no. 826- 
2819 Aice tel. no. B29-9600/829 0537. 


MIMC’s 5th post grad course 
THE MAKATI MEDICAL CENTER'S DEPARTMENT OF 
Medicine wil hod its Sth Post Graduate Course 
"Metabolic Syndrome: A Multi-Disciplinary Concem* 
on March 15 at the Ledesma Hall, Sh Fir, Makati 
Medica Center. The course which wil be held from 7 
am. t0 3:45 p.m, wiltacke the problems of 
metabolic syndrome from various sub-specialty 
Points of ew. For more information, call 752-2521 


Gediva summer promo 

JOIN THE GODIVA SUMMER GETAWAY RAFFLE 
Promo. With every purchase of especially marked 
Godiva SunCare Products (60 g. Green Tea Sunblock 
or Godiva Safe Sea Sunblock), you and your loved 
ones got a chance to enjoy a vacation spree atthe 
Red Coconut Beach Resort (Boracay), La Carmela de 
Boracay, Maribago Bluewater Beach Resort (Cebu), 
Puerto Azul Gol & Country Ciub (Batangas), or White 
Rock Beach Resort (Subic) for tree. Promo runs until 
April 28. See posters and print-ads for detalls. 


The Real Bank chair feted 
THE REAL BANK CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF 
directors, Jose G. Araullo, was honored by the 
San Beda College Alumni Association as he was 
elevated to the San Beda Hall of Fame in Accoun- 
fancy during the annual Red and White Bal last 
Feb. 17, along with the late Speaker Ramon Mitra 
dr. (Government Service), the tate Aurelio O. Peri- 
quat Jr. (Business Industry) and the late Senator 
Raul S. Roco (Government Service). Araullo is an 
alumnus of SBC Batch '55 (high school) '59 (col- 


the relief institutions and local government 
units. The MOA is for the supply of the rice 
needs of residents in the areas affected by 
natural calamities and other emergencies, 
Tan said. He also assured that the NFA has 
sutficient stocks of rice in Southern Leyte 
totaling 65,986 bags which is estimated to 
last for 15 days based on the dally con- 
sumption requirement. Based on the latest 
report, the CARAGA region has 175,842 
bags, sufficient for ten days supply at the 
daily consumption requirement of 17,932 
bags. The supply and prices of rice in the 
affected areas remain normal due to suffi- 
cient rice inventory of both the NFA as well 
as the private sector. For more info, Text 
NFA Program at 0917-6210927. 


meme 


lege) and has established his 

name in the field of ac- 

countancy as he co- 

founded the Punong- 

bayan and Araullo 

Auditing Firm, now one 

of the top auditing firms in 

the country, grounded on skill 

and experience he gained working 

for top positions in various financial institutions. 


Power Plays book launch 
BUSINESSWORLD COLUMNIST AND HIGHLY RES- 
pected corporate executive Amonio R. Samson dish- 
out sage advice on how to survive the corporate 
jungle in his latest book, Power Plays: Notes from the 
Corporate Bench. t wil be launched today, 6 p.m. at 
Central Books on the second floor of Goodwill Book- 
store in Glorieta 3, Ayala Conter, Makati Cy itis the 
first book from Finnegan-James Media, the big new 
idea in independent publishing. For more informa- 
tion, contact: finnegan james media@pmal com. 


Omron’s Digital Blood 


Pressure Monitor Checker 
TO GIVE CLIENTS A MORE RELIABLE SOURCE. 
when it comes to accurate blood pressure readings, 
Omron introduces the Philippine's fist and only 
blood pressure monitor checker Omron PA-350. It 
is created to check if Omron blood pressure moni- 
tors ae stil accurate and can stili give consistent 
biood pressure resul. The Omron PA-350 supports 
the following groups of Omron blood pressure mon- 
tors: upper arm professional; upper arm; wis. 
types including the applicable different cuff types. 
Colins Int Trading Corp is the exclusive distributor 
of Omron Healthcare Products and is the proud 
Owner of the first and ever Digital Blood Pressure 
Monitor Checker in the country. For more informa- 
tion about Omron BP Checker PA-350, cal thelr Ad- 
vance Service Center at 681-6166. For inquiries 
‘about other Omron products, cali Collins int! at 681- 
6161/681-6163; fax: 646-5979/681-6162. Or simply 
Jog-on to wwwcolins international com ph or e- 
imal at marketing@colins-interational.com.ph. 
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esel sales weak in Mindanao, says fi 


Kalinga women sell for between P600 and P1,000 each. 


‘A Kalinga child from Lubuagan, Kalinga, shows her peers how to weave. The many-colored skirts worn by 
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ARMM students learning more via text 


COTABATO CITY—FOR CHIL- 
dren in the war-torn areas of the 
Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao (ARMM), text messag- 
ing goes beyond just sending 
jokes and love notes. 

Itallows their teachers to bring 
better English, science and math- 
'ematics into their classrooms just 
by using a phone. 

This thanks to the Text2teach 
technology brought in by the Edu- 
cation and Livelihood Skills Alliance 
(Elsa) of corporate social arms and 
humanitarian organizations. 

The technology was started in 
2003 by the US-based Interna- 
tional Youth Foundation (IYF) in 
collaboration with Nokia, Pear- 
son and the United Nations De- 
velopment Program (UNDP) 
Global Support System. 

The system integrates digital 
satellite broadcasting and mobile 
phone communication, allowing 
the transmission of video learn- 
ing materials directly to the class- 
room and on a 36-inch TV screen. 

Last month, Elsa organization- 
al representatives said the pro- 
gram has been expanded to in- 
clude English in ARMM. 

Mayor Muslimen Sema cited 
Cotabato City’s public schools for 
posting the highest mean gain 
score among eight pilot provinces 
nationwide. 

This means that the students 
here learned the most using the 
technology among the provinces 
covered by the program. 

IYFs Nancy Sheppard, Elsa 
program manager, said the pro- 
gram provides disadvantaged 
schools with cutting-edge leam- 
ing materials through media-rich 
mobile technology. 

To some 720 trained teachers, 
text messaging enabled them to 
produce 360 new lesson plans, 
align with national standards for 
math, science and English, and 
produce instructional videos for 
English classes with the help of 


Pearson, 
said. 

‘ARMM Gov. Zaldy Uy Ampatuan 
commended the program organiz- 
ersand the active Muslim youth par- 
ticipation, saying the alliance “will 
surely survive the test of time as it 
helps young leaders gain greater 
sense of awareness and appreciation 
of their personal gifts and, potentials 
and limits as well as their leadership 
values and principles." 

"The political leaders in the Au- 
tonomy are one in endorsing and 
supporting this with nothing but 
full confidence in the pooled ene: 
gy of its leaders and the strong 
sion for the active involvement of 
the greater mass of the people - the 
young,” Ampatuan said in a state- 
ment read by ARMM Information 
Director Samson Gogo. 

TYR Sheppard said, works “to 
identify young people's most 
pressing needs and aspiration, 
and supports effective programs 
tobe able to address them.” 

Elsa, a convergence of various 
organizations, including IVE is a 
three-year program that has led to 
the construction of 28 new class- 
rooms; upgrading and renovation 
of 27 classrooms; provision of 
desks and chairs for 27 classrooms, 
and 277 medical kits for rural nurs- 
es and midwifes. 

Elsa's other member organiza- 
tion are Ayala Foundation Inc., Con- 
suelo Foundation, Petron Founda- 
tion Inc, the Philippine Business for 
Social Progress, and the southeast 
Asian Ministers of Education Orga- 
nization Regional Center for Educa- 
tional Innovation and technology. 

The corporate social arms of 
these firms helped provide the 
system’s hardware for Grades 5 
and 6 pupils in 15 schools in 
Batangas, 13 in Cotabato City; 10 
in Quezon City and each in Mani- 
la and Laguna. 

The groups alternative leaming 
system (ALS) has also brought 300 
‘out-of school youth back to school, 


GOINGS-ON 


IPR programs for the youth 


INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY officials of Nestlé SA have committed to sup- 
port the advocacy programs of the Intellectual Property Office of the Philip- 
pines, particularly those involving the youth. 

The commitment was made by the Nestlé SA officials in a recent meeting 
with IP Philippines Director General Adrian Cristobal Jr. 

Nestlé and IP Philippines believe that involving today's youth in the coun- 
try's program of promoting creativity and innovations is instrumental in 
strengthening the IP regime and achieving national development. 


Business plan competitions 


THE FAR EASTERN UNIVERSITY OF N. Reyes Street (formerly Morayta), 
Manila has been lording it over Ateneo, UP, UST, La Salle and other universi- 
ties in the business plan competitions in the country this year. 

Taypen Biogas, led by Raniel Benjamin of the FEU's management pilot 
section, won in the Binondo-based Filipino Chinese Business Club Inc. busi- 
ness plan competition. Aqua Vendo led by Gian Carlo Capco won in the 
MIT-backed Philippine Emerging Startup Open besting collegiate and pro- 
fessional entries. Eco Tiles, led by John Paolo Cinco, and Taypen Biogas 
‘were finalists in the HSBC national business plan competition. 

‘At the recently concluded Go Negosyo Entrepreneurial Summit, Coco Sug- 
ar, led by Jean Paula Dula ot the financing accounting class of FEU, was de- 
clared overall winner in the PCE-Eneda national business plan competition. 


Wi-Fi at the Robinsons malls 


ROBINSONS GALLERIA and Robinsons Place Ploneer are offering wi-fi or 
wireless fidelity Internet access for free. 

This means that one will be able to enjoy the convenience of checking his 
‘e-mail or surfing the net while dining at KFC, Kitaro, Bacolod Chicken Inasal, 
Shakey's Jonas, Mongolian Quickstop or Coffee Beanery at Robinsons 
Place Pioneer . The entire Robinsons Galleria Is also a certified Wi-Fi zone. 


STI partners with medical center 


SENATOR JUAN FLAVIER lauded the partnership formed by STI and the De- 
los Santos family. 

"The partnership combines the strengths of STI in IT-based education and 
the Delos Santos Medical Center In providing health care. Flavier described 
the partnership as "the wave of the future”, as t integrates IT in healthcare. 
‘and education. 

'STI has the largest network of nursing schools in the country. 


Elsa representatives 


providing them with integrated technical courses 
that match skills development activities with in- 
dustry needs. 

Elsa representatives said 1,814 were also 
provided with study grants, and 1,470 chil- 
Gren of school age benefited from the group's 
supplemental feeding program. 

Fifteen year-old Rowena Usop of the Ta- 
Jayan Municipal High School told her story of 
renewed hope to pursue a college education. 
in medical field with science laboratory facil 
ties that Elsa had provided her school. 

Dr. Thomas J. Kral, chief of the US Assistance 
for International Development Philippine Mis- 
sion's Education Office, said his office had partly 
funded the facility out of ts aid program for the 
country, which ranges from $600-900 million a 
year.Nash B. Maulana, PDI: ‘Mindanao Bureau 


Flying V traces slugg 


ish cocodiesel sales 


to lack of information among motorists 


DAVAO CITY—THE USE OF ALTERNATIVE 
fuels has not picked up as fast as expected 
here, according to a local oil company. 

Edwin Clapano, officer-in-charge of Flying 
V in the Visayas-Mindanao area, said that 
more than two months since coco-bio-diesel 
was launched here, it has yet to be fully ac- 
cepted by the motoring public. 

The government has been pushing alterna- 
tive fuels, such as biodiesel, to cushion the im- 
pact of skyrocketing prices of petroleum prod- 
ucts. 

Clapano said the lack of public awareness 
could be one reason why sales of bio-diesel 
have been sluggish. 

Clapano said Flying V stations, which total 
17 in Mindanao, sell an average of 150,000 
liters of bio-diesel a month. 

But he said the company needed to sell 
more for biodiesel to be viable. 

“Since the propagation of the alternative. 
fuel, major companies are still reluctant to 
support the coco-bio-diesel project,” Clapano 
said. 

He added that a presidential directive man- 
dating government agencies to use bio-diesel 
for their vehicles could only do so much. 

Clapano blamed the problem on the usual 
red tape. 

“We cannot rely on the government con- 
sumption for our products because of the time 


involved in processing documents, Also it is 
not wise to depend on (the government) for 
sustainability" he said. 

Clapano said Flying V has already lowered 
the products price to entice the public to use 
more of it 

In this city, Flying V stations sell bio-diesel 
at about P33.78 a liter. Regular diesel, on the 
other hand, sells for about P33.17 a liter. 

Aside from reducing prices, Clapano said 
Flying V also planned to go into a more ag- 
gressive marketing campaign to drum up sup- 
port for the use of alternative fuels. 

Coco bio-diesel had been extensively tested, 
by national and international scientific agen- 
cles. 

Tests proved that the use of bio-diesel re- 
sulted in significant savings, dramatic reduc- 
tion in harmful smoke emissions and en-. 
hanced engine performance. 

"It also provides a major boost to the co- 
 conut industry,” Clapano said. 

Flying V earlier disclosed plans to invest in- 
more pumps selling alternative fuels, hoping 
to increase the share of coco methyl ester 
(CME)-blended diesel to as much as 40 per- 
cent of total diesel sales this year. 

Flying V chair Ramon Villavicencio earlier 
said biodiesel in 2005 accounted for betweeri 
15 and 20 percent of the oil firm's total diesel 
sales. Judy Quiros, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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GIIE Mitsubishi put up oil mill 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


|. MINOLA REFINING CORP, THE JOINT VEN- 
ture between CIIF Oil Mills Group and Japan's 
Mitsubishi Corp. has set up another vegetable 
oil refinery to meet growing demand in Asia. 

Minola chair and president Danilo M. 
Coronacion said the company launched a 
P182-million refinery to answer the need 
of Southeast Asian food firms for refined 
and bleached oil as well as specialty fats. 

‘The CIIFOMG comprises six coconut oil 
milling companies that are funded by the 
controversial coco levy or the Coconut In- 
dustry Investment Fund. 


Minola’s new refinery in Bauan, Batan- 
gas, which could yield 150 metric tons a 
day, brought the firm's production capacity 
to 450 MT of oil daily. 

In 1999, CIIFOMG and Mitsubishi built a 
P160-million coconut oil processing facility. 

Formed in 1998, Minola is engaged in 
manufacturing, refining and supplying 
vegetable oils made into edible or cooking 
oils, mainly for the export market. 

“We ship out four-fifths of our output, 
which is representative of the total export- 
import mix of the industry as local demand 
is small compared to production,” Corona- 
cion explained. 


‘TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2006 


ING to set up OFW fund 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


DUTCH BANKING GIANT ING WILL 
set up a $200-million mutual fund for 
‘overseas Filipino workers in Europe, 
a pioneering program recently ap- 
proved by the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas. 

"Ut will) mobilize savings and invest- 
ments from OFWs other than remit- 
tances, so it’s an important innovative 
product that the MB (Monetary Board) 
has recently approved, said BSP 
Deputy Governor Nestor Espenilla J. 

Espenilla said the plan was to in- 


corporate the mutual fund in Ireland 
and distribute shares in the European 
Union through offshore branches of 
Philippine banks. 

Tt aims to tap the growing number 
of affluent OFWs in Europe in posi- 
tion to invest and contribute to Philip- 
pine development. 

“They can buy shares in the mutual 
fund, and the mutual fund, in terms of 
assets, is going to invest a substantial 
part of that in Philippine businesses, ei- 
ther equities or bonds,” Espenilla said. 

‘A mutual fund refers to a pool of 
funds that are managed by a profes- 


sional company and invested in vari- 
ous securities. 

Espenilla said ING's mutual fund 
for OFWs would initially focus on in- 
vesting in fixed income instruments. 

“The initial target is to create a 
fund of up to $200 million, then if 
there's a really strong demand, they 
can create a fund for another $200 
million," he noted. 

Espenilla, however, said a portion 
of the fund might have to be invested 
abroad in accordance with European 
rules. 

At least eight million Filipinos or 
10 percent of the 


RO: MAKE IT.YOUR NEXT INVESTMENT DE 
INTRODUCING THE ALFM EURO BOND 


-| Receding hai 


ng About Hair Loss. 
Call Svenson Now! 


ine...thinning hair...excessive falling hair... f you're like most men, you get 


|. distressed when you see any of these telltale signs. DON'T! 


p 


Svenson, the experts in hair recovery have proven treatments that will stop your hair. 
| from thinning out and restore jts thickness by promoting healthier and faster regrowth. 


Stop hair loss before it's too la 
-| Call Svenson now! 


Do you want to diversify your investments? Then set your sights on the Euro, 


mL LL 
= the first euro-denominated | 


Bond and, 


Syverson 


M. ALEM&RES 


EL ele ioc Lcid owane 
7 aae eyed ct ed mend ied 


OUR CHOICE NOT TO BE BALD 


Eat. 892-HAIR 4247) | 


population reside 
and work abroad, 
three milion of 
which are permanent 
residents. 

The five million 
overseas workers ac- 
count for as much as 
14 percent of the la- 
bor force. 

‘While the BSP had 
given its approval in 
principle to ING, Es- 
penilla said the bank 
would have to seek 
final approval after 
the foreign bank had 
set up the fund and 
identified the pro- 
posed local banking 
partners. 

He said the distri- 
bution mechanism 
would have to com- 
ply with the BSPs 
rule on cross-selling 
of securities 
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Running to bring 
to those without sight 


By Jason Doplito 
Contributor 


HAVE LOST MY SIGHT 

but i have not lost my vi- 

sion,” said Henry Wany- 
oike, goodwill ambassador 
of the "Seeing is Believing" 
campaign, the driving force 
behind Standard Chartered's 
The Greatest Race on Earth 
(GROE) series. 

‘The Kenyan, who is recognized as 
the worlds fastest blind marathon 
runner, is leading the campaign to re- 
duce blindness in the world via a 
marathon relay that started in Nairo- 
bi, went on to Singapore and Mumbai 
and ended in Hongkong. 

In Hong Kong, Wanyoike said rais- 
ing awareness about the issue of 
blindness was more important than 
winning and setting new running 
records. With four world records and 
three gold Paralympic medals under 
his belt, he was certainly taking very 
seriously his mission as a motivation- 
al speaker. 

According to the Standard Char- 
tered website, there are over 45 
ion blind people across the globe, ma- 
jerity of them living in the developing 
world. Eighty percent of these people 
with avoidable blindness do not have 
access to basic healthcare treatment. 

In its first year in 2003, "Seeing is 
Believing” raised enough money to 
restore the sight of 56,000 people in 
time for World Sight Day, which falls 


AROUND 40,000 runners participated in the HK marathon to help alleviate 


the issue of blindness across the globe. 


on Oct. 9. By teaming up with Sight 
Savers International and Vision 2020, 
Standard Chartered is working to 
raise enough funds for one million 
sight restorations by year's end. 

In the Philippines, Resources for 
the Blind Inc. (RBI) is the main bene- 
ficiary of this campaign. RBI is the on- 
ly nongovernment organization that 
publishes textbooks in Braille and dis- 
tributes them for free among 200 ac- 
credited public schools nationwide 
that accept blind students. It also con- 
duets medical missions around the 
country for cataract removal. 


Will to fight 
“yesterday, I met a guy from New 
York and he said when he's training, 


he places my picture on his tread- 
mil" said Wanyoike. "When he's 
tired and he sees my picture, he gets 
motivated. He's now here with us to 
do the marathor 

‘The 32-year-old runner woke up 
11 years ago to discover that he had 
gone blind after a stroke in his sleey 
Wanyoike had wanted to commit sui- 
cide, but his stay at a rehabilitation 
center in Kenya's largest hospital 
changed his perspective. At the cen- 
ter, he learned to read Braille and 
move around on his own. He realized 
there were bigger things he could do, 
and that’s when he started running 
again, 
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WITH a personal best of one hour and 10 minutes, Henry isall smiles 


before his 2Ikm run. 


Henry 
Wanyoike, 
the world’s 


marathon 
runner, has 
not lost his 
heart and 
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MAIN gal of The Met, Bea Zobel Jr., with her very own man, Joel 


Uichico 


perga rer ee 


A 
il 


WOMEN of culture: hardworking heiress Marivic Madrigal Vasquez, 
mi amiga Bambi Harper and intelligent Luli Arroyo 


T 


BEAUTIES at The Met: Ollie 


Campos and HSBC's Laine 
Santana 


t 
nN Amie 


DISCUSSING history and art: 
architect Ramon Zaragoza, 
world-class couturier Patis 
Tesoro and grand gourmand 
Pacqui Ortigas 


HOST with the most Don Ado 
Escudero and popular architect 
Bobby Mafiosa 
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PATRONS of the art: Cenen and Jul Dizon with Cristina Belton 


ITH GOLD SHINING EVERYWHERE, 
its no wonder that the theme was 
gold during the smashing “Mayi at 

"The Met,” which dramatized The Mets recogni- 

tion of everything that is gold in the Philippines, 

palanggas. 

Thebig come-on of this glitzy event was the 
exhibition of the rare gold collection of the Cen- 
tral Bank, which no one had ever seen before, 
except for the people handling it, natch! This 
awesome collection consisted of Hispano-Fil- 
ipino pieces from the Spanish colonial period. 

The exhibition is part of a series of must-go- 
to programs “geared toward 
promoting public conscious 


ness of the Bangko Sentral ng * 
Pilipinas Gold Forum, which WirHOUT 


were organized to explore the BATTING 
potential of the gold industry 
in the country" as explained 
to moi by dedicated worka- 
sonic southem gentry Ino 
Manalo, no less. 
Once all the beautiful peo- 


Lone a ded duong gis Photosby Alex Van Hagen 
Preota-kind-exhibit, a fab Using Kodak EasyShare 


dance interpretan of the 

golden era in Philippine history opened the ex- 
cellent Filipino-inspired “degustacion” from Mr. 
Gourmand himself, multifaceted Claude 
Tayag. The menu was capped with the en 
trance of colorful sorbeteros, which thrilled both. 
foreign and local guests, palanggas, 

Our pals Bea Zobel Jr, who has been in and 
out of the country recently, and Ino Manalo pre- 
sented The Met's economic development pro- 
gram which "advocates the promotion of cre- 
ative industries." They recognized the support. 
of corporations and organizations which have 
and are supporting The Mets programs such as 
ING, HSBC, Unilab and The Woman's Business 
Council 

Needless to say, a high cultural event like this 
brought out our town’s civic-minded hotshot 
personalities from the business, arts and cul- 
ture sectors. OK, here we go—Jaime Laya; 
Federico Alvarez; architect Manny Miñana 
and wife, adorable top photographer Denise 
Weldon; Rita Ledesma; architect Ramon 
Zaragoza; Opat Hermano and Cora Alvina; 
‘Bank's brilliant Ramon Sy and beautiful wife 
Josie; HSBC's main man Warner Manning and 
the bankes top secret weapon Laine Santana; 
world traveler and renowned gourmands Pac- 
qui and Susie Ortigas; popular couple Louie 
and Mellie Romero Ablaza, who was ultra 
glam as usual; Jul and Cenen Dizon; and Al- 
bert Garcia. 

Here's more, palanggas: gorgeous Lizzie Zo- 
bel; ballet star Sofia Zobel Elizalde; stylish 
Menchu Menchaca; Mičs 
Mia Borromeo; one of the 
hardworking organizers of 
the affair, Karen Santos; Ol- 
lie Campos; every gals 
dream man Joel Uichico; Sab- 
sy Palanca; and Lilian Lin- 
sangan. Now, hows that 
for name-dropping, huh! 


INTERPRETATIVE 
dance by the Hotlegs 


^ie 
OUR PALANGGA Ethel Timbol (center) with business magnate Louie 
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Ablaza and Guatemala honorary consul Mellie Romero A. 


Shining moment at The Met 


Good pass 

Hey, palanggas, the next time you take the 
world-renowned Singapore Airlines, dont 
throw away your boarding pass. That piece of 
paper can get you irresistible, awesome goodies 
within seven days of your arrival in Manille. 

‘This was announced over hinch at the chi-chi 
Tivoli of the elegant Mandarin Oriental where 
moi spotted power diners! eye-catching dynam- 
ic philanthropist Rose Marie Arenas; BizNews 
Asia president and editor-in-chief Tony Lopez; 
Makati Rep. Teddy Locsin Jr; Jaguars trés 
charmant Wellington Soong; Araneta Group's 

Vic Kalaw. 
The SIA boarding pass 
promo gives discounts from 
15-60 percent, Mandarins 
Va? Charisse Chuidian, doyen 
of PR ladies, told us that at 
partner hotel Mandarin Ori- 
ental one could enjoy the su- 
perb tableside preparations 
that top gourmands had 
been craving for, or the sev- 
en-course degustation din- 
eye ner at The Tivoli at 20-per- 
cent off, plus all the pamper- 
ing you need at the ultra luxurious The Oriental 
Spa at a 20-percent discount on individual 
treatments. 

Present that boarding pass at the hotel's front 
desk and you get a 50-percent discount on 
rooms (published rates) during weekdays and 
60-percent off on weekends, plus discounts at 
the Business Center and even transportation 
and laundry services. There's more. Stay two 
nights and you get the third night for free. 


Chilling out in Bora 

Tes still a cool morning breeze that one feels 
in the island air of Boracay, palanggas, For those 
visiting Boracay at this time of the year, these 
are now so many resorts to choose from, among 
them the popular Pearl of the Pacific; the super 
top-of-the-line Asya Resort; and, everyone's all- 
time favorite, the Boracay Regency Beach Re- 
sort and Convention Center (tels. 5238707 to 
hee 

"This first triple-A-rated hotel along the white 
beach is also the resort with the widest beach 
front and the most number of rooms, thanks to 
Boracay's hotshot Regency chair and president, 
the brilliant Henry Chusuey, no less, and the 
workasonic G.M. Jade Estardo. 

Right après the holidays when the chichi 
pack that invaded Bora at that time of year had 
gone back to the city’s asphalt jungle, another 
batch of personalities flew in to chill out, 
palanggas. Enjoying the glorious sunshine were 
Boracay Regency Front Office -agent Lloyd 

Ecuacion with Rep. Ferj Biron and his famille; 
Honorary Consul General of the Philip- 
pines in Kieb, Ukraine, Valeriy Ko- 
E) valenko; and Boracay Regency Front 

A ` Office agent Falcon Rogador. 
Check the place out, palang- 


ARTISTIC personalities: Jaime 
Laya, Tessie Ojeda and husband FUP, with outfits by 


rece Steve de Leon, opens 


the “Mayi at The Met 


event," 


i 
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EH 
SINGAPORE 
Airlines’ marketing 
communication 
manager, sultry 
beauty Rita Dy 


BEAUTY queen 
Margie Floirendo 
loves yummy 
sorbetes 


REGENCY chair and president Henry 
Chusuey was one of the first to explore 
Boracay's potential and is now a moving 
force in the island's tourism industry. 


REGENCY'S assistant FO manager Dindo 
Salazar and front office agent Donna. 
Pabulayan welcome actor lan Veneracion. 


FEARLESS lady 
broadcaster Korina 
‘Sanchez and fun 


FORMER basketball 
superstar Atoy Co 
and attractive wife 


Monette usually stay Christina Chusuey, 


at Boracay Regency 
when vacationing in 
the island paradise, 


daughter of 
Boracay’s top gun 
Henry Chusuey 


THERE ARE TWO WAYS OF LOOKING 
at things. One is represented by the sci- 
entific point of view, which says “only 
matter exists,” and the other is repre- 
sented by religion, which says “only 
spirit matters.” 

The tremendous success of science 
iri clarifying and exploring the world 
we live in has led modern man into be- 
lieving that only science can be relied 
upon to give us correct and valid an- 
swers to life's problems, Only knowl- 
edge or conclusion derived from the 
application of the scientific method is 
accepted. 

"That's why things that cannot be ex- 
plained scientifically are often regarded 
as either fraudulent or imaginary. This 
fixation has resulted in the exclusion of 
all knowledge and phenomena that 
cannot be explained scientifically. 

‘Thus, the existence of ghosts or spir- 
its, elemental creatures, extra sensory 
perception, the astral body psychic 
surgery, angels, extraterrestrials, etc. is 


being denied. There is no scientific basis 
or proof oftheir existence. 

But consider this: in India, there is a 
big boulder weighing several hundred 
tons, If 11 persons place their hands 
on top of the boulder and chant simul- 
taneously at a certain pitch, that boul- 
der will rise several feet above ground 
by itself. If anyone removes his hand 
or stops chanting, the boulder falls 
with a big thud. One better be sure his 
foot is not anywhere near its path 
when it lands! i 

No one has been able to explain why 
or how that boulder is able to float by it- 
selfif 11 people place their hands on top 
of it while chanting. Why 11, not 10? 
Why that particular pitch? What is the 
effect of 11 hands on top of it? 


Anomalies 

Because it cannot be explained scien- 
tically, and even seems to defy accept- 
ed scientific laws, such phenomena are 
considered mere anomalies of nature 


| INNER z 
AWARENESS 


Jaime T. Licauco fey ‘A 


and are promptly ignored by the scien- 
tific community. 

Even the existence of “mind” is ques- 
tioned by some scientists. They consider 
the mind's activities as merely consist- 
ing of chemical reactions of the brain, It 
cannot function without the brain—a 
conclusion that is not born out by the 
facts 

The fact is, there are people who ei- 
ther deliberately or spontaneously go 
out of their physical bodies and are con- 
scious that they are out. This is called 
out-of-body experience or OOBE. They 
can sometimes even be seen to be hov- 
ering above their bodies. But since this 


Quantum physics opens new possibilities 


ats, 


is difficult to prove scientifically, it is 
À flatly denied, 
Those who experience this are 
thought to be merely hallucinating. 


New science 

Fortunately, a new science that tends 
to bridge science and religion has 
emerged. 1 refer to quantum physics, 
otherwise known as quantum mechanic 
‘or modern physics. This science studies 
the smallest particle or element of mat- 
ter beyond which one cannot go any 
further. Itstudies the most fundamental 
building block of matter. 

At the quantum level, the laws of 
Newtonian physies, long held sacred by 
scientists, do not apply at all. Quantum 
mechanics follows principles more akin 
to mysticism than to the physical sci- 
ences. 

In Newtonian physics, the observer is 
independent of the thing observed, 
mind cannot affect matter, a particle is 
different from a wave, the cause must 


precede the effect. 

In modern quantum physics, the ob- 
served object is not independent of the 
Observer, a particle can appear as a 
‘wave depending on the person observ- 
ing it, mind can affect matter and an ef- 
feet can occur simultaneously with its 
cause. 

Nothing exists apart from the one ob- 
serving it in quantum physics. In other 
words, this world is largely our own 
mental creation. 

Isn't this what the Buddhist mystics 
have been saying all along? For over 
2,500 years, they have been telling us 
that matter is “maya” or an illusion but 
Newtonian physicists merely laughed at 
the idea. 

Now scientists may have to revise 
their theories regarding the nature of 
physical reality. Perhaps in the future, 
quantum physics will be able to explain 
how that heavy boulder in India can 
float unaided, in seeming defiance of 
the laws of gravity. 
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"' CONVERSE 
Wade Shoes 


By Cheryl Tiu 
Contributor 


Chuck Taylor All-Star, Converse marks 

its 20th anniversary this year with 

Teinventions of both the AII Star and its other. 
hot model, the Weapon. 

Introduced in 1917, All-Star gained further. 
popularity in 1918 with the endorsement of 
basketball player Charles "Chuck" Taylor, who 
worked as a salesman-ambassador for the 
‘company. Taylor impressed Converse so much 
that, in 1923, his name began appearing on 
the ankle patch. Thereafter, the shoe became 
known as Chucks, and ithas become the most 
successful shoe in history, having sold over 
600 million pairs worldwide. 

In 1986, Converse introduced the Weapon, 
which powered the feet of basketball legends 
Larry Bird and Magic Johnson and all those 
part of the celebrated 'B0s basketball 
shootouts. 

For its 2006 Spring-Summer collection 
Converse offers the Weapon in two limited- 
edition models, individually numbered from 


B= KNOWN FOR ITS CANVAS 


CONVERSE 
Weapon shoes 


CONVERSE 
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Converse 
marks 
its 20th 


celebrates 
its shared 
xd heritage 
with the 
sport 


die" athlete. The shoe was a favorite of the 
late Nirvana frontman Kurt Cobain as well as 
badminton top seed Jack Purcell. 

Pro basketball star Dwayne Wade has also 
worked closely with the Converse Design 
Team to create the perfect shoe for his quick 
and cutting play style. Thus, the Converse 

Vade Signature Basketball shoes are must- 


eti 
Running to bring . . . 


From page Ct “I am now who I wanted to be 
when I was young,” he said. “I've 
received the same treatment giv- 
en to the athletes I looked up to 
when I was young.” 


Running came to Wanyoike 
early. In a country saddled with 
slow economic growth and high 
unemployment, a majority of 
Kenyans look to sports, particu- 
larly middle-distance and long- 
distance athletics for which 
Kenya is known, to boost their 
self-worth and national pride. 

“I grew up admiring great 
Kenyans who were being 
dressed with flowers or gold 
medals around their necks,” 
said Wanyoike. “I wished I could 
be like them, celebrated after 
putting Kenya on the world 
map. 

After losing his sight, Wany- 
oike found himself facing a huge 
challenge. Itwas tough enough to 
run in a nation brimming with 
talents, but to run without sight? 
“To convince people that as a vi- 
sually impaired person 1 could Places, to encourage young peo- 
stili run and that I needed their Ple to aim for and achieve their 
support was very difficult” he Sodlsin their lifetime. And he en- 
said. courages everybody to join in the 

campaign, visually impaired or 
not. 

"We need support and oppor- 
tunities, not sympathy" he 
stressed. "This is one way of 
showing the world that we are 
mot here for people to do things 
for us. We can also do things like 
any other person can, so long as 
‘we are shown the way.” 

Blindness, said Wanyoike, 
should be no hindrance. With ac- 
ceptance, you won't have time for 
self-pity or bothering about how 


Family time 

When he is not running, Wany- 
oike spends time with his wife 
and their 2-year old son. He said 
he wanted a family of champions, 
though hed definitely let his 
child do whatever he wants to do 
in the future. 

Though he looks forward to 
doing the Paralympics in Beijing 
and London, this early, Wanyoike 
is already giving back to children 
all over the world via his role as a 
motivational speaker and ambas- 
sador for Seeing is Believing. He 
has been to the UK, Austria, Ger- 
many, US, India, Singapore, 
Brunei and Japan, among other 


But he faced the challenge by 
covering the length of Kenya's 
rough roads—rumning, falling, 
having injuries, getting a good 
guide to run with him. 

To convince corporations to 
sponsor his training gear and ex- 
penses, he showed them total 
commitment and courage. Soon, 
the support—and the awards— 
began pouring in. 

Wanyoike won a gold medal in 
the 5,000-meter run at the 2000 
Sydney Paralympics, and again at 5 
aoha anans games, where e offers are reacting to you 
set a workd record. Last year, he _, “Somefimes even I forget that 
Sras vored Kenya's Sporsman of Im blind,” he said. “I see it no 
the Year, topping other Kenyan MOTE, just no more. 
greats. He was also nominated 
for a Laureaus, the worlds 
biggest sports award. 


Visit www.standardchartered. 
com 
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one to 900, with a 20th anniversary sock liner. 
Meanwhile, bright colors and stylish vintage 
models distinguish the signature Chuck Ta 
lor All-Star line. 

Converse's most recent blockbuster i 

Chuck Taylor Slip-On, which maintains th 
canvas and rubber look of the origi 
nal, but does away with the laces. 
Last Christmas, Kris Aquino re- 
portedly ordered 14 pairs over 
the Internet as a present to her 
fiancé, Converse endorser 
James Yap. 

‘Also gaining a large following is 
One Star, designed especially for the “in: 


.[— EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 
Open-close buttocks bridge 


THIS EXERCISE TIGHTENS 
and tones the buttocks, inner 
thighs and hamstrings (back of 
the thighs) as well as chal- 
lenges the stability of the torso 
muscles—abdominals and 
lower back. 

Equipment: 

Exercise mat 

Exercise technique: 

1, Lie down with your knees 
bent, feet together, heels raised 
and arms beside your hips with 
palms down. 

2, Press down with the balls 
of your feet and contract your 
buttocks as you raise your 
pelvis off the floor. 

3. While keeping your heels 
and pelvis raised off the floor, 
open your knees outward then 
close your knees together us- 
ing your inner thighs. Continue 


All-Star 
High-Cut Luxe 
in pinstripes 


opening and closing your 
knees for the desired number 
of repetitions. 

4. Lower your pelvis back 
down to the mat. 

Performance tips: 

1. Do all movements slow 
and controlled. 

2. Keep upper back and 
shoulders on the floor. Raise 
only the pelvis and lower back. 


back to sag toward the floor. 
Keep a straight back (with a 
natural curve in the lower 
back). 

4. Squeeze and contract but- 
tocks and inner thighs when 
you bring knees together. 

Repetition: 

Do 10 repetitions (one repe- 
tition equals opening and clos- 
ing the knees). 


————BÁÓBEEQ 


3. Do not allow your lower | 


Converse is reissuing the North Caroli- 
a Pro Leather, Michael Jordan’s shoe- 
ofchoice during his varsity player 
years. The Converse Pro Leather was 
the hottest shoe of the late 70s and 
early’80s, made famous by the great 

B] Julius “The Doctor" Irving. 
Converse's 2006 Spring-Summer 
Ae evokes its shared roots 


with basketball 


rand of unique heritage. 


E-mail the author at chloe_dominique 


@yahoo.com 


history, making it a 


THE TARGET of the Greatest Race on Earth, the first marathon 
across African and Asian nations, is to raise funds for the campaign 
to reduce blindness in the world. 


Exercise may help reduce 
breast cancer risk 


EVIDENCE IS GROWING THAT EXERCISE 
may be an important weapon in the fight 
against breast cancer. This is good to know be- 
cause the Department of Health says the dis- 
ease is the leading cancer among Filipino fe- 
males. 

Studies conducted in five countries and 
three continents indicate that the higher the 
level of daily physical activity, the lower the 
risk of breast cancer. Women with the highest 
risk were those who sat for long periods at 
home or in the office on a daily basis. 

The "physical activity" measured included 
walking, lifing, climbing stairs, standing, 
moving from site to site and manual work 
(housework and gardening), as well as mod- 
erate to vigorous "formal" exercise and recre- 
ational sports like aerobics, weight lifting, 
tennis, swimming, running and cycling. 

A 14-year Norwegian study found that those 
who exercised four hours a week had a 37-per- 
cent lower risk than sedentary women. The risk 
was lowest in lean women, women under the 
age of 45 and women who continued to exer- 
cise regularly for three to five years. 

However, even women in their 70s can re- 
duce their risk compared to sedentary women 
ofthe same age if they exercise several times a 
week, according to an 11-year study by the 
Mayo Clinic. 


Better than none 

It seems that a little exercise is better than 
none. A 2005 University of Southern Califor- 
nia study compared lifestyle habits of women 
who had breast cancer and women who did 
not. Women who exercised at least 1.3 hours 
a week since the age of 10 had a 20-percent 
lower risk. 

But the study found that exercise did not 
reduce the risk for women with a family histo- 
ry of breast cancer (first degree family mem- 
ber—mother, sister, daughter). 

Scientists are not sure exactly how exercise 
reduces the risk of breast cancer but the main 
theory has to do with estrogen. Since repro- 
ductive cancers are estrogen-related, exercise 
may be protective because it reduces lifetime 
exposure to estrogen by lowering body fat 


i WELL AND 
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Studies in five countries 
indicate that women 
who sat for long periods 
athome or in the office 
on a daily basis 

had a higher risk 


levels (rhe more fat you have, the higher your 
estrogen level) and reducing estrogen levels 
circulating in the blood. 

The body fat in postmenopausal women 
converts male hormones called androgens 
(produced by a woman's adrenal glands) into 
estrone, a particularly potent form of estro- 
gen, says Dr. Christine Wells, who has re- 
viewed more than 10 years’ worth of studies 
on breast cancer and exercise. She says there. 
is substantial evidence that elevated estrone 
levels are associated with an increase in 
breast cancer in postmenopausal women. 

^ Harvard School of Public Health study 
showed that if a woman was more than 44- 
pounds overweight when she reached 
menopause she had double the risk of breast 
cancer compared to a woman of normal 
weight. There was a 60-percent risk if she was 
22- to 44-pounds overweight and a 20-per- 
cent risk with 5-22 pounds of excess weight. 

Another study done at the Moffitt Cancer 
Center and Research Institute in Tampa, Florida 
calculated the risk of breast cancer in women 
who were overweight at the age of 30. They 
found that being 10-pounds overweight had a 


23-percent risk, 15-pounds overweight a 37- 
percent risk and 20-pounds overweight a 52- 
percent risk compared to normal weight. 

The National Cancer Institute studied 1,500 
women in the US of Asian descent and discov- 
ered that the women.who were most over- 
weight in their 40s and 50s had double the risk 
of breast cancer. The women who were over 50 
years old and had gained 10 pounds since they 
"were 40 had triple the risk compared to women 
whose weight had stayed the same. 

The good news is women who used to be 
overweight when they were young but lost 
weight by their fourth and fifth decade did 
not increase their risk of breast cancer. 

Other studies indicated that there was a 
greater risk for women who became over- 
weight as an adult but not for women who 
were overweight since childhood, Also, fat in 
the waist may increase risk more than the 
same amount of fat in the hips and thighs. 


Stronger immune system 

‘The second theory is exercise enhances a 
woman's immune system to fight off effec- 
tively cancer cells before they can cause real 
damage. 

Finally, women who exercise tend to have 
healthier- lifestyle habits (good nutrition, 
moderate alcohol, no smoking, enough sleep) 
than women who are sedentary. This might 
make all the difference. 

Whatever theory proves to be true (or 
maybe all three are right), the important 
thing is that all women should become more 
physically active to help lower their risk of 
breast cancer. 

Even women with breast cancercan benefit 
from exercise. A 2005 study, the first of its 
kind, found that exercise of three to five hours. 
a week, while not an iron-clad guarantee of 
survival, increased the odds of surviving the 
disease. Even one hour of exercise a week 
helped. It was the women with estrogen-sen 
sitive breast cancer who benefited the most. 
which seems to strengthen the theory of the 
estrogen connection, 


Visit www.tinajuanfitness.info 
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Caring for the body's largest organ 


JUST LIKE THE HEART LIVER 
or kidney, the skin is an organ. It is, in. 
Ml fact, considered the largest of all organs. 


‘What it does 


oily and the rest, dry: When buying cos- 
metics, ask for normal/combination. 
skin, Better to use a water-based foun- 
dation. Apply moisturizer only in areas 
"where they are needed and skip the oily 


What are the signs and syiptonis of 
Colo-Recaat cancer? 


‘cane fhe colo ths gs ienins ean oer st any nge but the avers 
‘ge of gnosis 6-year: However; younger pits td d 
niece dere tine of gros, nerd for us to ingore canoer at 
tho eolon ata ey sings seeing procedures soude be umedertnken to those 
patients tho ore at high rk of developing colon ennet: Pils emily 
menos who lare clon cune or sene types of polyps im the enon 
repost ener of ie fmi to develop colon canser The (loving. 
sese pocehres re rezoned: Anal sos] cumin frost 
ood, exte igmoidoncopy every 5 ems. clnotcpy exer 10 yen. 
Despite dne wooed sarečning eaminntionn; many sso enon cancer 
non a mmi ndeono siage: The west common symptom of colon: 
cancer i abdominal pin ienee, abdominal pin dard not be enor, 
opióally în patients who have a tong Family History ef color eer In 
rong eder of vquemes, he following sigas ed symptoms amay le 
une, cect bleeding. usewphme wem tnt comdgnünn. 
iubes Cances of ie Ilt eolon more olien present wih cines 
yt ae blest while ewe of ert eolon rreh d 
bau pc wid con ein min In cul enses ecko ans ye! 
comin null a. The poene of weight lois sages danced 
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MEDI Card's Medical Director, Dr: Nicky Montoya answers questions on health through the „« 
(p Dr: Nicky 


‘assistance and expertise of MEDICard’s newark of accredited specialise. Wri 
for E-mail him at inquire medicardphilscom for your inquiries on heals matier- 
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The skin has many life-sustaining 
functions. It regulates body tempera- 
ture, shields the body from the elements, 
and guards against bacteria, viruses. 

But did you know that itis the body's 
mirror? It reflects a person's state of 
health. IF you are exhausted, stressed, 
poorly nourished, it will show on your 
skin, 


Inthe beginning 

When we are born, our skins are per- 
fect. But the ravages of time, neglect or 
abuse contribute to the imperfect state 
of our skin today. 

Skin can be damaged by: 

‘© Exposure to the sun without pro- 
tection 

Smoking 

© Drinking 

© Unbalanced diet, eating low-nutri- 
tion meals 

© Neglect, lack of a daily care regi- 
men 
Skin tones 

Know what your skin tone is. This is 
determined by the amount of melanin 
your skin has, ie. a fairskinned wom- 
an/man has less melanin than a brown- 
skinned individual. 

Remember, the darker your skin, 
the more melanin, therefore the 
more protection you have against 
the sun. So, a word of warning to 
fairer persons—you need more sun 
protection than most. Stay away 
from the sun. If you cannot, wear ad- 
equate protection on face, neck and 
shoulders/chest areas every day 


part. 


Quirino 


(SPF 30, if possible), 

‘Skin tone may be alabaster white, 
golden olive to ebony black, or any 
shade in between. 

White skin (normally of Caucasians) 
is more susceptible to sun damage and 
photo-aging. This skin type scars easily 
and may require cosmetic procedures. 

‘Brown skin tends to be oilier by na- 
ture and less prone to wrinkles, al- 
though it is susceptible to inflammation. 
Xt tends to be elastic and firm over the 


years. 

Light brown/yellow skin 
(Asian Mediterranean) is more resistant 
tosun damage than white skin, thin skin 
and tiny pores. Asian skin could appear 
sallow and pale and has a tendency to- 
ward dryness. 


Skin type 

Dry skin: Tight, taut feeling in the 
skin. Rx: Use a gentle cleanser, use a fat- 
ty soap or beauty bar that contains lano- 
lin or olive/coconut oil At night, use 
olive oil or coconut oil (f you do not 
have oily skin) as moisturizer. Choose 
d based cosmetics. 

Oily skin: This is a gift. Even if you 
have a shiny nose, its okay. Better to 
‘control the oil than not to have it. Don’t 
use detergent or detergent-based soaps 
‘on your face. Avoid fatty soaps. Don'tap- 
ply oil-based cosmetics on your face. Use 
‘water-based cosmetics. 

Combination: Usually, the Tzone is 


My favorite regimen 


Foroily ski 
Egg-citing Egg White Mask 
Beat white of one egg. Apply on your 


face. Allow to dry Rinse. 


Naturally absorbs oil and gives a lift. 
Oatmeal Lift 

3 tbsp raw oatmeal 

3 tbsp cold water 

Mix into a paste. Apply on face. Rinse 


when it starts to dry and begins tighten- 
ing on your face. 


Fordry/combination skin: 
Coco Craze 
ab virgin coco oil on your face. Place 


your palms on your face to warm up and 
‘open your pores for 1 minute. Best be- 
fore bedtime. 


Cucumber Cool 
Blender ten slices of cucumber (de- 


seeded). Mix 1 tsp milk. Apply on sun- 
damaged, inflamed skin. Rinse after 5- 
10 minutes. 


Great Skin Chaser 
Blender 1 (de-seeded) ripe guava in 


one glass of coconut water Add a 
squeeze of lemon and 2 tsp of honey. 
Drink up. This Vitamin C rich summer 
drinkis great for the skin. 


Your affirmation: "I rise as the sun. 


does with hope each day" 


Love and light! 


Join the Beauty of Life Health and 


Beauty Expo, March 24-26, SM Mega- 
trade Hall. Text CQ ask 2966 for Smart. 


Attend a wellness day with Cory Q, 


1-7pm, March 25 


Convention on men’s health set 


THE PHILIPPINE SOCIETY FOR 
the Study of the Aging Male Foun- 
dation Inc. (Phissam) will hold its 
sth annual convention on March 22 
at the Century Park Hotel in Malate, 
Manila 

‘The theme of the convention is 
Men's Health: From Pathophysiolo- 
gy to Practice. Lectures include: car- 
ing for aging males with late onset 
of hypogonadism (andropause), 


metabolic syndrome, diabetes mel- 
litus, sexual wellness, osteoporosis 
and musculoskeletal. disorders. A 
Jay forum follows at the Megatrade 
Hall, SM Megamall on March 23. 
Interested participants are required 
to register on or before March 15. 
Registration is free. 

Call 7231075 — (Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays only), 
7252133 and 7230101 local 2002. 


Soothing. Nourishing. Cleansing. Slimming. 
A fit and healthy body starts with 


Be ABSolutely Fit. 


S 


the proper diet, exercise, and = 

ABS Herbal Tea. It's the tea that selli 4 

keeps you ABSolutely fit Fell venn m 
wvwbs-herbscom ph 


Available in leading drugstores and selected supermarkets nation ie 


F. Shaping 
Estomorrow’s life 
, for 
special Kids 


A i day conference on] 
‘conceming c) 
disobilies and specialty 


ind inner peace in : ; 
l € 
nature's beauty... Can we Tot wol adl 
Sabay tayo, kapamilya” 
Homesivie leaming for the 
Special chad” 
"Plan, do, act" 


Take a break from life's hurried pace in 
your very own paradise. 


MARCH 25, 2006, Saturday, 8:00AM - 5:00PM 
Solarium Cale, NAPOCOR, Quezan Avenue corner Agham Road, Quezon City 
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